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| 1 81S age gröans ker tes tanks - Y 
I ot new. books, that though. the many - 
ood ones lately publiſhed, do much balance  - ; 
the great ſwarms of ill, or at leaſt needleſs. 7 
ones; yet all men and tt; the 1 | A 


KF charge and trouble many new books put them 
- to: The truth of it is, Printing + is become a 
F trade, and the preſſes muſt be kept going, ſo 
* that if it were but to ſhuffle out an ill book, 5 4 

- . be tempted to.keep Ren AGE, 


Aup for books of Jevotion: aud piety; e 
have ſeen ſo many excellent ones of late in % j 
own language, that. perhaps no age or language } 
„ canthey the like: In theſe the Chriſtian Re. 
ligion is propoſed in its own..trac and.natural . = 
colours, and reſcucd from thoſe: falſe repreſent» . 
ations. many are apt to. make of it; and if  _ 3 
eonſiſted either in external performances, or ian 
mechanical heats of the fancy, or in embraeig 
| ſorne opinions or intereſts. 1 i, and can be | 
. 2215455 eſe, but a deſign to male us like God, bot, 
#7 the ard tener dur minds, and in aur whale 
8 deportment and converſation. For this end did. * 
«| + Chriſt both live and die; this he taught by bis 
6 | . and diſcovered in his life. He die: "EINE 
n Bs take away ny. and, not ws Rel, Cl 
. we ehie 9 54 
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5 chiefly, to procure our pardon, which - was 
done by him for a further end, that an univerſal. 
_ indemnity; being offered through his, death, all. 
mankind miglit be thereby encouraged to enter 
into a courſe of holy obedicnce with all poſſi- 
ble advantages, haying the hopes of. endleſs. 
Happineſs, and the fears of eternal miſeries be - 
fore them; having the cleareſt rule, and- the 
moſt unblemiſhed example propoſed to them; 
being allo ſure of conſtant inward fupplies, to 
ſupport and ſtrengthen their endeavours, and 
an unerring Providenee to dired all things that 
ceoncern them.. Nor are there any preeepts,. 
in this whole do&rine whoſe fitnefs and true 
exccllency, beſides the authority of the Law- 
giver, has not been fully made good: And the 
truth of the principles of natural religion, and. 
of the revelation of the counſel of God, in ſerip- 
ture, was never, ſince miracles ceaſed, demon- 
ſtrated. with fuller and clearer evidence than 
in our age; both for ſtopping the mouths. of: 
all daring hectors, and ſor ſilencing the ſecret. 
- doubtings of more inquiſrtive minds. And 
though ſo: grave & ſubje& ſhould have been 
rather prejudiced than a. wehe by artificial and 
forced ſtrains of wit and efoquence ; yet, as our 
language was never chaſter than now, ſo theſe 
fubjeAs have been handled with alFthe proper 
Hecencies of caſy wit and good language. | 
5 all this, into what 4 zorevt of 
grief and lamentation muft we enn out, when 
= * ander the age we live in! for. ſew de 
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Aber believe or refleti on thoſe great things: L 


| And, as if they were a general conſpiracy 


againſt God and Religion, how does the greater | 


part among us break loofe from all the ties 
and bonds of that. yoke that is light and eaſy, 
and eflave themſelves to many baſe and hurt- 


ful luſts and paſſions? And are not ſatisfied wit 


being as bad as they can be, but deſire that all 
the world may eſteem them ſuch, and glory in 


their ſhame ; and inhauce their guilt, by turn- 


ing factors for- hell, ſtudying to covrupt all about 
them. This ſad proſpe& muſt needs deeply 


affect all that. either truly love God, or have | 
a tender compaſſion ſor the ſouls of men; an 
will certainly ſet them to their ſecret mourn- 
mgs and wreſtleings with God, to avert the 
heavy judgments that ſeem to hang over our 


heads,—and that he may, of his great mercy, 


turn the hearts of the froward and e x 


to the wiſdom of the Juſt... 


* 
— 


At, till God ariſe and bleſs his da with | 


more of this ſueceſs, nothing could be ſuch am 
effectual means for convincing the world of the 


truth and excellency of our moſt holy faith, as 


that thoſe who profeſs and embrace it, did walk, 50 
in all the ſtrictneſs of a moſt holy, innocent and 


exemplary life; keeping the due mean between 
the affeQation of moroſeneſs and hypocriſy, and 


the levities of irreligion and ſolly. This is the 


only argument that is wanting to convince the 
Vorld of the truth of our Religion; all people 

1 n more * on by liveing examples et, 
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before their eyes, than by any diſcourſes ET 


| reaſonings, how. ſtrong or convincing ſoever; 
the one is more eaſily apprehended and leaves 
a deeper impreſſion than the. other, which 
does not prevail on us, till, by frequent and 
ſerious reflections, we be ſatisfied about them; 
and when we hear any one ſpeak well, we are 

not aſſured he thinks as he ſays, but do oſten 
ſuſpect he is ſhewing his wit or eloquence to 
our cat, that he may perſuade us into ſome 
opinions that may prove gainful to himſelf. But, 

when we ſee a man purſuing a conſtant courſe 
of holineſs, in the moſt painful. inſtances, which. 
do moſt prejudice his viſible intereſts, we have 
all reaſon to believe he is in good carneſt per- 


f - fudded of thoſe truths-which engage him to ſuch, 


a ee ation. 


rus the ages ol oiracles, nothing prevail. 
ed ſo much on the world, as the exemplary lives. - 


and the painful martyrdoms of the Chfiſtians, 
EC which made all ſorts of people look with amaze- 


ment on that doctrine that wrought ſo power- 
fully on all ranks, and did raiſe perſons of the. 
meaneſt education and diſpoſitions, and of tlie 


„„en age, to do and ſuffer be- 


yond what their greateſt heroes and moſt cele- 


3 brated philoſophers had ever done. And in thoſe; | 


days, the, apologiſts for the Chriſtian Religion 

did appeal to the lives of the Chriſtians, to- 
prove their do&rine to be holy; concluding, | 
that there could be nothing but good in _ | 
N that mack All, is. votaries ſuch. a . 
| ot 
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"PREFACE 1. 


Inu 
"at ! when we write apologies, we muſt appeal 
from the lives of moſt that pretend fo be reli. 
gious, to the rules and precepts of our moſt 
Holy faith, and muſt decline the putting the 

trial of Chriſtianity upon that ĩſſue; and though, 
Thanks be to God, there are beautiful and ſhin- 

ing inſtances of the power of Religion among 


us, yet, alas! there be too few of them, ang | 


they lye hid in a vaſt mixture of others that 


as e . 


Tae two great Ne the tribe of ze 


tines and ruffions are hardned it againſt Religion, 


are, t, That they do not ſee thoſe that pro- 
| ſeſs they believe the traths of Religion, live 
like men that do ſo in good earneſt; and T 
have known them ſay, That did they believe 

the Great God governed all human affairs, and = 
did know all we 08 and were to call us to an 
account for it, and reward or puniſn according 

1, in an endleſs and unchangeable ſtate ; they 
could not live as the greater part of Chriſtians 
do, but would preſcntly renounee all thevanities | 
and follies of this world, and give themſelves' - 
up wholly to a holy and exact courſe of life.'. © 
Secondly, The other prejudice is, That as for - 
thoſe in whoſe deportment they find little yy | 
blame, yet they have great cauſe of ſuſpe A 
2 is ſome hidden deſign under it, which w will | 
reak out when there is à fit opportunity bur 
it; and they conclude, that ſuch perſons are 

either ſecretly as bad as others, only diſguiſin LY 
it 2 8 more deoent deportment, « or "EY 


aid of thoſe conſtant crowds at plays, ( mh 


_— PETA 1. 
they do is a foroe en themſclves for 10 * 


| ſecret end or otha And if there be ſome ol 
u liom they can Keß beither of theſe, (as it is| 


hardly pollible but one that 4s reſolved to po- 
llels himſelf with prejudices, will either find or 
pretend ſome colours for them) then, at laſt, 


they judge ſuch perſons are moroſe and ſullen, 


and that they find (either from the diſpoſition 
of their body, or their education). as much ſatis- 
ſaQtion in ſuch their ſour gravity, as others do 
in all their wanton and TR Jellies. 


„ee eſpecially the feſt, -miſtbe 
diſcuſs'd by real conſutations; and the tri 


conduct of our lives, as well as our grave and | 


ſolemn devotions; muſt ſhew we are over ruled 
by a ſtrong belief of the authority of that Jaw 


which governs our whole actions. Nor will || 
our abſtaining from groſs immoralities be ar- 
gument enough, ſince even decency may pre- 
voail ſo far, (though alas. never ſo little as now, 
when fools do ſo generally make a mock at the || 


ſhame and ſenſe of ſin, as if it were only the 


_- peeviſhneſs of a ſtrict and illiberal education) 
. but we muſt abſtain from all thoſe things that 


are bclow the gravity of a Chriſtian, and which 
ſtrengthen a corrupt generation in their vices. | 
What ſignifics endleſs gaming, eſpecially when , 
Joined with ſuch avarice and paſſion as accom- 


pany it generally, but that people know not 
how to diſpoſe of their time, and therefore 


muſt play it away idly at beſt? What ſhall be 


* 
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al when the Lage i is ſo defiled with hats an 

all. forts immorality) but that ſo many perſons 
know not how to fill up ſo many hours of the 
day, and therefore this contrivance muſt ſerve 
to waſte them, and they muſt feed their eyes 
and cars with debauching objects, which will 
either corrupt the minds, or at leaſt fill their 
imaginations with very unpleaſant and hateful 

. repreſentations? As if there were not a ſuffi- 
cient growth of ill thoughts ready to ſpring up 
within us, but this muſt be cultivated and im- 
proved by art. What are thoſe perpetual viſits, 

in the giving or receiving of which moſt ſpend 
the better half of the time iti which they are 

| | awake? and how trifling at beſt, but generally | 

I how, hurtful the diſcourſes that paſs in thoſe 

viſits, arc, I leave to thoſe who live in them 


to declare. How much time is ſpent in vain , 
dreſſing, (not to mention thoſe indecent arts of 
painting, and other contrivances to corrupt the 
world) and all, either to feed vanity, or kindle | 
luſt? And after all this, many that live in theſe 
things deſire to be thought good Chriſtians, 
are conſtant at church, and frequent at the ſa- ' 
crament. What wonder then if our Libertines, 5 | 
ſceing ſuch things in perſons that pals for very | |] 
religious, and having wit enough to diſcern ' 
that ſuch a deportment does not agree with 
£ the belief of an account to be made for all we 
| do, conclude they do not believe it, otherwiſe 
they would not behave themſelves as they.do. 
Some failures, now and then, could not juſtiſy 
ch an inference ; 3 but a habit and courſe f 
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' thoſe things i is an argument againſt the only 
of that belief, which T conſeis I cannot. an- 


Bur when we have got ſo far as to- eſcape 
thoſe things that are blame-worthy, it is ſar 
| from being all we muſt aim at. It is not cnough 
4 not to be ill; we muſt be good, and expreſs it 
97 in all the nee which our ſtate of life and 
þ circumſtances call- for : Doing good to all, ſor- 
giving injuries, comforting all in trouble, ſup- 
| plying the docelfidies of the poor; but chiefly, 
* ſtudying to advance the good of all peoples 
| ſouls as much as we can; improving whatever 
. intereſt we have in any. perſons to this end, of 
| raiſing them to a ſenſe of God and another life; 
tl the chief motive offered to this, being the un- 
| affected ſtrickneſs of our own deportment, which 
= oh will make all our diſcourſes have the greater 
: weight and. force 1 in them. | 


© en "A 


* 


— 


AND * the other ns it is true 
there is no fence or ſecurity againſt jealouſy, 
yet we ought careſully to avoid every thing 
= Y that may be an oceaſion of is; as all ſeeret con- 
verſe with fuſpected perſons, the doing any 
thing (that without ſn we may forbear) Which 
18 ſingular, or may bring a diſeſteem on others, 
or make us be obſerved, or'talked of; and, in 
a word, to ſhun all foreed geſtures, or modes 
pl ſpeech, and every thing that is not native 
and genuine: For let men think what they 
5 will JOE Ee" is 'confirajnen can ever be · 
RE | come 
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eome ſo natural, but it will appear. lotkſome i 
8 affected to others ; which muſt needs afford. 
matter of jealouſy and diſeſtcem, ae i to 
prying and critical obſervers. 


"Wert there many who: ad uus 55 72 


| Atheiſts would be more convinced, at leaſt 


more athamed, and out of coyntenance, than the 
moſt learned. writings or laboured ſermons will. 
ever make them; eſpecially if a ſpirit of uni- 


verſal love and goodneſs did appear more a- 


mong Chriſtians, and thoſe factions and animo- 
. were laid aſide, which both weaken the 
Inward vitals of holineſs, and expoſe them to 

the feorn of their adverſaries, and make them. 
an eaſy prey to every aggreflor.. Fhere is 
ſcarce a more unaccountable; thing, to be ima- 

gined, than to ſee a company. of men profeſſing 
2 Religion (one great and main precept where- 
of is mutual love, forbearance, gentleneſs of 
ſpirit, and compaſſiom to all ſorts+ of perſons). 


and agreeing in all. the efſentiat- parts of itz. - 


doctrine, and differing only in ſome leſs mate - 
rial and more diſputable things; yet maintain 
ing thoſe differences with a zeal ſo diſpropor-- 
tioned to the value of them, and. proſecuting; 
all that diſagree ſrom them with all poſſible 
violence, or, if they want means to uſe out- 
ward force, with all bitterneſs of ſpirit. This 
muſt needs aſtoniſh every impartial beholder,, 

and raiſe great prejudices againſt ſuch perſons 


Religion, as made up of contradiQions, profeſſing 


oy e, my breaking out in all the acts of hatreds. 
n — Bure TY 
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RE PREFACE I. 
Bur the deep ſenſe I have of theſe things 
las carried me too far ; my deſign in this Pre- 
face being only to introduce the following 
|  Drscous, which was written by a pious and 
. learned countryman of mine, for the private 
if uſe of a noble friend of his, without the leaſt 
| deſigt of making it more public. Others ſee- 
. ing it, were much taken both with the exeellent 
N purpoſes it contained, and che great clearneſs 
* and pleaſantneſs of the ſtite, the natural me- 
EE thod, and the ſhortneſs of 1t,---and defired it 
| might be made a more public good: And know- 
1! ing ſome intereſt T had with the Author, it 
| was referred to me whether it ſhould lye in a 
| private cloſet, or be let go abroad. I was not 
long in ſaſpenſe, having read it over; and the 
| rather knowing ſo. well as I do, that the Au- 
| thor has written out nothing here but what he 
. himſelf did well feel and know ; and therefore, 
= it being a tranſcript of thoſe divine impreſſions 
tdttunhat are upon his own heart, I hope the native 

and unforced genuineneſs of it will both more 

delight and edify the Reader. I know theſe 
things have been often diſeourſed with great 
}t advantages, both of reaſon; wit, and elqguence; 
but the more witneſſes that concur in ſealing 
thoſe divine truths with their teſtimonies, the 

More evidence is thereby given. 


v 
nr 
. — 
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Aun ſs the Reader is deſired' to AY it 
1 ah ſome degrees of the ſame ſcriouſneſs in 
It - which i was penned, and then it is preſumed 
W1 * vill not repent * of his pains. | 

if | nnr BURNET» 
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PREFACE . 


HIS excellent book was firſt publlbed 
above threeſcore years ago, in the Au- 
thor's lifetime, by a Learned and Eminent Di- 


vine, who gives us this character of him: 
That the book was a tranſcript of thoſe di- 


vine impreſſions that were upon his own heart, 
and that he had written. nothing in it, but 
* what he himſelf did well feel and know. 


1 I had the happineſs to become: acquain- 
ted with it, I have heartily bleſſed God for the 
benefit L have received to my own toul, by the 
peruſal of it; and have earneſſly wiſhed it had 


a place in cvery family, was carefully peruſed 3 


by every one who can read, andthat the ſentiments | 


of pure and undefiled Religion it contains were 


impreſſed upon every heart. I have much re- 
gretted the ſcarcity of copies of it; eſpecially 
ſuch as might be within the reach of the poorer 
ſort of perſons. I have, Indeed, lately ſeen an 
impreſſion, which is ſold at alow price ;. but then 
it is ſuch a ſorry one, that I think it muſt be 
a pain to read it. I have therefore made it my 

buſineſs to promote an Edition of it in a fair 


Paper and neat Letter; at ſo low a price, that 
the pooreſt may purchaſe it, who are able to 
Purchaſe any book at all; and the cht x. table 
ban at a \ {mall ex pence, give it away. _ 
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Tur things which [eſpecially recommended. 
the Hook to my heart, and which, I think, can-- | 
not fail to recommend it. to the heart of every. * 


- ſerious peruler of 1 it, are, I, The juſt notions 


it contains of real and vital religion, in oppo- 
ſition to the common miſtakes concerning It} 


and the. view it gives us of that ingenuous ſpirit: 
which belongs to true piety ; with a juſt allox 


at the ſame time, to · che proper influence of er- 
| ternal motives. 2. The excelleney and force 
of the motives, by which true Religion is here - 
recommended, together with the energy and 
warmth with which they are delivered. 3- The 


| excellent directions here given, for attaining- 


true piety and goodneſs: 4. The prudence 
and charity the worthy Author diſcovers in 

avoiding matters of doubtſul diſputation; about- 
which the beſt and wifeſt men differ, while he 
is treating of matters of the greateſt i importance. 
about whith all good and wile men muſt agree: 

And oh! had we more of that true Chriſtian 
rs ſs beautifully delineated, and ſo warmly 
recommended in this book, I cannot but think, | 


that the fiercenefs of our contentions and ani- 


moſities, about things of leſſer moment, muſt- 
conſiderably abate. In fine, that vein of good 
ſenſe and clear thought, and of ſerious piety, 
_ which runs through the whole of this perform- 
e exceedingly commended | it to me. 


— 


For theſe reaſons 1 be recommend 


this book to. the careful peruſal of all with 


whom my recommendation may be of any weight. 
particularly. 


O00 — — Ge — fe r 
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” particularly to the people of thoſe congrega- 

n-- tions of which I have had or now have the 
y | - overſight. I would, in a more particuler man- 
18. ner, recommend it to the poor of our flocks, 
0s - whoyhave not money to buy, or time to read 
3; larger books : You have here à valuable trea- 

2 dure, in a ſmall compaſs, and at a very low 
* Price; fo that you may both caſily come by it, 
5 and eaſily become acquainted with it, and render 
M6 it familiar to you: By reading one half hour 

re in it every Lord's day, you may in. a few weeks 
d read the whole: And if, with this, you join 
1e ſerious meditation and earneſt prayer, I hope 
g. Fou ſhall reap great good by it, to the glory -4 
e of God; and that 1 ſhall have your bleffingss 
in _ prayers for PLUG: 103 into your n J 
at- 9 - 
10 3 WOULD kinda, in a particular manner, 2 | 
6 recommend it to the riſing generation, in whoſ@ 
_ education have the honour to have.confiders= _ 
W ble charge ; and oh! that I could be ſo happy - ! 
ly. as to make them ſenſible how much it would 9 
„ contribute to the peace and ſaviaſaQtion of their 
. __ «whole after-life, to have their minds and hearts 
ſt early poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt notions of true piet7 
d and goodneſs, and ſuch a prevailing lik ing to 
y, | it, as this excellent book tends to promote; 


w- how much, I ſay, this'would eonduce to their 
I xirue enjoyment in à preſent life, even thou 
we ſhould ſet aſide the conſideration of that 


1d eternal ſtate, to vhieh we are all haſtning apace 
h and whither the youngeſt of us knows not how _ 
8. Tron he may take k his flight: The dhicf part, 


and 18 


wer. | PrzyAC Ii. 


and valuable cad of all true knowledge and 
learning, is the rectifying and improvement of 
. the heart. I would eſpecially recommend this 
3 book to our young Students, who have their 
tf views towards the {atred function. I cannot 
but reckon, that the molt neceſſary part of 
ff preparation for that important work, is, to 
* have ſuch a juſt underſtanding of the great de-. 
ſign of Religion and Chriſtianity, and ſuch. a 
taſte of true piety and goodneſs, as this book 
| tends to inſpire us with: An honeſt and good 
Beaort is the main thing neceſſary for preaching 
the word of God, as well as for Bearing it, with 
profit. ; 


_ bg 1% 
12 1 Werne x l ; 


In fine, I hope, I may take the liberty to re- 
commend it to my younger brethren in the 
Holy Niniſtry. The careful peruſal of this 
little book may, I hope, contribute to the fur- | 

ther improvement of their notions of Religion, 
- 8 and to promote in them that rational piety, 
and real goodneſs, in which they ought to be 
| examples to their flock. It may allo afford 
trhem excellent hints to be improven upon, ac- 
11 cording to the abilities God has given them, in 
their public performances: There are few para- 
graphs in this excellent book, but what 
may each of them be profitably enlarged 
into a Sermon. And oh! my brethren, 
how may it put us to the bluſh, and what a 
ñholy emulation ſhould it raiſe in us, to know 
if that the worthy Author of this admirable book, 
109 compoſed it before he was 27 years of age. 
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what a ſpur to our deligence, that he came te 


the end and reward of his 1abours before he 


was 28! And if you reliſh this book yourſelves, - 
I hope you will recommend it to the people 


under your care: And I believe you may find 


2 benefit in it, more than worth all the charge, | 
to beſtow ſome copies of it among the pooreſt 


in your flocks, and thus oblige thoſe by. a pre- 
ſent to read it, who might reckonit a hardſhip 


to be obliged to buy it, cheap as it is: We 
may now ſerve a dozen or a ſcore of poor fa- 


milies with this uſcfal book, at an expence 


| which hardly any of us would grudge to be- 


ſtow upon entertaining a diſtant acquaintance, 
or a paſling ſtranger. 


To conclude, I heartily recommend the 
Reader, in the Peruſal of this book, to * Di- 


vine blefling: ; And am 


His fincere well-wifher, and 


Bumble ſervant in 8885 0 
26 00 G2. ': ....- 


College of Edingburg h, 5 Witt, Wunanr. . 
Afri ach 1739 
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= te Dea Tre, 


T to all the endeavours whereby 1 enn 


ſerve your intereſts.; and _ 
your pious inclinations to do ſo, The cs * 
«happily conſpire with my duty, of this. dife 
that I ſhall not need to ſtep' out courſe. 
of my road to gratify you; but 
J may at once perform an office of friendſlip, 


and diſcharge an exerciſe of my function, ſince | 


the advancing of virtue and holineſs (which 1 


I r 
5 "pt f 6: 1 ” — 5 * 1 a : 
: ? : : ' ; + * . # 1 in if | F 
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hope you make your greateſt ſtudy) 1 is the pe. 
-culiar buſineſs of my employment. This, there- 4, 


fore, is the moſt proper inſtance wherein I can 


vent my affection, and expreſs my gratitnde | 


towards you, and I ſhall not any longer delay 
the performance of the promiſe I made you to 


this purpoſe: Fer though I know you are pro- 


vided with better helps of this nature than any 
1 offer you, nor 6 fda like to meet wit 


_ 
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my thing here which you knew not beſore; yet 


I am hopeful, that what cometh from one whom 
Fou are pleaſed to-honour with your friendſhip, 
and which is more particularly deſigned for 
your uſe, will be kindly accepted by you ; and 
- God's: providence perhaps may ſo dire& my 
thoughts, that ſomething or other may prove 


 - uſeful to you. Nor hall I doubt your pardon, 


if for moulding my diſcourſe into the better 

frame, I lay a low foundation, beginning with 
the nature and properties of Religion, and all 
along give ſuch way to my thoughts, in the pro- 
Tecution of the ſubject, as may bring me to ſay 
many things which were not neceſlary, did 1 
only c conſider to whom I am writing. 


IJ cannot ſpeak of Religion 


= Miltates a- but 1 muſt lament, that among 
dt Ralirter. ſo many pretenders to it, ſo few 
» underſtand what it means; ſome 
| placing it in the underſtanding, in orthodox 


notions and opinions; and all the account they 
can give of their religion, is, that they are of 
this and the other perſuaſion, and have joined 
| themſelves to one of thoſe. many ſects where- 


into Chriſtendom is moſt uphappily divided. 
Others place it in the out ward man, in a con- 
AHant courſe of external duties, and a model of 
performances; if they live peaceably with their 
neighbours, keep 2 temperate diet, 0 bferve the 
returns of worſhip, frequenting the church, or 


* their cloſet, and ſometimes extend their hae 


to the relief of the poor, they think they have 
r acquitted | themſaly 1 Others again 


put 


* 


1 *4 


\ 


M4 
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[| tion, which they eſteem the chief of. Chaiſtian 


ados and falſe imitations of it. 
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put” all, religion i in the aff:tions, in raptureus. | 
. and exſtatic devętion; and all they aim 1 
at, is, to pray with paflion, and think of heaven 
with pleaſure, and to be affected with thoſe Kind 
and melting exhreſſions wherewith they court 
their Saviour, till they perſuade themſelves that. 
they are mightily in love with him, and. ſrom 
thence allume a great confidence of their ſalva- 


graces. Thus are theſe:things which have any. 
relemblance of piety, and at the beſt are but 
means of \pbtaining it, or particular exerciſes 
of it, ſrequently miſtaken for the whole of Re- 
ligion: Nay, ſometimes wickedneſs- and vice 
pretend to that name. L ſpeak not. now of 
thoſe groſs impieties wherewith the Hcathers 
were wont to worſhip their gods; there are but 
too many Chriſtians who would conſecrate their 
vices, and hollow their corrupt affections, whole - 
rugged. humour, ang. ſullen pride, mauf} . pats. 
for Chriſtian ſeveriety; whoſe. ficrce wrath, and 
bitter rage againſt their enemies, muſt be call- 
ed holy zcal ;- whoſe: petulancy towards their 
ſuperiors, or elle againſt their governors, ' 
muſt have the name ol Chrifitan courage and T 
reſolutions. | 
But certainly: Religion i is quite What Rall. g 
another thing, and they who are gion 76. N 
acquainted with it, will entertain 
far different: thoughts, and- diſdain all thoſe, 
They: know 


by experience that true Religion is an union, | 
35 che ſoul with he 5 real e os” 


* 
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the vine nature, the very image of God: 
drawn. upon the ſoul, or, in the Apeſtle's 
Phraſe, it in Chriſt formed. within un. Briefly, 
I know not how thc. nature of. Religion can 
be more fully expreſſed, than by. calling it a. 
Auvine liſe: And under theſe · terms I ſhall dif. 
courle of it, chewing, firſt, . how it is called a 

| ee and then how it 18- termed Amme. 

T chuſe to expreſs it by the 

Is perma · name of Life;, firſt, becauſe of its 

neney and permanence) and ſtability. Religi - 

A on is not a ſudden ſtart, or paſſion 

gf the mind, not thoũgh it ſhould. 

viſe to: the height of a rapture, and ſeem to 

tranſport a man to extraordinary performances. 

There are few. but have convictions of the ne- 

ceeſſity of deing ſomething for the ſalvation of 

their ſouls, which may puſh them forward ſome 

* fieps with a great deal of. ſeeming haſte: But: 

anon they flap and give over; they. were in a. 

hot mood, but now they are cooled; they did 

| ſhoot. forth freſh and high,-—but-are- quickly 
withered, becauſe they had no root in them- 
ſelxes. Theſe ſudden fits may be compared to 
-the violent and, convulſive motions of bodies 
newly beheaded, oaũled by the 'agitations of. 
-the animal ſpirits, after the ſoul is. departed,. 
which, however violent and impetuous, can be: 
of no long continuance ; whereas the motions. 
of holy ſouls are conſtant and regular; proceed- 
ing from a permanent and hvely principle. It 
is true, this divine life eontinueth not always 

| I chat _ ace. _ vigour, but many 

| Dime 


* . 
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_ | villing to give; and though there were no out- 
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in mum soul OF Max- * 


De e ſad decays; ; and holy men find 
greater difficulty in xeliſting temptations, and 
leſs alacrity in the e way of their duties: 2 
Yet. it is not quite extinguiſhed; nor are they 
abandoned to the power of thoſe corrupt affec- 
tions, which ſway and Der, rule the reſt of the 
world, , | 
Again,. Religion. may be . Tes Rl - 
ſigned by the name of Liſes be- and uncon] 
cauſe it is an inward, free, and Jvainedueſes. 
ſelſ· moving principle; and thoſe | 
who, have made progreſs. in it, are not added 
only by. external motives, driyen merely by 
threatcnings; nor. bribed by promiſes, nor con- 
rained by. laws ; but are powerfully inclined. 
to that which is good, and delight in the per- 


formance. of it. The love which a.pious man = 
bears to God and goodneſs, is not-{o-much by 


virtue of a command enjoining him ſo to do, 
as by a new nature inſtructing and prompting: 
him to it.; nor doth he pay his devotions as an 


- || unavoidable tribute, only to appeaſe the divine A 
juſtice, or quiet his elamorous conſcience ;. but 


thoſe religious exerciſes are the proper emana- 


tions. of the divine life, the natural em 


ments of the new- born ſoul. He prays, and. #2 
gives thanks, and repents, not only becauſt 
theſe things are commanded, but rather be- 


cauſe he is ſenſible of his wants, and of the 


divine- goodneſs, and of the folly and miſery 


of a ſinſul life; his charity is not forced, ner 


his ee from him; his love makes him 


ward, 


6, 1 TMN LIFE OF Go 
ward obli gation, his beart would 2590 Iitierat 
| #hings:: Injultice or intemperance, and all other. 
| + VICES, Are as contrary to his temper. and con- 
|” MAitution, as the baſeſt actions axe to tho molt. 
| generous ſpirit, and impudenee - and: ſeurrility 
to thoſe who are naturally modeſt.. So that I 
may well fay with St John, f Whoſoever 3s bern ; 
1 God, doth not commit fin; for has ſeed 1 remain- ſb | 
| eth in hint, and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of | 
Go. Though holy and religious perſons do- 
much eye the law. of God, and have a'great re- 
gard unto it; yet it is not fo much the janction 1 
ofthe law, as its reaſonableneſs, and purity, ande 
g govdnels, which do prevail: with them; they ÞW;; 
account it excellent, and deſirable in itſelf, and. 
that in keeping of it there is- great reward; 1 
55 and that divine love: wherewith they are acted, F 
Thaces: them become a law unto. themſelves. f 


_ 
6. (48 
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| ( * Who'fliall preſcribe a law to thoſe that love? 


1 
] 
J 
Eove's a more e La- which dsthethem 1 
move. 

4 


1 Ina word, Ghar our.” bleſſed Saribur Raid of 

| Rirnſelf, is in ſome meaſure applicable to his 
followers, I that iti their meat” and drink to d || 1 
their Fathers will: And as the natural appetite f 
is carried out toward food, though we ſhould t 
| not reſlect on the neceſſity of it for the preſer- | 1 
* vation of our lives; ſo are they carried n a 7 


+ ; Joha ith 4 * Jahn iv, 34. 


nat 


\ | 3 


2 
\ 
er 


external motives are many times of. great uſe to 


a mercy, by the authority of the law, or the 


_carneſtly groaning under the ſenſe of his dul- 


| fluences of heaven, and grow unto greater ma- 


| but contents himſelf with thoſe performances 
\ whexeunto he is prompted by education or cu- 


perſon, than a puppet can be called a: man, 


IN THE SOUL or Max. 
natural and unſorced propenſion toward chat 
which is good and commendable. It is true, 


excite and ſtir up this inward principle, eſpecially 
in its infancy and weakneſs, when it is often ſo 
languid that, the man himſelf can ſearce diſcern 
it, hardly being able to move one ſtep ſorward 
but when-he is puſlied by his hopes, or his fears 
by the preſſure of an aftiivn, or the ſenſe f 


perſuaſion of others. Now if ſuch a perſon be 
conſcientious and uniform in his obedience, and 


neſs, and is deſirous to perform his duties with 
more ſpirit and vigour; theſe are the firſt mo- 
tions of the divine life, which, though'it be faint 
and weak, will ſurely be cheriſhed by the in- 


turity. But he who is utterly deſtitute of this 
inward principle, and doth not aſpire unto it, 


ſom, by the fear of hell, or carnal, not ions of 
heaven, can no mare be accounted a religious 


This forced and artificial religion is commonly 
heavy and languid, like the motion of a weight 
forced upward : It is cold and ſpiritleſs, like . 
the uneaſy compliance of a wife married a ainſt © 
her will, who earries it dutifully e, the 


huſband whom ſhe doth not love, out of ſome 
ſenſe of virtue or honour. Hence we this re- 
VVV ien 
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Agon is feant. and niggardly, « eſpecially i in tho 
duties which do greateſt violence to mens 


* Fs -carnal-inclinations, and-thoſe ſlaviſn ſpirits will 


be ſure to do no more than is abſolutely re- 
quired: It is a law that compels them, and 
they will be loth to go beyond «what it ſtints 
them to.; nay, they will ever be putting ſuch 
glolles on it, as may leave themſolves the Ereat- 
Alt. liberty: Whereas the ſpirit of true religion 
is frank and liberal, far from ſuch peeviſhi and 
narrow reckoning; and he who hath given 
- himſelf entirely unto God, will never think he 
doth too e for hm. 

By this time 1 hope it doth ap- 
pear, that Religion is with à great 
deal of reaſon termed a Life, or vital 


R eligion 


e. principle, and that it is very ne- 


ceſſary to diſtinguiſh betwixt it and that-obe- 
dience which is conſtrained, and depends upon 
external cauſes. - I come next to give an ac- 


count why 1. deſigned i it by the name of Aivine 
Life: And ſo it may be called, not only in re- 


gard of its fountain and original, having God 
for its author, and being wrought in the ſouls 
of men by the power of his holy ſprrit.; but als 
in regard of its nature, Religion being a re- 
ſemblance of the divine perfections, the i image 


of the Almighty ſhining in the ſoul af man: 
| Nay, it is a real participation of his nature, 
it is a beam of the eternal light, a drop of chat 
infinite ocean of goodnefs; and they who are 
- endowed with it way be {aid to have God dwelh 
* in their . and Chrift formed "within them. 
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83 I deſcend, to a more What. the Ade 


ee conſideration of that tural life i 


divine life wherein true religion 


wails in thoſe who are ſtrangers to the other: 
And by this I underſtand-nothing elſe, but our, 
inelination and propenſion towards thole things 


«doth conſiſt, it will perhaps be fit t6 ſpeak a . 
little of that natural or animal life which pre- 


which are pleaſing and acceptable to nature; or 


ſelf-love iſſuing forth and ſpreading itſelf into 


as many branches as men have ſcveral appetites 


and inclinations. The root and foundation of 


the animal life, I reckon to be ſenſe, taking it 
largely, as it is oppofed unto faith, and im- 
porteth our preception and ſenſation of thoſe 
things that are either grateful or troubleſome. 


to us. Now theſe animal affections, conſidered ; 4 


in themſelves, and as they are implanted in us 
by nature, are not vicious or bleameable; nay, 
they are inftances of the wiſdom of the Creator, 


lives. Theſe are inſtead of a law unto the 
brute beaſts, whereby they are directed towards 


he ends for which they were made: But man 


being made for higher purpoſes, and to be 
guided -by more excellent laws, becomes guilty 


furniſhing has creatures with ſuch appetites as 
tend to the preſervation and welfare of their 


— 


and criminal when he is ſo far tranſported by ; 


the inclinations of this lower life as to violate 


his duty, or negle the higher and more noble 


deſigns af his creation. Our natural affections 


are not wholly to be extirpated and deſtroyed, 
dut 1 to te moderated and „„ by 
55 3 ſuperior 


„ 4 
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{ 
Tuperior and more excellent principle, In a 
word, the difference betwixt a religious and 

wicked man, is, that in the one divine life bears |} ; 
wine Le in the other the animal liſe doth prevail. 
But it is ftrange to obſerve 1! 
a 22e di dl, ren unto what different courfes this ||| 1 
tendencies of natural principle will ſometimes ||| « 
be natyral carry thoſe who are wholly-guid. Ie 
| . ccd by it, according to the divers x 
| | circumftances that concur with 2 
it to repens them; and then not confi. 1 
dering this doth frequently occaſion very dan- | 
'gerons miſtakes, making men think well of 
themſelves by reaſon of that ſeeming difference 
which 1s betwixt them and others, whereas per- 
haps their adtions do all the while flow from 
one and the ſame original. If we conſiden a he 
natural temper and conftitqition of mens ſools, 
we ſhall find ſome to be airy, frolikeſome and 
light, which makes their . extravagant 
end ridiculous; whereas others are naturally 
ſerious and ſevere, and their whole carriage com- 
poſed into ſuch gravity as ben them a great 
dleal of reyerenee and cem. Some are of an 
humorous, rugged and moroſe temper; and can 
neither be pleaſed themſelves, nor endure that 
others fliould be fo. Butall are not born with 
ſuch ſour and unhappy diſpoſitions ; for ſome 
perſons haze a certain ſweetneſs and benigrũty 
rooted in their natures, and they find the great- 
eſt pleaſure in the indearments of ſociety, and 
the mutual complaceney of friends, and covet 
norhing more chan to have evcr;# body obliged 
- Il, to 
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4 1 THE. 8OVL OF MVS. 1 
to them : And it is welt that fature hath pro- 
| & | vided-this, complexioual tendernels, to ſupply 
hd the deſect of true charity in the world, . 3 
rs | incline men to do ſomething for one another's _ 
1, welfare. - Again, in regard of education, ſome - - 
ve have never been- taught to follow any other 
is rules than thoſe of pleaſure or ,advantage > but 
es others are l[o-inured to obſerve the ſtricteſt rules 
id. of ,decency and honour, and ſome; inſtances f 
rs || virtue, that they are hardly capable of doing 
th any thing which they have been accuſtomed. to- 
i- look upon as baſe and unworthy. y. 
n- In fine, it is no ſmall difference in the deport-. . - 
of ment of mere natural men, that doth ariſe from- + 
ce the ſtrength or weakneſs of their wit or judge- , 
r- ment, and from their care or negligence in, uſing” 
m them. Intemperance and Int, injuſtice and 
he opprethon, and all thoſe other impicties which * 
ls, abound in the world, and render it ſo miſerable, 
nd are the iſſues of ſelſ- love, the effect of the ant᷑ · 
int 205 Ihe, when its neither overpowere@by reli- 
ly gion, nor governed by natural reaſon: But if 
m- | it. once take hold of reaſon, and get judgment 
eat and wit to be of its party, it will many. times 
an diſdain the groſſer ſort of vices, and ſpring up 
dan I unto fair 1 imitations of virtue and goodneſs. If. - 
at || a man have but ſo much reaſon as to conſider: 
ith the prejudice which intemperance and inordi- 
me nate luſt do bring unto his health, his ſortune 
ity and lis reputation, ſelſ. love may, ſuffice io re- 
at- grain him; and one may obſerve the rules of 
nd || moral juſtice, i in dealing with others, as the beſt 
vet ¶ nay to ſecure his own intereſt, and maintain his 
red „c 4. 5 eredit 
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credit in the world. But this is not all: Fon 


| this natural principle, . by the help of reaſon,” 
may take at higher flight, and come nigher the 


Inſtances of piety and religion :. It may. incline. 


| a man to the diligent ſtudy. of, divine truths ;, 
ſor why ſhould not theſe, as woll. as other ſpe- 
[oulations, be, pleaſant and grateful to curious. 
ö and inquſitine minds? It may make men zealous 


in maintaining and propagating. ſuch. opinions 
as they have eſpouſed, and be very deſirous that 
others ſhoyld ſubmit unto their judgment, and 
approve the-choice of religion which they them- 


| | | ſelves have made: It may make them delight to 


hear and: compoſe excellent diſcourſes about the 
matters of religion; for eloquenee is very plea 
Jant whatever be the ſubject: Nay, ſome it may 
diſpoſe:to no ſmall height. of ſenſible devotion. 
The glorious things that are ſpoken of heaven,, 
may make even a. carnal heart in Jove with it; 
the metaphors and ſimilitudes made ufe-of in; 


feripture, of crowns and ſcepters, and rivers of; 


pleaſure; Kc. will eaſily effect a man's fancy, 


and make him iſh to be there; though he neither 


underſtand nor deſire thoſe ſpiritual pleaſures 
which are deſcribed: and: ſhadowed forth by 


them; and when ſuch a perſon comes to believe 
that Chriſt has purchaſed thoſe glorious things 


for him, he may feel a kind of tendernefs and 


IS affeQion toward ſo great a benefaftor, and 


Imagine that he is mightily enamoured with: 


3 and yet all the while continue a ſtrahger to 
- the holy temper and ſpirit of the bleſſed Taking | 
and what hand the natural eonſtitution-may 


: ne in the e devoting of re melan» 
=... 


—— —— —„V— — 


* 


— 
— 23 
— — 


— 
wn 


$, 


IN THE SOUL OF MW. v3. 


choly: perſons, -hath been-excellently diſcovered 
of late by ſeveral. learned and judicious pens. 
To conclude, there is nothing proper to make 
a, man's life, pleaſant, or himſelf eminent and 
conſpicuous i in. the world; but this natural prin- 
ciple, aſſiſted by wit and reaſon, may prompt him 
to it-; and though I do not condemn theſe things 
in themſelves, yet it concerns us nearly to know 
and conſider: their. nature, both. that. we may: 
keep. within due bounds, and alſo that we may 
learn. never to value ourſelves on the account 


of ſuch attainments, nor lay the ſtreſs of religions 


upon our natural. appetites or performances. . 
It is. now time to return to the 
conſideration: of that. divine lift * Wherein the 
whereof I was diſcourſing before, diuine life 
that dhe ui,? bud t Chiift in doth. confi 
God; and therefore hath no glori - 
ous ſhow: or. appearance in- the world, and to- 
the natural man will ſeem a mean and inſipid- 
notion. As tlie anitnal. life ponſiſteth in that 


narrow and eonfined love whith is terminated 


on a man's ſelf, and in his prppenſion toward. 
thoſe things that are pleaſing to nature; ſo the 
divine lie ſtands in an univerſal and unbounded. 
affection, and in the maſtery over our natural. 
mclinations, that they may never he able to 
betray us to thoſe things which we know to be 
blameable.. The root of the diuine life is faith; 
the chief branches are · love to God, charity to 
man, purity and humility: For (as an excellent 
perfon hath well obferved) however theſe names 
nn and 1 no extraor—- 


* ; 
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dinary found, yet do they carry ſueh a mi ighty 
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ſenite, that the tongue of man or angel can 
pronounce nothing more weighty or excellent. 


Faith hath the {ame place in the dne life, 
which Jenſe hath in the natural, being indeed 
nothing elſe but a kind of ſenſe, or feeling per- 
muaſion of ſpiritual things: It extends itſelt un, 
- to all divine truths; but in our lapſed eſtate, it 
hath a peculiar relation to the declarations: of. 
| God's. mercy. and reconcileableneſs to ſinners 
through a mediator ; andtherefore receiving its 
denomination from that principal objec is or- 


dinarily termed: Fazth in Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Love of God is a delightful and alſedlion· 
ate ſenſe of the divine perfeetions, which makes 


the ſoul reſign and ſacrifice itſelf wholly unto 


him, deſiring above all. things to pleate him, 
and delighting in nothing ſo much as in fellow- 
_ * ſhip'and communion with him, and bemg ready 

to do or ſuffer any thing for his ſake, or at his 


{ pleaſure. Though this affection may have its 


tirft riſe ſrom the favours and mercies of God to- 


ward ourſelves, yet doth it, in its growth and: 


— 
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progreſs, tranſeend ſueh particular conſidera · 


tions, and ground itſelf. on His infinite good- 
neſs, manifeſted in all the works of creation and 


WM. providence. A ſoul, thus poffeſſed with divine 
| Z7ove, muſt needs be enlarged, toward all man- 
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kind, in 4 ſincere and . unbounded affedien; 


| - becauſe of the relation they have to God, being 
his creatures, and having ſomething of his. i- 
mage ſtamped upon them; | and thig is that 


charity I named as the ſecond branch ef Reli- 


_= and under which all the PR of 1 | 
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an Al the duties we owe to our neighbour, are e- 
„t. mineiſtly comprehended : T or he who doth truly 
fe, love all the world; will be nearly concerned in 
ed the intereſt of every one; and ſo far from wrong- 0 
er- ing or injuring any perſon, that he will reſent y 
many evil that 'befals n as if 1 It happened to 

, it. himſelf. | 

"of: By Purity, I underſtand. a iy Iſtradledneſb, 

re from the body, and maſtery over the inſerior 
its appetiteß; or ſuch a. temper and diſpoſition of 
or- mind, as makes a man deſpiſe and abſtain from 
an pleaſures and delights of ſenſe or ſency, 
mn. I which are ſinful in themſelves, or tend to ex- _ 
ces  tinguiſh or leſſen our reltſh of more divine and 
ito intellectual pleaſures ; which doth alſo infer a 
m, relſoluteneſs to undergo all thoſe hardſhips he 
W. may meet with in the performance: of his duty: 


dy 50 that not only chaſtity and temperance, but 
his. alſo chriſtian courage een, may . 
its come under this head. 


 Humiuity imports a deep ſenſe of our own _ 
. memtine(s,, with a hearty and affectionate ae- 
ra». knowledgment of our owing all that we, are to 
od- the divine bounty ; avhich i is always accompa- 
nd nied with a profound ſubmiſſion to the will of ö 
ine God, and great deadneſs toward the glory of | 
an- the world, and applauſe of men.. , 
nn; | Theſe are the higheſt perfeQions that either 
ing || men or angels are capable of; the very found. 
> i= ation of bonven: lead 1, Cine foul ; and he who 
hat hath attained them, needs not Aare to pry in- 
ehi- to the hidden rols of God's decrees, or ſearch 
ce, the Faun of heaven to know. what 1 is deter- 
2 3 - mined , 
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- mined about his everlaſting condition; bat 10 
may find a copy of God's thoughts concerning 
him, written in his own breaſt. His love to 
God may give him aſſurance of God's favour 
to him; and thoſe beginnings of happineſs, 
which he feels in the conformity of the powers 
of his ſoul to the nature of God, and compli- 
ance with his will, are a ſure pledge that his 
felicity ſhall be perfeed, and continued to all 
- eternity : And it is not without reaſon that one 
laid, I had rather ſee the real impreſſions of a God. 
like nature upon my own ſoul, than have a viſion 
from heaven, or an angel ſent to tell me that my 
name were inrolled in the book of life. 
When we have ſaid all that 
Religion bet- we can, the ſecret myſteries of 
ter wnderflood a new nature and divine life can 
ae, never be ſufficiently expreſſed; 
word. language and words cannot reach 
1 them; nor can they be truly 
Wl underſtood but by thoſe ſouls that are en- 
WL Kkindled: within, and awakened unto the ſenſe 
_ - and reliſh of, ſpiritual things: Were i a ſpirit I a 
77 nan, and the inſpiration of the Almaghty o 
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. Fiveth this underſtanding. The power and life F# 


of religion may be better expreſſed in actions || 
than in words; becauſe actions are more lively It. 
things, and do better repreſent the inward Ide 
principle whence they procged : And therefore Ie 
we may take the beſt meaſure of thoſe gracious Ini 
endowments from the deportment of thoſe in be 
whom they reſide; eſpecially as they are per- I bi 
ſectly erempfified i in the holy life of our bleſſed 
Savi iour, 


—— 


—— 
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| 77 
Saviour, a main part of whoſe buſineſs f in this 
world, was to teach, by his practice, what he 
did require of others, —and to make his own 
converiation an exact reſemblance of thoſe un- 
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parallelled rules which he preſcribed : So that 4 
if ever true goodneſs was viſible to mortal eyes, 


it was then, when his preſence, did beautiſy 
and illuſtrate this lower world. 


| That ſineere and devout affec- Divine love 
tion where with his bleſſed ſoul did exemplified 
conftantly durn toward his hea- in o Sa- 
venly Father, did expreſs itſelf in vdr. 


an entire reſignation to his will; 
it was this Was his very meat to do the will, and 


finiſh the work of him that ſent bim. This was 
the exerciſe of his childhood, and _ 
the conſtant. employment of his His dili- 


riper age. He ſpared no travel gence in 
or pains while he was about his doing God's 
Father's. buſineſs, but took ſuch will, © 
infinite content and ſatisfaction in _ 
the performance of it; that whenz being aint 
and weary with his journey, he reſted himſelf 
on Jacob's well, and intreated water of the Sa- 
naritun woman. The ſucceſs of his conſerencc 
with her, and the acceſſion that was made to 
the kingdom of God, filled his mind with ſuch 
delight, as ſeemed to have redounded to his 
very body, reſreſhing his ſpirits, and making 
him ſorget the thirſt whereof he complained 
before, and fefuſe the meat which he had ſent 
his diſciptes to buy. Nor was he leſs patient 
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His pationce | and ſubmiſſive in ſuffering the 
in bearing it. will of God, than diligent in 
the doing of it: He endured 
the ſharpeſt aſſlictions, and extremeſt miſeries 
that ever were inflicled on any mortal, with- 
out a repining thought, or diſcontented word: 
For though he was far from a ſtupid inſenſibi- 
lity, or a fantaſtic or ſtoical obſtinacy, and had ag 


quick a ſenſe of pain as other men, and the 


deepeſt apprehenſion of what he was to ſuffer 
in his ſoul, (as his bloody fweat, and tlie fore 
@m:azement and ſorrow which he profeſt, do a- 
bundantly declare) yet did he entirely ſubmit 
to that ſevere diſpenſation of providence, and 
willingly acquieſced in it. 

And he prayed to God, that / it were 6a 
ble, (or as one ol the Evangeliſts hath it, Le 
were withng ) that cup might be removed; yet he 
gently added, Nevertheleſs, not my wall but thin 
be done, Of what ſtrange importance are the 
expreſſions, John xii. 27. where he firſt acknow- 
ledgeth the anguiſh of his ſpirit, Now zs my ſoul 

_ troubled, (v hich would ſeem to produce a kindof 
demur) and what I. hall jay ! and then he goes 
td deprecate his fufferings, Father ſave me from 
his hour; which he had no ſooner uttered, 
but he; doth as it were, on ſecond thoughts, 
reedl it in theſe words, But for this cauſe came 
I into the world; and concludes, Father glort- 
fp thy name. Now we muſt not look on this 
es any levity, or blameable weakneſs in the 
bleſſed Jeſus : He knew all along what he was 
1 ſuller, and did moſt reſolutely undergo it; 
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but it ſhews us the unconceivable weight and 

eſſure that he was to bear, which being ſe 
afflicting, and contrary to nature, he could not 
think of without terror; yet conſidering the will 
of God, and the glory which was to redound 
to him from thence, he was net only content, 
but deſirous to luffer it. 

Another inſtance of his love to His conſt ant 
God was his delight in converſ- devotion. 
ing with him by prayer, which 
made him frequently retire himfelf from the 
world, and with the greateſt devotion and 
pleaſure ſpend whole nights in that heavenly 
exerciſe, though he had no ſms to conſeſs, 
and but few ſecular intereſts to pray for ; 
which, alas! are almoſt the only things that 
are wont to drive us to our devotions : Nay, we 
may ſay his whole life was a kind of prayer; 
a conſtant courſe of communion with God : 
If the ſacrifice was not always offering, yet was 
the fire ſtill kept alive; nor was ever the bleſſ- 
ed Jeſus ſurprifed with that dulneſs, or tipi- 
dity of ſpirit, which we muſt many times wreſile 
with before we can be fit ſor the exereiſe of 
devotion. | 

In the ſecond place, I mould His charity 
ſpeak of his love and charity to- to men. 
ward all men, but he who would i 
expreſs it, muſt tranſcribe the hiſtory of the 
goſpel, and comment upon it; for ſcarce any 
thing is recorded to have been done or ſpoken 
by him, which was not deſigned for the good 
and advantage of ſome one or other. All his 
G 2 miraculous 
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miraculods works were inſtances of his good 
neſs as well as his power; and they benefited 
thoſe on whom they were wrought, as well as 
they amazed the beholders. His charity was 
not confined to his kindred, or relations; nor 
was all his kindneſs allowed up in the en- 
dearments of that peculiar friendſhip which he 
carried toward the beloved diſciple: But every 
one was his friend who obeyed his holy commands, 
John xv. 14. and whoſoever did the will of bis 
Fratber, the ſame was to him as His Breker, and 
Aſter, and mother. , 

Never was any unwelcome to him who came 
with an honeſt intention, nor did he deny any 
requeſt which tended to the good of. thoſe that 
aſked it: So that what was ſpoken of that Ro- 
man Emperor, whom for his goodneſs they 


called the darling of mankind, was really per- 


formed by him, that never any departed from 
him with a heavy countenance, except that rich 
youth, Mark x. who was ſorry to hear that 
the kingdom of heaven ſtood at ſo high a rate, 
and that he could not {ave his foul and his mo- 
ney too. And certainly it troubled our Savi- 
our, to ſce, that when-a price was in his hand 
dc get wiſdom, yet he had no heart to it: The 
ingenuity that appeared in his firſt addreſs, had 
already procured ſome kindneſs .for him; ſor 
it is ſaid, and Jeſus bebolding him, loved bim: 
Bat ms he, for: his ſake, cut out a new way 


to heaven, and alter the nature of things, which 


make it impoſſible that a covetous man ſhculd 


be happy? 
e 5 And 


— 
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4. And what ſhall I ſpeak. of his meekneſs, 

xd Nrho could encounter the monſtrous ingratitude 
as and diſſunulation of that miſcreant who betray- *” 
as ed him, in no harſher. terms than theſe, Judas, 
or Nietrayzſt thou the Son of Man with a kiſs? What 

n- further evidence could we deſire of his fervent 

he Hand unbounded charity, than that he willingly - 
ry Maid down his life even for his moſt bitter ene- 

4, mies; and mingling his prayers with his blood, 
570 beſought the Father that his death might not 

nd be laid to their charge, but might become the 
Incans of eternal life to thoſe. very. perſons who 

ne ¶ procured it. 
ny The third branch of the Abr His purity. | 
at Wife is parity, which, as I ſaid, con- 

0- Wits in a neglect of worldly enjoyments and AC» 

ey eommadations, in a reſolute enduring of al 

r- ſuch troubles as we meet with in doing of our 
m duty. Now ſurely, if ever any perſon was 
ch JF wholly dead to all the pleaſures of the natural 
at © life, it was the bleſſed Jeſus, who ſeldom taſted 
te, them when they came in his way; but never 
o- ſtept out of his road to ſeek them. Though he 
v1- allowed others the comforts of wedlock, and 
nd honoured marriage with his preſence ; yet he 
he choſe the ſeverity of a virgin liſe, and never 
ad knew the nuptial bed: And though at the ſame 
or time he ſupplied the want of wine with a 
7: miracle, yet he would net work one for the re- 
ay lief of his own hunger in the wilderneſs ; ſo 
ch gracious and divine was the temper of his ſoul, 
nd in allowing to others ſuch lawful ratifications 
as himſelf * you to abſtain from, and 
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ſupplying not only their more extreme and 
preſſing neceſſities, but alſo their ſmaller and 
Jeſs conſiderable wants. We many times hear 
of our Saviour's ſighs, and groans, and tears; 
but never that he laughed, and but once that 


he rejoiced in ſpirit: So that through his 


whole life, he did exactly anſwer that charac. 
ter given of him by the prophet of old, that he 
was a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief. 
Nor were the troubles and diſaccommodations 
of! his life other than matters of choice; for ne- 


ver did there any appear, on the ſiege of the 


world, with greater advantages to have raiſed 
himſelf to the higheſt ſeculiar felicity. He who 
wou yl bring together ſuch a prodigious number 
of fithes into his diſciples net, and, at another 


time, receive that tribute from a fiſh which he 


— 


Vas to pay to the temple, might eaſily have 


made himſelf the richeſt perſon in the world: 
Nay, without any money, he could have main- 
tained an army powerful enough to have juſtled 


C ſar out of his throne, having oſtner than 
once fed ſeveral thouſands with a few loaves 

and ſmall filhes ; but, to ſhew how ſmall efteem 
hae had of all the enjoyments in the world; he 


choſe to live in ſo poor and mean a condition, 


zar though the ow had holes, and the birds of the 
| air had neſts, y who was lord and heir of 
all thing, bad) wn es to lay his head: He 


did not frequent the courts of pxinces, nor af. 


| fee the acquaintance or converſe of great ones; 


but being reputed the ſon of a carpenter, he 
had hihermen, and ch other pave poopie for 


his 


p \ 
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his eompanions, and lived at ſuch a rate, as 

ſuited with the meanneſs of that condition. 
And thus I am brought una- 


wares to ſpeak of his humility, 
the laſt branch of the divine 
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life ; wherein he was a moſt eminent pattern to 


us, that we might learn of him to be meek and 
lowly in heart, I ſhall not now ſpeak of that 


infinite condeſcenſion of the eternal Son of God, ö 


in taking our nature upon him; but only reſlect 
on our Saviour's lowly and humble deportment 
while he was in the world. He had none of 


thoſe, ſins and imperſections which may juſtly 
humble the beſt of men; but he was ſo intirely _ | 
ſwallowed up with a deep ſenſe of the infinite 


perfections of God, that he appeared as nothing 
in his own eyes; I mean, ſo far as he was a 
creature. \He conſidered thoſe eminent perfec- 


tions, which ſhined in his bleſſed ſoul; not as 
his own, but the gifts of God; and therefore 


aſſumed nothing to himſelf for them, but, with 
the profoundeſt humility, renounced all pre 
tences to them. 


dreſſed to his human nature by one who it 
ſeems was ignorant of lis divinity : Why call- 
eft thou me good? there is none good but God only; 


as if he had ſaid, the goodneſs of any crea- 


ture (and ſuch only thou takeſt me to be) 1s 


not worthy to be named or taken notice of; it 


1s God alone who is originally and eſſentially 


gratily, 


| His humility. 


Hence did he refuſe that avs 
dinary compellation of Good Maſter, when ad- 


good. He never made uſe of his miraculous - 
power for vanity or oſtentation. He weuld not 
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gratify the. curioſity of the Jews with a fign : 


from heaven, ſome prodigious. appearance in 
the air; nor would he follow the advice of 
his countrymen and kindred, who would have 
| had all his great works performed in the eyes 
of the world, for gaining him the greater fame: 
But when his charity had prompt ed him to the 
relief of the miſerable, his humility made him, 
many times enjoin the concealment of the mi- 
racle; and when the glory of God, and the 
deſign for which he came into the world, re- 
quired the publication of them, he aſeribeth 
the honour of all to his Father, telling them, 
that of bimſelf he was able to do nothing; 
1 cannot infiſt on all the inſtances of humility. 
in His deportment towards men; his withdraw. 
ing himſelf when they would have made him a 
king; his ſubjection not only to his bleſſed 
mother, but to her huſband, during his younger 


1 years, and his ſubmiſſion to all the indignitics 


and affronts which his rude and malicious enc- 
mies did put upon him. The hiſtory of his holy 


life, recorded by thoſe who converſed with him, 


is full of ſuch paſſages as theſe and indeed the 
ſerious and attentive ſtudy of it is the beſt way 
to get right meaſures of bumility, and all the 


other parts of religion which I have been en- 


deavouring to deſcribe, 


But now, that I may leſſen your wd of. 


| reading a long letter, by making ſome pauſes 


in it; let me here ſubjoin a prayer, that might 


be proper, when one, Who had formally enter- 


BD diſcover what it is. 


] _ - tained ſome falfe notions of * begins to | 


bar [bined ſo em 


* TR SOUL. or *. mg 
; A PRAYER. 


INFINITE and ETERNAL Majeſty ! 
Author and Fountain of being and Bleſſedneſs.! 


How little do we poor /inful creatures know of 
thee, or the way to ſerve and pleaſe thee ! We 


zalk of Religion, and pretend unto it; but alas! 
how few are there ae #10 and con/ider what 
it means how eaſily do we miftake the affetFions 
of our nature, and 1ſſues of ſelf-love, for thoſe di- 
vine graces which alone can render ut accepedble © 
in thy /ight ! It may guſtly grive me to confider, 
that 1 ſhould have wandered fo long, and content- 
ad myſelf fo often with vain ſhadows, 
images of Piety and Religion; yet I cannot but 


ackowledge and adore thy goodneſs, who baſt been 


Hleaſed, in ſoe meaſure, to open mine eyes, and 
{et me ſee what it is at which I ought to aim. I 
rejorce to confider what mighty improvements m *. 
nature is capable of, and what A divine temper 0 


ſpirit doth ſhine in thoſe whom thou art pleaſed to 
= £-09/e, and cauſeſt to approach unto thee. 


Bleſſed + 


be thine infinite mercy, who ſenteſt thine own Sor 


to dwell among men, and enftrutt them by his ex- © 


ample ag well as rs laws, giving them a perfelt 
pattern of what they. ought to be. O. that ebe 


holy life of the bleſſed Feſus may be always in my 


Rf oughts, and before mine eyes, till I receive @ 


deep ſenſe and im mpre Non of thoſe excellent graces 
nently in him; and let me neuer 
cegſe my endeavours, till that new and divine 


nature prevail an my Jout, ws Gor if be formed 
4 * 


AN 


id falle 
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AND now, my dear Friend, having diſco- 
vered the nature of true Religion, before I 
proceed any further, it will not perhaps be 

* unfit to fix our meditations a 
. The excellency little on the excellency and ad- 
and advantage vantages of it, that we may be 
5 af religion, excited to the more vigorout 
b and diligent proſecution of thoſe 
methods whereby we may attain ſo great 
a'felicity. But, alas! what words ſhall we 
find to expreſs that inward ſatisfaction, thoſe 
hidden pleaſures which can never be rightly 
_ underſtood, but by theſe holy ſouls who fee i 
them? 4 ranger intermeddleth not with their 
Joy. Holineſs is the right temper, the vigo- 
rous and healthful conſtitution of the ſoul : Its 
_ faculties had formerly been infeebled and diſ. 
ordered, ſo that they could not exerciſe their 
natural functions; it had wearied itſelf with 
endleſs toſſings and rollings, and was never able 
to find any reſt: Now that diſtemper þeing 
removed, it feels itſelf well; there is a due 
harmony in its faculties, and a ſprightly vigour 
11 poſſeſſeth every part. The underſtanding can 
1 diſcern what is good, and the will can cleave 
| unto it. The affections are not tied to the mo- 
k | * tions of ſenſe, and the influence of external ob- 
wm js but they are flirred by more divine im- 
preſſions, are touchedby a ſenſe of inviſibl= things. 
: Let us deſcend, if you pleaſe, 
The. excel. into a nearer and more particular 
eney of di. view of Religion, in thoſe ſeveral 
wine low. branches of it which were named 
TIE gy befores 
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before : Let us conſider that love wal aff:&ion 
wherewith holy fouls are united to God, that 
we may lee what excelleney and felicity is in- 


volved in it. Love is that powerful and pre- 


valent paſſion, by which all the facultics and 
inclinations of the ſoul are determined, and on 
which both its perſection and happinets depend. 

The werth and. excelleney of a ſoul is to be 
meaſured by the object of its love: who 
loveth mean and ſordid things, doth thereby 
become baſe and vile; but a noble and well- 


'Y7 


placed affection doth advance and improve the 


ſpirit into a comformity with the perfections 
| which it loves. 


The images of theſe do fre- 
quently preſent themſelves unto the mind, and, 

by a ſecret force and energy, inſinuate into the 
very conſtitution of the ſoul, and mould and 
faſhlon it unto their own likeneſs. Hence we 


may ſee how caſily lovers or friends do ſlide 


into the imitation of the perſons whom they _ 


affect; and who, even before they are aware, 
they begin to reſemble them, not. only ii the 
more conſiderable inſtances of their deportment, 
but alſo in their voice and geſture, and that 


which we call their mien or air; and certain- Ws 
ly we ſhould-as well tranſcribe the virtues and 
inward beauties of the ſoul, if they were 15 1 


object and motive of our love. But now; as 
all the creatures we converſe with have their 
mixture and alloy, we are always i in hazard to 


be ſullied and corrupted, by placing our af- 


fection on them: Pailion doth caſily blind our 
eyes, 10 chat we firſt approve, and then imi- 
1 . 


tate 


- 
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tate the things that are blameable in them. 
The true way to improve and ennoble our ſouls, 
is, by fixing our love on the divine perfections) 
that we may have them always before us, and 
derive an impreſſion of them on ourſelves, and 


3  beholding with open face, as in a glaſs, the glory 


af the Lord, we may be changed into the Jame i- 
mage, from glory to glory. He who, with a 
Zenerous and holy ambition, hath raiſed his eyes. 
towards that uncreated beauty and goodneſs, 
and fixed his affection there, is quite of another 
Ipirit, of a more excellent ard heroic temper. 
than the reſt of the world, and cannot but in- 


unitely diſdain all mean and unworthy things; 


wilt not entertain any low or baſe thoughts, 
which might diſparage his high and noble pre- 
tenſions. Love is the greateſt and moſt excel- 
lent thing we are maſters of; and therefore it 
18 folly and baſeneſs to detto it unworthily : 

It is, indeed, the only thing we can call our 
own; other things may be taken from us by 


3 violence, but none can raviſh our love: If any 


ching elſe be counted ours, by giving our love, 


we give all, fo far as we make over our hearts} 


and wills, by which we poſſeſs our other enjoy- 
ments: It is not poſſible to refuſe him any thing, 
to whom, by love, we have given ourſelves ; 


nay, ſince it is the privilege of gifts to receive 


heir value ſrom the mind of the giver, and not 
to be meaſured by the event, but by the deſire, 
he who loveth, may, in ſome ſenſe, be ſaid not 
only to beſtow all that he hath, but all things 
elfe which may make the beloved perſon hap- 


bY 


0 Y> 8 % 4 g i ' 1 . 
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py ;. fince he doth heartily wiſh them, and 


would really give them if they were in his 
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power: In which ſenſe it is that. one makes 


bold to ſay, That divine love doth, in a manner,, 
give God unto himſelf, by The complacency it tales 
in the happineſs and perfection of his nature : But 
though this may ſgem too {trained an expreſ»= , 


hon, certainly love is the wort hĩeſt preſent we 


can offer unto God, and it is extremely deba- 
ſed, when we beſtow 3 it another way. 
When this affection is miſplaced, it deth. 


oſten vent itſelf in ſuch expreſſions as point at 


its genuine and proper object, and inſinuate 
where it ought to be placed. The flattering 
and blaſphemous terms of adoration, wherein 
men do ſometimes expreſs their paſſion, are the 
language of that affection which was made and 


deſigned for God; as he who is accuſtomed to J 4 
ſpeak to ſome great perſon, doth perhaps, una- 


Wares, accoſt another with thoſe titles he was 
wont to give him: But, certainly, that paſſion 
which accountethits objects a deity, ought to be 
beſtowed on him who really is ſo: Thoſe 
unlimited ſubmiſſions, which would debaſe the 


| foul if directed to any ôther, will exalt and en- 


noble it x hen placed here: Thoſe chains and 
cords of love are infinitely more glorious than 


| liberty itſelf; this favery is moxe noble than all 


the empires in the world. 
Again, as divine love doth ad- e advan- 
vance and elevate the ſoul; ſo it tages di- 


is tha: alone which can ke It vine love. 


happy: The higheſt and moſt ra- 
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ing 3 the moſt ſolid and fubſtan- 


tial delights that human nature is capable of, 


are thoſe which ariſe from the endearments 
of a well-placed and ſuccelsful affection. That 
which imbitters love, and makes it ordinarily 
a very troubleſome and hurtfui' paſſion, is the 
placing. it on thoſe who have not worth enough 
to deſerve it, or affection and gratitutle to re- 
quite it, or whole abſence may deprive us of 
the pleaſure of their converſe, or their mi- 
ſeries oceaſion our trouble. To all. theſe. evils 
arc they expoſed, whole chief and fupreme al- 
fection is placed on creatures Ive themſelves ; 


but the love of God delivers us from them all, 


Firft, I ſay, love muſt needs 
be miſerable, and full of trouble 
and diſquietude, when there is 
not worth an excellency enough 


The AY" of 
the objett. 


in the object to anſwer the vaſtneſs of its capa- 
City. So cager and violent a paſſions cannot but 


fret and torment the ſpirit, when it finds not 


wherewith to ſatisſy its cravings : And, in- 


deed, ſo large and unboundedis its nature, that 
it muſt be extremely pinched and ftraitened, 


when confined to any creature ; nothing below 


an infinite good can afford it room to ſtretch 
itſelf, and exert its vigour and activity. What 


is a little ſkin-deep beauty, or ſome ſmall de- 


grees of goodneſs, to match or ſatisſy a paſſion 
which was made for God ; deſigned to embrace 


au infinite good: No wonder lovers do ſo hard- 
ly ſuffer any rival, and do not deſire that others 


mould apprcve their pation by imitating It ; 


11 


They know the ſcantineſs and wreath of 
| the good which they love, that it cannot ſuf- 
hat (fee two, being in effect too little ſor one. 
Hence love, which ts 1 flrong as death: occaſion- 


coals whereof are coals of | ———— which hath a 
moſt violent lame. _. 
But drvine love hath no mixture of this all 


1 When once the ſoul is fixt on that ſupreme and 
ils J all ſufficient good, it finds ſo much perſection 
and goodneſs, as doth not only anſwer and ſ atisfy 
al- 
its affection, but maſter and overpower it too: 


U. It finds all its love to be too faint and languid' 


* it can command no more. It wiſheth for the 
; poo of a raph, and longs for the time when 
hi ſhall be wholly melted and diſſolved into love; 

and becauſe it can do fo little itſelf, it deſires 

the aſſiſtance of the whole creation, that angels 
and men would concur with it in the admiration 

n. and love of thoſe infinite perfections. | 

1 Again, Love is accompanied | 

1. with trouble, when it miſſeth a The certain 
\ || ſuitable return of affection: Love ty to be belo- 
n is the moſt valuable thing we can ved again. 

1 beſtow, and by giving it, we do, 


it muſt needs be afliting to find ſo great a gift 
4 deſpiſed, that the preſent which one hath made 
„of his whole heart, cannot prevail to obtain 
any return. Perfect love is a kind of ſelſ-dere- 
tion, a wandering out of ourſelves; it is ' 
: kind of voluntary dcath, wherein the mae dics 


' s 
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eth jealouſy which ts cruel as the grave the 


my bor ſuch a noble object, and is only ſorry that 
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in eſſect, give all that we have; and therefore, 
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to himſelf, and all his own intoxeſts, not think. 
Ing of them, nor caring. for them any more, 


and minding nothing but how he may pleaſe 
and gratity the party whom he loves. 'Thus he 

is quite undone, unleſs he meets with recipro- 
Cal affection; | he negle&s himſelf, and the o- 
ther hath no regard to him: But if be be be- 


loved, he is revived, as it were, and liveth in 


the ſoul and care of the perſon whom he loves 
and now he begins to mind his own concern- 
ments, not ſo much becauſe they are his, as 
becauſe the beloved is pleaſed to on an inter- 


eſt in them; he becomes dear unto himſelf, bes 
cauſe he is fo unto the other. 
But why ſhould I enlarge in ſo known a mats 


ter! Nothing can be more clear than that the 
happineſs of love depends on the return it meets 
with; and herein the divine lover hath unſpeak- 


ably the advantage, having placed his affedies 


on him whoſe nature is love, whoſe goodnels is 


as infinite as his being, whoſe mercy prevented 


us when we were his enemies, therefore cannot 


chuſe but embrace us when we are become his 
friends. It is utterly impoſſible that God ſhould 
deny his love to a ſoul wholly devoted to him, 
and which deſires nothing ſo much asto ſerve and 


= pleaſe him; he cannot diſdain his own image, 
nor the heart in which it is engraven: Love is 


all the tribute which we can pay him, and it is 


i * the ſacrifice which he will not diſpiſe. 


Another thing which diſturbs 


15 preſence the. pleaſure of love, and renders 
2 2 the beloy- it a miſerable and unquiet paſſion, 


6d perſon. is abſcnce and hi from 
| * thoſe 
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thoſe we love. It is not without a ſenſible afflie- 


tion that friends do part, though for ſome little 
time; it is ſad to be deprived of that ſociety 
which is ſo delightful ; aur life becomes tedi- 
ous, being ſpent in an impatient expeQation of 
the hapþy hour . we may meet again: 
But if death have made the ſeparation, as ſome 
time or other it muſt, this occaſions, a, grief 
ſcarce to be paralleled by all the misfortunes of 
human life, and wherein we may pay dear 
enough for the comforts of our friendſhip. . 
But O how happy are thoſe who have placed _ 
their love on him who can never be abſent from 
them! They need but open their eyes, and 
they ſhall every where behold the traces of his 
preſence and glory, and converſe with him 
whom their ſoul loveth; and this makes the 
darkeſt priſon, or wildeſt deſart, not only ſup- 
portable, but delightful to them. 

In fine, a lover is miſerable, if The divine 
the perſon whom he loveth be ſo; love mates 
they who have made an exchange ws partake 
of hearts by love, get thereby an of an nfi- 
intereſt in one another's happi- nite happt- 
neſs and miſery : And this makes nes. 
love a troubleſome paſhon, when 8 
placed on earth. The moſt fortunate perſon 
hath grief enough to mar the tranquility of 
his friend; and it is hard to hold it out, when 


we arc attacked on all hands, and ſuffer not 1 


only in our own perſon, but in another's, But 
if God were thc object of our love, we ſhould 
Hare 3 in an infinite happineſs without any mix- 
| . L 5 Lure, 
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ture, or poſſibility of diminution ; we ſhould 
rcjoicc to beliold the glory of God, and re- 
ccive comfort and pleaſure from all the praiſes 
whercwith men and angels do extol him. It 
 thould delight us, beyond all expreſſion, to . 
couſider, that the beloved of our fouls is inh- 
nitcly happy in himſelf, and that all his ene- IſÞ et 
mies cannot thake or unſettle his throne ; That 
our God is in the heavens, and doth what ſoever be by 
plenſeth. | 
Behold, on what ſure foundation his hap- fr 
pineſs is built, whoſe foul is poſleſſed with di- 
vine love, whole will 1s transformed into the will 
of God, and whoſe greateſt deſire is, that his | © 
Maker ſhould be pleaſed! O the peace, the 
reſt, the ſatisfaction that attendeth ſuch a tem- I 
per of mind ! ne | 
To What an infinite pleaſure muſt It. 
He that lov- it needs be, thus, as it were, to d 
eth God, loſr ourielves in him, and, being 
finds ſibect- ſwallowed up in the overcoming I 
neſs in every ſenſe of his goodneſs, to offar || 1 
e:/pen/aticn. ourſelves a living tacrifice, always . 
3 aſcending unto him in flames of t 
l 

; 


| ore. Never doth a foul know what ſolid joy 
and ſubſtantial pleaſure is, till once, being wea⸗ 
0 ry of itſelf, it renonnee all propriety, give it- 
| aclf up unto the author of its being, and feel . 
| itſelf become an hallowed and devoted thing, 
and can ſay, from an inward ſenſe an feeling, 
beloved is mine, (J account all his intereſt 
mine own) and 1 am his: I am content to be 
«av thing for lim, ard care not ſor myſelf, 


but 


; as ; 
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35 
but that I may lerve him. A perſon, mould. 
e- cd into this temper, 'would find pleature in 01 
es the diſpeblations of providence : Tempor al et 
It © joyments would have another relith, when de 
to mould taſte the divine goodneſs in them, an 
in- confider them as tokens of love fent by his 4 
ꝛe-eſt Eord and Maker: And chaſtifements, though 
vat they be not joyous, but gricvous, would here— 
be by loie their (ling, the rod as well as the aro 
would comtort hin: He would inatch a kiſs. 
p- from the hand that was fmiting him, and gather 
di- iwectnets rom that ſeverity ; nay, he Won 
vill reſbice, that though Go did not the will or 
bis uch a worthlcis an, 4 foolith creature as hiinkelt, 
he vet he did his own will, an] acea; mplithed hisown 
m- deſigus, which are intinitely, more holy and wile, 
he exerciſes of religion, which 
uſt to others are inſipid aud tedious, Tho duties f 
to do yield the higheſt pleaſdre religion are 
ing and delight to fouls Polle led dello fu. to 
ing with divine love. They reſoice Hint. 
Ter when they are called f to go 28 
ays iſ to the bouſe of the Lord, that they may fe: - 
of power died his ge, as they have formerly feen it 
Joy ¶ it the ſcinctuuy. They never think themſ elves 
ca- ſo happy, as when, having retire vo from tis 
it- world, and gotten free. from the note aud ay 
eel ry of affairs, and filenced all their en orous 
ng, J paiſions, (thoſe troublcionre gueſts within) they 
ng, have placed themſelves in the preſence of God, 
reſt and entertain fellowihip and communion with 
be him: Thoy delight to adore his perfe lions, 
elf, e : and 


T Pſal, tial 2s 


ty: But where divine love poſleſſeth the ſoul, 
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and recount his favours,—and to proteſt their 

affection to him, and tell him a thouſand times L. 
that they love him; to lay out their troubles lo 
or wants before him and diſburden their hears g 
in his boſom. Repentance it{elf is a delight- I cs 
ful exerciſe, when it floweth from the principle I er 
of love. There is a ſecret ſweetneſs which ac- N 
companieth thoſe tears of remorſe, thoſe melt- 
ings and relentings of a foul returning unto 
God, and lamenting its former unkindnefs. 

The ſeverities of a holy life, and that con- 
Rant watch which we are obliged to keep over 
our hearts and ways, are very troubleſome to 
thoſe who are only ruled and ated by an 
external law, and have no law in their minds 
inchning them to the performance of their du- 


> wy. 3 =: 


wh wy © =» 


it ſtands as centinel to keep out every thing that 
may offend the beloved, and doth diſdainfully 
repulſe thoſe temptations which aſſault it: It 

complicth cheeriully, not only with explicit 
commands, but with the moſt ſecret notices of 
the beloved's pleaſure, and is ingenious in 
diſcovering what will be moſt . grateful and 
acceptable unto him: It makes mortification 
and ſelf-denial change their harſh and dreadful 
names, and become caly, tweet, and delights 
things. 

But I find this part of my letter ſwell bigger 
than I deſigned, (indeed who would not bo 
tempted to Gel on bs pleaſant a theme!) I 
ſhall endeavour to compenſate it by brevity in 
the other points. 

The 
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The next branch of the divine The excellen- 
Lie, is an univerſal charity and 7y of charity. - 
love. The excellency of this 

grace will be eaſily acknowledged; for what 
can be more noble and generous, than a heart 


enlarged to embrace the whole world, whoſe | 


withes and deſigns are levelled at the good and 
welfare of the univerſe, whieh conlidereth every 


man's intereſt as its own? He who loveth his 


neighbour as himſelf, can ngver entertain any 
bate or injurious thought, or be wanting in ex- 
reſſions of bounty : He had rather ſuffer a 
thouſand wrongs, than be guilty of one; and 
never accounts himſelf happy, but when ſome 
one or other hath been benefited by him: The 
malice or ingratitude of men is not able to re- 
ſiſt his love: He overlooks their injuries, and 
pities their folly, and overcomes thein evil with 
good: and never deſigns any other revenge a- 
gainſt- his moſt bitter and malicious enemies, 
than to put all the obligations he can upon 
them, whether they will or not. Is it any 
wonder that ſuch a perſon be reverenced and 
admireg, and accounted the darling of mankind ? 
This inward goodneſs and benignity of ſpirit 
reflects a certain {ſweetneſs and ſerenity upon 
the very countenance, and makes it amiable and 
lovely: It inſpireth the ſoul with a noble re- 
ſolution and courage, and makes it capable oſ 
enterpriſing and affeding the higheſt things. 


„ Thoſe heroic actions which we are wont to read 


with admiration, have, for the moſt part, been 
the effects of the love of one's country, or of par- 
1 5 ticular 


bl 
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| ticular friend{hips ; And certainly, a more ex- 
tenſive aud umverſal affection muſt be much fel 
| more powerful and efficacious. ve 
2 ge Again, As charity flows ſrom a pa 


=: he plcaſure noble and excellent temper, 10 it Jo) 
ll that attends is dctompanied with the greateſt 
| it. ſatisfaction and pleaſure: It de- br 


| lights the ſoul to ſeel itſelt thus an 
enlarged, and to be delivered from thoſe dit. I ſe 
Juieting, as well.as deformed paſhions, malice, I pl 
d Hatred and envy; and become gentle, ſweet, tr 
and benign. Had I my cjwice of all things pe 
i that might tend to my preſent felicity, 1 would I oi 
pitch upon this, to have my heart poeſſeſſed I n. 
with the greateſt kindneis and affection towards IV: 
all men in the world. I am ſure this would a 
make me partake in all the happineſs of others; 1 
their inward endowments and outward profperi- P 
ty; every thing that did benefit and advan- 4 
tage them would afford me comfort and plea- 8 
ſure: And though Linould frequently meet with I © 
_ occaſions of grief and compailion, yet there is J 
a ſweetneſs in commiſeration, wh ich makes it 1 
e 

0 

0 


infinitely more defirable thaw a ſtupid inſenſibi- 
lity: And the conlideration of that infinite 
goodnels and wiidom which governs the world, 
might repreſs any excefhve trouble ſor parti- 
cular calamities that happen in it: And the 
hopes or pollibility of mens after-Mappinels, 
might moderate their ſorrow for their preſent 
misfortunes. Certainly, next to the love and 
enjoyment of God, that ardent charity and aſ- 
legion wherewith bleſſed ſouls do embrace ono 


another 


FCC 


* 


mother, is juſtly to be reckoned as the greateſt 


felicity of thoſe regions above; and did it uni- 
verſally prevail in the world, it would antici- 
pate that bleſſedneſs, and make us taſte of the 
joys of heaven upon-carth. _ 

That which I named as a third The excellen- 
branch of Religion, was purity; c of purity, 
and you may remember I de- 
ſcribed it to conſiſt in a contempt of ſenſual 
pleaſures, and reſoluteneſs to undergo thoſe 
troubles and pains we may meet with in the 


performance of our duty. Now, the naming , 


of this may ſuffſiee to recommend it as a moſt 
noble and excellent quality. There is no {la- 
very ſo baſe, as that w hereby a man becomes 
a drudge to his own luſts; nor any victory ſo 
glorious, as that which 1s obtained over them. 
Never can that pcrſon be capable of any thing 


that 18 noble and worthy, who 18 {ſunk in the | 
groſs and feculent pleaſures of tenſe, or kewitch= 


ed with the light and airy gratiſications of fancy: 


But the religious ſoul is of a more ſublime and 


divine temper ; it knows it was made for high- 
er things, and ſeorns to ſtep aſide one foot out 


of the cays of holineſs, for the being any 
of theſe. 


And this purity is accompanied e delight. 


with a great deal of pleaſure: 7 affords. 
Whatſoever defiles the ſoul, dil. 8 

turbs it too; all impure delights have a ſting in 
them, and leave ſmart and trouble behind them. 
Frceſs and intemperance, and all inordinate 
Juſts, are ſo much enemies to the health of the 


body, 
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body, and the intereſts of this preſent life, that 


a little conſideration might oblige any rational 
man to torbear them on that very ſcore; and 
if the religious perſon go higher, and do not on. 


ly abſtain from noxious pleaſures, but negled 


thoſe that are innocent, this is not to be looked 


upon as any violent and uneaſy reſtraint, but 
as the effect of better choice, that their minds 


are taken up in the purſuit of more ſublime and 


reſined delights, ſo that they cannot be con. 


cerned in theſe. Any perſon that is engaged 
in a voilent and paſſionate affection, will eaſily 
forget his ordinary gratifications, will be little 


curious about his diet, or his bodily eaſe, or 
the divertiſements he was wonted to delight in. 


No wonder then, if ſouls overpowered with di. 


vzne love deſpiſe inferior pleaſures, and-be al- 


moſt ready to grudge the body its neceſſary at- 
tendance for the common accommodations of 
life, judging all theſe impertinent to their main 


happineſs, and thoſe higher enjoyments they 
are purſuing. As for the hardſhips they may 
meet with, they rejoice in them, as opportu- 
nities to exerciſe and teſtify their affection: 


And ſince they are able to do ſo little for God, 
they are glad of the honour to ſuffer for him. 


The laſt branch of Religion is 


| The excel. humility; and however, to vulgar 


leney of and carnal eyes, this may appear 


. an abject, baſe and deſpicable qua- 


lity, yet really the ſoul of man is 


as capable of an higher and more noble en- 
dow ment. It 1 is a ſilly ignorance that begets 


pride; : 
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pride: But humility ariſes from a nearer ac- 
quaintance with excellent things, which keeps 
men from doting on trifles, or admiring them- 
ſelves becauſe of ſome petty attainments. No- 
ble and well-educated ſouls have no ſuch high 
opinion of riches, beauty, ſtrength, and other 


ſuch like advantages, as to value themſelves for 


them, or deſpiſe thoſe that want them: And 
as for inward worth and real goodneſs, the ſenſe 
they have of the divine perfections, makes them 
think very meanly of any thing they have hi- 
therto attained, and be {till endeavouring to ſur- 
mount themſelves, and make nearer approaches 
to thoſe infinite excellencies which they admire. 

I know not what thoughts people may have. 
of humility, but I ſee almoſt every perſon pre- 
tending to it, and ſhunning ſuch expreſſions and 
ations as may make them be accounted arro- 
gant and preſumptuous, ſo that thoſe who are 
moſt defirous of praiſe will be loth to com- 
mend themſelves. What are all thoſe compli- 
ments and modes of eivility, ſo frequent in our 
ordinary converſe, but ſo many proteſtations of 
the eſteem of others, and the low thoughts we 
have of ourſelves ? And muſt not that humility _ 
be a noble and excellent endowment, when the 

very thadows of it are accounted ſo neceſſary 
a part of good breeding ? 

Again, This grace is accom- The pleaſure 
J panied with a great deal of and ſweerneys 


happineſs and tranquillity. The of an bumble 


proud and arrogant perſon is a femper. 
trouble to all that converſe with 
F | him, 


42 | THE LIFE OF GOD | 


him, but moſt of all unto himſelf : Every thing v 
is enough to vex him; but ſcarce any thing f 
ſufficient to content and. pleaſe him. He in 
ready to quarrel with every thing that falls out MW * 
as if he himſelf were ſuch a conſiderable perſon, tl 
that God Almighty ſhould do every thing to 1 
gratify him, and all the creatures of heaven andi ® 
earth ſhould wait upon him, and obey his will. P. 
The leaves of high trees do ſhake with every ® 
blaſt of wind; and every breath, every evil 
word will difquiet and torment an arrogant © 
man: But the humble perſon hath the advan. ® 
tage, when he is deſpiſed, that none can think re 
more meanly of him than he doth of himſelf: * 
and therefore he is not troubled at the matter, 
but can eaſily bear thoſe reproaches whick| le 
vound the other to the ſoul. And withal, as he b. 
is leſs affected with injuries, ſo indeed he is leſs f 
- obnoxious unto them:  Contention which. cometh | © 
of pride, betrays a man into a thouſand incon- . 
 veniencies, which thoſe of a meek and lowly 
temper ſeldom meet with. True and genuine al 
humility begetteth both a veneration and love ee 
among all wife and diſcerning perſons, while te 
pride deſeateth its own deſign, and depriveth I ft 
a man of that honour it makes him pretend to. || 8 
hut as the chef exerciſes of humility are thoſe Zu 
which relate unto Almighty God, ſo theſe are 
accompanied with -the greateſt ſatisfaction and 
ſweetneſs. It is impoſſible to expreſs the great 
pleaſure and delight which religious perſons ;; 
| feel in the loweſt proſtration of their ſouls be- in 
Fore God, when having a deep ſenſe of the di- 
vine 


GS. 
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vine majeſty and glory, they fink (if T may ſo 
peak) to the bottom of their beings, and va- 
niſh and diſappear in the preſence of God by 
a ſerious and affectionate acknowledeg gement of 
their own nothingneſs, and the ſhorineſs and 
imperfections of their attainments ; when they 
underſtand the fall ſenſe- and emphaſis of the 
Pialmiſt's exclamation,” Lord] what" is. man? 
and can utter it with the ſame. affe&ion.:: Ne- 
ver did any haughty arid ambitious perſon re- 
gam ccive the praiſes and applauſes of men with ſo 
van much pleaſure, as the humble and religious do 
ink renounce them: Not unto us, O Lord wy not unto. 
ſelf: 5, but unto thy name ive glory, &. 

ter] Thus I have ſpoken ſomething of the excel- 
hick Þ lencies and advantage of Religion in its ·ſeveral 
s he branches; but ſhould be very injurious to the 
Jeſs | ſubject, did I pretend to have given any per- 
meth | fect account of it. Let us acquaint ourſelves 
con- | with 1 it, my dear . W let us acquaint ourſelves 
»wly || vith it, and experience will teach us more than 
uine all that ever hath been ſpoken or written con- 
love || cerning it. But, if we may ſuppoſe the ſoul * 
/hile to be already awakened unto ſome longing de- 
zeth | fires, after ſo great a bleſſedneſs, it "will be - 
] to. | good to give them vent, and ſaffer them to if« - 
hoſe ] ſue forth in ſome ſuch aſpirations as theſe: 
are ü 


„„ A VA BR.: 


realy GOOD GOD ! what a mighty falicity 75 tb 
26 which we are called? How graciouſly haſt thou 
* our ay and 2 e and pre- 

2 eribed 
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ſeribed that for our work, the performance where. il| . 
is a great reward Aud all ſuch ſilly worm w. 
be advanced to ſo great a height * Wilt thou allow cc 
us to raiſe our eyes to thee? Wilt thou admit and th 
accept our affettion £ Shall we receive the impreſ. | he 
fron of thy divine excellencies, by beholding and ad. m 
mir ing them, —and partake of thy igfinite bleſſed- I} is 
neſs and glory, by lowing thee, and rejoicing in re 
them? O the happineſs of thoſe ſouls that have ſh ui 
broken the fetters of ſelflove, and diſintangled their d. 
uffett:ion from every narrow and particular good? ii 
whoſe underſtandings are enlightened by thy holy | *© 
Hiri, and their wills enlarged to the extent of © 
thine ! who love thee above all things, and all man. 
Lind for thy ſake ! I am perſuaded, O GOD, I} © 
am perſuaded, that I can never be happy, till y 
| carnal aud corrupt affections be mortified, and the 
pride and vanity of my ſpirit be ſubdued, and till I} * 
come. ſeriouſly to deſpiſe the world, and think no- * 
thing of "myſelf. But O when ſhall it once be? © 
O when ſball it once be ? O when wilt thou come 
unto me, and ſatisfy my foul with. thy likeneſs, 
making me holy as thou art holy, even in all manner 
of converſation * Haſt thou given me a proſpett of 
o great a felicity, and wilt thou not bring me un- 
to it ? Hat thou excited thoſe deſires in my ſoul, 
aul wilt thou not alſo ſatisfy them ? 0 teach me 
to do thy will, for thou art my God ; thy ſpirit u 
go, lead me -unto the land of uprightneſi. 
Puicken me, O Lord, for thy name's ſake, and 
perfect that which concerneth me : Thy mercy, 0 


Td end-reth for ever, forſake not the works 0 
Bine own hands, 
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The deſpondent 
thoughts of 
fome newly a- 
wakened to a 

right ſenſe. ff 


thugs. | 


I nave hitherto conſidered 
wherein true Religion doth 
conſiſt, and how defirable a 
thing it is; but when one ſees 
how infinitely diſtant the com- 
mon temper and frame of men 
is from it, he may perhaps be 


ready to diſpond, and give over, and think it 


utterly impoffible to be attained : He may fit 
down in ſadneſs, and bemoan himſelf, and ſay, 
in the anguiſh. and bitterneſs of his ſpirit, 
« They are happy indeed whoſe ſouls are a- 
« wakened unto the divine life, who are thug 
« renewed in the ſpirit of their minds; but 
« alas! I am quite of another conſtitution, 
and am not able to effect ſo mighty a change : 


« Tf outward obſervances could have done the 
„ buſineſs, I might have hoped to acquit my- 


“ ſelf by diligence and care; but fince nothing 
« but a new nature can ſerve the turn, what 


„ am 1 able to do? I could beſtow all my 


« ode in oblations to God, or alms to the 


« poor, but cannot command that love and 


« charity, without which this expence would 
« profit me nothing. This gift of God can- 
not be purchaled with money: 4 If a man 


_« ſhould give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for 
„ Jove, it would utterly be contemned: I 


« could pine and macerate my body, and un- 
« dergo many hardſhips and troubles ; but 
J cannot get all my corruptions ſtarved, nor 
« my affections wholly weaned from earthly 
t Aar vil. 20, 4 Cant, vil. 7 

- things; 
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things: There. is ſtill ſome worldly defires: 


“ lurking in my heart, and thoſe vanities that. 
% I. have ſhut out of the doors, are always, 
+ getting, in by tlle windows. I. am many. 
times convinced of my own meæanneſs, of the 
© weakneſs of my body; and the far greater 
| © weakneſs of my. ſoul ; but this. doth rather: 
| © beget indignation and. diſcontent;. than true: 
F © humility in my ſpirit: And though I ſhould: 
come to think meanly of myſelf, yet: I can-- 
„not endure that others ſhould think. ſo too. 
In a word, when Lrefle&':on my higheſt and 
moſt ſpecious attainments, I-have reaſon to 
( ſuſpeR;. that they are all but the effects of 
nature, the iſſues, of felflove: acting under 
ſeveral diſguiſes; and this principle i is ſo pow-- 
« erful, and ſo deeply rooted in me, that I can 
never hope to be: delivered from the domini- 
4 on of it. I may toſs and turn as a door. on 
Ahe hinges, but can never get clear off, or 
be quite unhinged of /e/f, which is full the 


center of alk my motions:; ſo that all the ad- 


Religion, is but to ſee,” at a huge diſtance, 
40 


& ſelf to get aſhore.“ 


i Theſe, I ſay, or ſuch like de- 
We unrea- ſponding thoughts, may ariſe in 
fonableneſs of the minds of : thoſe perſons. who 
theſe fears... begin toi conccive ſome whatmore 


vantage I can dræw from the diſcovery of 


ett felicity which I am not- able to reach; 
_ *. like a man in a ſhip-wreck, who diſcerns che : 
land, and envies the happineſs of thoſe wh. 
*& are there, but thinks its 1mpoſhble for-him-- 


\ 
1 


M2 


„„ Wo. oy. 
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ol the nature and excellency of Religion than 


before: They have ſpyed the land, and ſeen 
that it is exceeding good, that it floweth with 


milk and honey.; but they find they have the | 
children of Auał to grapple with, many power- | 


ful luſts. and corruptions to overcome, and they 


fear they ſhall never prevail againſt them. But 
why ſhould we give way to ſuch diſcouraging. 


ſuggeſtions? Why ſhould we entertain. ſuch un- 
realonable fears, which damp our ſpirits, and 


weaken, our hands, and augment the difficulties 
of our way? Let us encourage ourſelves, my 
dear Friend, let us encourage ourſelves with 
thoſe mighty aids we are to expect in this 


{ſpiritual warſare; for greater is he that is for 


us, than all that can riſe up againſt us; The 


eternal God is our refuge, f and underneath are 


Lord, and the power of his might, for he it is 


that ſhall read dawn our enemies. God chath 


a tender regard unto the fouls of men, and is 
infinitely willing to promote their welfare; 


He hath -condeſeended to our weakneſs, and 
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the everlaſting .arms. Let us be ſtrong in the 


deelared with an oath, that he hath no plea- 


ſure in our deſtruction. There is no fuch thing 


as deſpite or envy lodged in the boſom of that 
ever-blefſed Being, whoſe name and nature is 
Love. He created us at firſt in a happy con- 
dition; and now when we are fallen from it, 


+ He hath laid belp upon one :that is migbty to 
/ave, hath committed the care of our ſotils to 


no meaner perſon than the Eternal Son of his 


+ Pfal, laxaix, 19. 


A Deut. xxxiii, 27. 
| love. 
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| love. It is he that is the Captain of our Sal. 
vation, and what enemies can be too ſtrong 
for us, when we are fighting under his banners? 
Did not the Son of God come down from tke 
boſom of his father, and pitch his tabernacle a. 
mongſt the ſons of men, that he might recover ¶ cit 
and propagate the divine life, and reſtore the I for 
image of God in their fouls. All the mighty N vir 
works which he performed, all the ſad afflic- ¶ an 
tions which he ſuſtained, had this for their ſcope I we 
and deſign; for this did he labour“ and toil, Nah 
for this did he bleed and die: f He was with da 
child, he was in pain, and hath he brought forth | wi 
nothing but wind, hath he wrought no deliverance Im 
in the earth ? I Shall he not fee of the travel of I ar 
his ſoul Certainly it is impoffible that this I be 
great contrivance of heaven ſhould.prove abor- N ec 
tive, that ſuch a mighty undertaking ſhould fail I 
and miſcarry : It hath already been effectual for Nan 
te ſalvation of many thouſands, who were once ſv 
as far from the kingdom of heaven as we can Il a 
|| ſuppoſe ourſelves to be, and our 5 High Pricft 
continueth for ever, and is able to ſave them to Ig 
the uttermeſt that come unto God by him: He is It. 
tender and compaſſionate, he knoweth our in- It] 
firmities, and had experience of our tempta- Na 
tions: | 4 bruiſed reed will he not break, and It 
ſmoaking flax will he not quench, till he ſend forth A 
Judgment unto victory. He hath ſent out his It 
holy ſpirit, whoſe ſweet but powenful breathings I / 
are ſtill moving up and down in the world, to 


+ Tfa. xxix, 18, 7 Rs 1 Tfa, lili. 17. 
9 Heb. vii. 24 25. Matth. xii, 20. 
>; | | quicken 


cn 


me poſſeſſion, 
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quicken and revive the ſouls of men, and awaken 
them unto the ſenſe and feeling of thoſe divine 
things for which they were made, and is ready 
to aſſiſt ſuch weak and languiſhing creatures as 
we are, in our eſſays towards holineſs and ſeli- 
city ; and when once it hath taken hold of a 
foul and kindled i in it the ſmalleſt ſpark of di- 
vine love, it will be ſure to preſerve and cheriſh, 

and bring it forth into a flame, r which many 
waters ſhall not quench, neither ſhall the floods be 


able to drown it. Whenever this day begins to 


dawn, I and the dap-ftar to ariſe in the heart, it 
will eaſily diſpel the powers of darkneſs, and 
make ignorance and folly, and all the corrupt 
and ſelfiſh affections of men, flee away as faſt _ 
before it as the ſhades of night, when the ſun | 
cometh out of his chambers: g For the path of | 
the jult is as the ſhining light which ſhineth more 

and more unto the perfect day, |\| They ſhall go 
on from ſtrength to firength, till every one of * 
appear before God in Zion. 

Why ſhould we think it impoſſible that true 

goodneſs and univerſal love ſhould ever come 
to ſway and prevail in our ſouls ? Is not this 
their primitive ſtate and condition, their native 
and genuine conſtitution as they came firſt from 
the hands of their Maker? Sin and corruption 
are but uſuxpers, and though they have long kept 
vet from the beginning it was not 
b. That inordinate ſelf- love, which one vous 


* 
t 2 pet. 119, 
I Fal, aue, 77 


4 Cant, vill. 7. | 
. think 


S Prov. iv. 18. 
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think were rooted in our very being, and in. 
ter woven with the conſtitution of our nature, 
18 nevertheleſs of foreign extradtion, and had 
no place at all in the ſtate of integrity. Well "© 
have ſtill fo much reaſon left as to condemn it; al 
our underſtandings are eaſily convinced, that 
we ought to be wholly devoted to him from“ 
whom we have our being, and to love him in. 
finitely more than ourſelves, who is infinitehy “ 


better than we; and our wills would readilyſſ| © 
comply with this, if they were not diſordered 1 


and put out of tune: And is not he who made 
our fouls, able to rectify and mend them again?“ 
Shall we not be able, by his ailiflance, to van. 
quiſh and expel thoſe violent intruders, f and| 
turn unto flight the armies of the aliens“ 

No ſooner ſhall we take up arms in this holy 
war, but we ſhall have all the ſaints on carth, 
and all the angels in heaven, engaged on our 
party: The holy church throughout the world 

is daily anterccedinz with God for the ſucceſs 
of all ſuch ors ; and, doubtleſs, thoſe 
heavenly hoſts above are nearly concerned in the 
intereſts of religion, and infinitely deſirous to 
' ſee the divine liſe thriving and prevailing in this 
inferior world; and that the will of God may 
be done by us on earth, as it is done by them- 
ſelves in heaven: And may we not then encou- 
rage ourſelves, as the prophet did his ſervant, 
MH when he ſhewed him the horſes and chariots of 
8 


fire, I Fear not, for they that be with us, art 
more than they this be againſt 15. > F 
| 1 Heb. zi. 5 „ 28 vi. 16, 17» 

A way 


—— — 
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Away then with all perplexing We muſt do 
ſcars and deſponding thoughts: what we can 
To undertake vigorouſly, and and depend on 
rely confidently on the divine the divine 
aihitance, is more than half the aſſiſtance, 
conqueſt ; + Let us ariſe and be - 
dung and the Lord will be with Us, It! is true, 


IKeligion in the ſouls of men is the immediate 
work of God, and all our natural endeavours 
ean neither produce jt alone, nor merit thoſe 
ſupernatural aids by which it mutt be wrought : 
The Holy Ghoſt muſt come upon us, and the 
power of the Highelt muſt overihadow us, be- 
fore that holy thing can be begotten, and Chriſt 
But yet we mult not expe& 
that this whole work flould be done without any 
concurning endeavours 'of our own; We muſt 
not lie 2oitcring in the ditch, and wait till Om- 
nipotence pull us from thence, No, no, We 
mult beſtir ourſelves, and aduate thoſe powers 
which we have already received: We muſt put 
ſorth ourſelves to our utmoſt capacities, and then 
we may hope that I our labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. All the art and induſtry of man 
cannot form the ſmalleſt herb, or make a ſtalk 
of corn to grow in the field; it is the energy of 
nature, and the iniluences of heaven, which 
produce this effect: It is God || who cauſeth the 
graſs to grow, and herb for the ſervice cf man; 
and yet no body will ſay, that the labours of 


the huſbandman arc uſeleſs or unneceſſary. 5% 


51 Chron, xxiL 16. 11 Cot. xv. 38. | Pfal. civ, 14. 
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likewiſe, the human ſoul is immediately created 
by God: It is he who both formeth and en- 
hvencth the child; and yet he hath appointed 
the marriage-bed as the ordinary means for the 


propagation of mankind, Though there muſt in- 


tervene a ſtroke of Omnipotence to effect this 
mighty change in our ſouls; yet ought we to do 
what we can to fit and prepare ourſelves ; f for 
we muſt break up our fellow ground, and root 
| out the weeds, and pull up the thorns, that ſo 
we may be more ready to receive the ſeeds of 
grace, and the dew of. heaven. It is true, God 
| heth been found of ſome who ſought him not; 
he hath caſt himſelf in their way, who were quite 
out of his; he hath laid hold upon them, and 
ſtopt their courſe on a ſudden: For ſo was St 
Paul converted in his journey to Damaſctss. But 
certainly this is not God's ordinary method of 
dealing with men: Though he hath not tied him- 
ſelf to means, yet he hath tied us to the uſe of 
them; and we have never more reaſon to exped 
the divine aſſiſtance, than when we are doing 
our utmoſt endeavours. It ſhall therefore be my 
next work, to ſhew what courſe we ought to take 
lor attaining that bleſſed temper I have hitherto 
deſcribed. But here, if in delivering my own 


thoughts, I ſhall chance to differ from what is 


or may be ſaid by others in this matter, I would 
not be thought to contradict and oppoſe them, 
more than phyſicians do, when they preſcribe 


| ſeveral remedies for the fame diſeaſe, w hich per· 


T Fr. iv. 3. ; 
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haps are all uſcful and good. Every one may 
propoſe the method he judges moſt proper and 
convenient; but he doth not thereby pretend, 
that the cure can never be effected, unleſs that be 
exactly obſerved. I doubt it hath occaſioned 


much unneceſſary diſquietude to ſome holy per- 


ſons, that they have not found ſuch a regular and 
orderly tranſaction in their ſouls, as they have 
ſeen deſcribed in books; that they have not 


paſſed through all thoſe ſteps and ſtages of conver- 


* which ſome (who perhaps have felt them in 
themſelves ) have too peremptorily preſcribed unto 
ethers. God hath ſeveral ways of dealing with 
the ſouls of men, and it ſufficeth if the work be 


accompliſhed, whatever the methods have been. 

Again, Thoughain propoling directions, I muſt 
follow that order which the nature of things 
yet 1 do not mean that the ſame 

method ſhould be ſo punctually obſerved in the 
practice, as if the latter rules were never to be 
heeded till ſome conſiderable time have been 
ſpent i in practiſing the former. The directions 
I intend are mutually conducive one to another, 

and are all to be performed as occaſion ſhall 


jhall lead to; 


ſerve, and we find ourſelves enabled to perform 
them. 


But now that I may 1 you We muſt bun 
no longer, if we deſire to have all manner of 


our ſouls moulded to this holy n. 


frame, to become partakers of 


the divine nature, and have Chriſt formed in our 


hearts, we mult ſeriouſly reſolve, and carefully 


endeavours to avoid and abandon all vicious and 


BO 
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- ſinful practices. There can be no treaty of peace, 
till once we lay down theſe weapons of rebellion 
wherewith we fight againſt heaven; nor can we 
expect to have our diſtempers ee if we be 
daily feeding on poiſon. Every wilful ſin gives 
a mortal wound to the ſoul, and puts it at a 
greater diſtance from God and goodneſs ; and 

we can never hope to have our hearts purified 

from corrupt affections, unleſs we cleanſe our 
hands from victous ations. Now, in this caſe, 
we cannot excuſe ourſelves by the pretence of 

_ impoſſibility ; for ſure our outward man is ſome 

way in our power: We have ſome command of 

our feet, and hands, and tongue, nay, and of 


our thouglits and fancics too, at leaſt fo far as 
to divert them from impure and ſinful objects, 
and to turn our mind another way; and we 


ſhould find this power and authority much 
ſtrengthened and advanced, if we were careful 


to manage and excrciie it. In the mean while, 


1 acknowledge our corruptions are ſo ſtrong, 
and our temptations ſo many, that it will require 
a great deal of ſtedſaſtneſs and reſolution, of 
watchfulneſs and care to preſerve ourſelves, even 
in this degree of innocence and purity. 
And, Art, let us inform our- 
We muſt know ſelves well what thoſe ſins are 
what things from which we ought to abſtain. 
are ſinful. And here we muſt not take our 
meaſures ſrom the maxims of the 
world, or the practices of thoſe whom 1 in cha- 
rity we Account good men. Molt people have 


voy Bight apprehenſions of theſe things, and 


are 


ELLE Ea a. ĩ / coca. % T — —˙ü , ], ca x.” 


are not ſenſible of any fault, unleſs it be groſs 
and flagitious, and ſcarle reckon any ſo great 
as that which they call preciſenets : And thoſe 
who are more ſerious, do many times allow 


themſelves too great latitude and freedom. Alas! 
how much pride and vanity, and Phflion, and 


humour, how much weakneſs and folly, and ſin, 
doth every day ſhow itſelf in their converſe and 
behaviour? It may be they are humbled for it, 

and ſtriving againſt it, and are daily gaining 

ſome ground; but then the progreſs is ſo ſmall, 
and their failings ſo many, that we-have need 
to chuſe an exaQer pattern. Every one of us 
muſt anſwer for himſelf, and the practices of 
others will never warrant and ſecure us. It is 
the higheſt folly to regulate our actions by any 
other ſtandard than that by which they muſt be 
judged. If ever we would cleanſe our way, it 


| muſt be by taking heed thereto according to the 


word of God F ; and that word which is quick. and | 
powerful, and fharper than any two-edged ſword, 
fiercing even to the dividing afunder of foul and 


' ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a | 
diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart}, | 


will certainly diſcover many things to be ſinful 
and heinous, which paſs for very innocent in 
the eyes of the world: Let us therefore imitate 
the Pſalmiſt, who ſaith, Concerning the works of 
men, by the words of thy lips, I have kept myſelf 

from the paths of the deſtroyer q. Let us acquaint 


ourſelves with the ſtrict and holy laws of our 


+ Pals exix. 9. f Heb, iv. 12. 5 Pſal. vii. 4. 
| Beligion: 
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Religion: Let us conſider the diſceurſes of our 


bleſſed Saviour, (eſpecially that divine ſermon 
on the mount) and the writings of his holy 
apoſtles, where an ingenuous and abiaſſed mind 
may clearly diſcern thoſe limits and bounds by 


which our actions ought to be confined : And 


B then let us-never look upon any ſin as licht and 


inconſiderable; but be fully perſuaded, that 


the ſmalleſt is infinitely heinous in the ſight of 


God, and prejudicial to the ſouls of men; and 


that if we had the right ſenſe of things, we mould 


be as deeply affected with the leaſt Irregulari. 
ties, as now we are with the higheſt crimes, 
But now, amongſt thoſe things 
Wemuſtref 72 which we diſcover to be ſinful, 
the tempta- there will be ſome, unto which, 
tion to in, by through the diſpoſition of our na- 
conſidering ture, or long cuſtom, or the en- 
the evils they dearments of pleaſure, we are ſo 


vb draw on much wedded, that it will be like 
2. eutting off the right hand, or 


pulling out the. right eye, to 
abandon them. But muſt we therefore fit down 
and wait till all difficulties be over, and every 


- "temptation be gone? This were to imitate the 
| fool in the poet, who ſtood the whole day at 


the river-ſide till all the water ſhould run by. 
We muſt not indulge our inclinations, as we do 
little children, till they grow weary of the thing 


they are unwilling to let g0. We muſt not con- 
tinue our ſinful practices, in hopes that the di- 
vine grace will one day overpower our ſpirits, 


and make us hate them for their own Wan 
| | | t 


— — 
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Let us ſuppoſe the worſt, that we arc utterly - 
deſtitute of any ſupernatural principle, and want 


that taſte by which we ſhould diſcern and abhor 

rverſe things; yet ſure we are capable of ſome 
conſiderations which may be of force to perſuade 
us to this reformation of our lives, If the in- 


ward deformity and heinous nature of ſfin-caynot. 


affect us, at leaſt we may be frighted by thoſe 
dreadful conſequences that attend it: That ſame 
ſelfiſn principle which puſheth us forward unto 


the purſuit of ſinful pleaſures, will make us loth 


to buy them at the rate of everlaſting miſery. 


Thus we may encounter ſelf-love with its own 
weapons, and employ one natural inclination | 


for repreſſing the exorbitancies of another. Let 
us therefore accuſtom ourſelves to conſider feri- 


ouſly, what a fearful thing it muſt needs be to 


irritate and offend that infinite Being on whom 
we hang and depend every moment, who needs 


but to withdraw his mercics to make us miſer- 


able, or his aſſiſtance to make us nothing. Let 
us ſrequently remember the ſhortneſs and un- 


certainty of our lives and how that after we have 


taken a few turns more in the world, and con- 


verſed a little longer amongſt men, we muſt all 
go down unto the dark and fent grave, and 


carry nothing along with ns but anguiſh and 
regret for all pur ſinful enjoyments: And then 


think what horror muſt needs ſeize the guilty 


foul, to find itſelf naked and all alone before 


the ſevere and impartial Judge of the world, to 


Tender an exact account, not only of its more 


important and conſiderable tranſactions, but of 
every word. that the tongue hath uttered, and 


* 
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the ſwiſteſt and moſt ſecret thought chat ever Ire 
paſled throughthe mind, Let us ſometimes repre. I tt 
"ſent unto ourſelves the terrors of that dreadful I a. 
day, f when the foundation of the earth thall t- 
be ſhaken, and the heavens ſhall paſs away a. 
with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt ft. 
with fervent heat, and the preſent trame of na- h 
ture be diflolved, and our eyes mall fee the g 
bleſſed Jeſus (who came once into the world ina 
all humility to viſit us, to purchale pardon for e 
us, and beſeech us to accept of it) now appear-· Ir 
ing in the majeſty of his glory, and deſcending I t 
| from heaven in a flaming fire, to take vengeance 
on thole that have deſpiſed his mercy, and per- j 
ſiſted in rebellion againſt lin: When all the! 
hidden things of darkneſs ſhall be brought to 
light, and the counſels of the heart ſhall be! 
made manteit T: When thoſe ſecret impurities || | 
and ſubtile frauds whereof the world did never! 
ſuſpect us, ſhall be expoſed and laid open to 
public view, and many thoutand actions which 
we never dreamed to be ſinful, or elſe had alto: 
gether forgotten, ſhall be charged home upon 
our conlciences, with ſuch evident conviRtions 
of guilt, that we ſhall neither be able to deny 
nor excuſe them. Then ſhall all the angels in 
heaven, and all the ſaints that ever lived on the 
carth, approve that dreadful ntence whieh 
| ſhall be paſſed on wicked men; Yu thoſe who 
Terhaps did love and eſteem them when they 
lived m the world, ſhall look upon them with 
Bt indignation and abhorrence, and never make one 


* 1 2 Pet, iii. 10. 5 1 Cor iv. 5 
—— 3.5: ih ey” 


deration of it; 
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requeſt for their deliverance. 
the eternal puniſhment of damned ſouls, which 
are ſhadowed forth in ſcripture by metaphons 
taken from thoſe things that are moſt terrible 
and grievous in the world, and yet all do not. 
ſaſice to convey into our minds any ſull appre 
henhons of them. 
gether the importance of all theſe expremons, 
and added unto them whatever our fancy can 
canecive of miſery and torment, we mult ſtill 


Let us conſider © 


When we have joined to- 


remember, that all this comes infinitely ſhort of 


the truth ad reality of the thing. 
''L 1s true, this is a ſad and melancholy ſub- 5 


ject; there is N and horror in tlie conſi- 


but ſure, it muſt be infinitely 


more dreadſul to endure it: And fuch thoughts 


as theſe may be very uſeſul to fright us from 
the courſes that would lead us thither ; - how 
fond ſoever we may be of ſinful pleaſures, the 
fear of hell would make us abſtain: Our moſt 
forward inclinations will ſtartle and give back, 
when preſſæd with that queſtion in the prophet, 
T Who amongſt us can dwell with everlaſting 


burnings ? 


To this very purpoſe it is that the terrors of 
another world are ſo frequently repreſented in 


holy writ, and that in ſuch terms as are moſt 
proper to affect and influence a carnal mind: 


Theſe fears can never ſuffice to make any perſon 


truly good; but certainly they may rettrai us 


from mack evil, and have often made way for 


more ingenious and kindly impreſſions. 
I xxxiil. 14, 
Ts 2 vo 
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We muſt keep a But it will not ſuffice to com 
gon/ſtant watch ſider theſe things once and again, 
over ourſetves, nor to form ſome reſolutions of 

abandoning our ſins, unleſs we 
maintain a«conſtant. guard, and be continually 
watching againſt them. Sometimes the mind. 
is awakened to ſee the diſmal. conſequences of a 
vicious life, and ſtraight we are reſolved to re- 
form ; but, alas! it preſently falleth aſleep, and 
ve loſe that proſpect which we had of things, 
and then temptations take the advantage; they 
| Tollicit and importune us continually, and ſo 
do frequently engage our conſent before we are 


aware. It is the folly. and ruin of moſt people 


to live at adventure, and take part in every 


thing that comes in their way, ſeldom conſi- 


dering what they are about to ſay or do. If 


we would have our reiolutions take effect, we 


muſt take heed unto our ways, and ſet a. waich 


| before the door of our lips, and examine the 


motions that ariſe in our hearts, and cauſe them 
to tell us whence they come, and whether they 
go; whether it be pride, or paſſion, or any cor- 
rupt and vicious humour, that prompteth us to. 
af deſign, and whether God will be offended, 


or any body harmed by it. And if we have 


no time for long reaſonings, let us, at leaſt, 


turn our eyes toward God, and place our-. 


ſelves in his preſence, to aik his leave and ap- 


Probation ſor what we do: Let us conſider our- 


ſelves under the all-ſecing eye of that divine 

majeſty, as in the midſt of an infinite globe of 
light, which compaſſeth us about both _ 

; a 
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and before, and pierceth to the ingermoſt cor- - 
ners of our foul. The ſenſe and remembrance 
of the divine preſence is the moſt ready and ef- 
fetual means, both to diſcover what is unlaw- 
ful, and to reſtrain us from it. There are ſome 
things a perſon could. make ſhift to palliate ar 
defend, and yet he dares not look Almighty 
God in the face and adventure upon them. 
If we look unto him, we ſhall be lightened ; 


if we /et him always before us, he will guide us 


by his eye, and — us. the way wherein we: 
ought to walk. 

'This care and. watchſulneſs We muſt often. 
over our actions muſt be ſecond- examine our 
ed by frequent and ſerious re- actions. 


flections upon them, not only 


that we obtain the divine mercy and 1 
for our ſins, by an humble and ſorrowful ac- 
knowledgement of them; but allo that we 
may reinforce and ſtrengthen our reſolutions, 
and learn to decline or reſiſt the temptations 
by which we have been formerly foiled, It is 
an advice worthy of a Chriſtian, though it did 
firſt drop from a Heathen pen,. That before we 
betake ourſelves to reſt, we renew and examine 
all the paſſages of the day; that we may have 
the. comfort of what we have done aright, and 
may redreſs what we find to have been amiſs, 
and make the ſhip-wrecks of one day be as 


marks to direct our courſe in another. This 


may be called the very art of virtuous living, 
and would contribute worlderfully to advance 
our tee and preſerve our J 
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But, whithal, we muſt not forget to implore 
the divine aſliſtance, eſpecially againſt thole ling 
that do moſt eaſily beſet us: And though it be 
luppoted that our hearts are not yet moulded 
into that ſpiritual frame which {ſhould render 
our devotions acceptable; yet me thinks, tuch 
eonſiderations as have been propoſcd to deter 
us from ſin, may alſo ſtir us up to ſome natural 
ſeriouſneſs, and make our prayers againſt it as 
_ earneſt, at leaſt, as they are wont to be againſt 
other calamitics: And I doubt not but God, 
who hearcth the cry of the ravens, will ku 
fome regard even to ſuch petitions as proceed 
from thoſe natural paſſions which himiclf bath 


implanted in vs. beſide, that thoſe pray ers 


_ againſt fin, will be powerful engagements on 
ourſelves to excite us to watchfulneſs and care; 
and common ingenuity will make us aſhamed 
to relapſe into thoſe faults which we have late- 
| ly bewailed before God, and againfi which we 
have begged his aſſiſtance. 
I hus are we to make the firſt 
Tt is fit. to re- <f; 
eſſay for recovering the divine 
ie bs elan ci x 
fe, by reſtraining the natura 
Flues: inmany inchnations, that they break not 
lau ful thin : 
8 out into finful pradtiſes. But, 


now, J muſt add, that Chriſtian prudence will 


teach us to abſtain from gratifications that are 
not ſimply unlawful, and that not only that we 
may ſecure our innocence, which would be in 
 continval hazard, if we ſhould ſtrain our liber- 
ty to the utmoſt point; but alſo, that hereby 
we may weaken the foree of nature, and teach 
our 
. 


which be hath ſuſtained ; 
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our appetites to obey. We muſt do with our- 
lelves as prudent parents with their children, 

who eroſs their wills in many little indifferent - 
things, to make them manageable and ſubmiſ- 
five in more conſiderable inſtances. He who 
would mortify the pride and vanity of his ſpi- 
rit, ſhould ſtop his ears to the moſt deſerved 
praiſes, and ſometimes forbear his juſt vindica- 
tion from the cenſures and aſpertions of others, 
eſpecially if they refle& only upon his prudence 
and conduct, and not on his virtue and inno- 
cence. He who would check a revengetul hu- 
mour, would do well to deny bimſelf the ſatiſ- 
ſaction of repreſenting unto others the injuries 
and if we would ſo 
take heed to cur ways, that we ſin not with 
our tongue, we muſt aceuſtom ourſelves much 
to /olitzde and ſleuce, and ſometimes, with the 
Pſalriſt, bold cur peace even. from god, till once 
we have gotten ſome command over that um- 
ruly member. Thus I ſay, we may bind up 
cur natural inclinations, and make dur appe- 
tites more moderate in their crav mgs, by aC- 
cuſtoming them to frequent reſuſals; but it, is 
not enough to have them under violence and 
reſtraint. 

Our next eſſay muſt be, to 
wean our affectiuns from creat- 
ed things, and «il the DR Hs 
and entertainments of el. e low. 
er life , vtuch fink and depreſs 
the eule of men, and retard their motions to- 


wards God and Neun ; and this we muſt do 
** 


We muft ſ. . 
to put ourſelves 
out of love with 
the ng 


1 


* a # 
F \ : 1 „ 
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by poſſeſſing « our minds with a deep perſuaſion 
of the vanity and emptineſs of worldly enjoy. 
ments. This is an ordinary theme, and every 
body can make declamations upon it ; but, alas! 
how few underftand and believe what they ſay? . 
Theſe notions float in our brains, and come ſlid- . 
ang off our tongues, but we have no deep im. 
preſſion of them on our ſpirits ; we feel not the 
truth which we pretend- to believe. We can 
tell, that all the glory and ſplendor, all the 
pleaſures and enjoyments of the world are va- 
nity and nothing; and yet theſe nothings take 
up all our thoughts, and ingroſs all our affec- 
tions; they ſtifle the better inclinations of our 
ſoul, and inveigle us into many a ſin. It ma 
be in a ſober mood, we give them the ſlight, 
and reſolve to be no longer deluded with them; 
but theſe thoughts ſeldom  out-live the next 
_ temptation; the vanities which we have ſhut 
out at the doors get in at a poſtern: There 
are ſtill ſome pretenſions, ſome hopes that fla- 
ter us; and after we have been fruſtrated a 
thouſand times, we muſt continually be repeat- 
ing the experiment: The leaſt difference of cir- 
_cumſtances is enough to delude us, and make 
us expect that ſatisfaction in one thing which 
ve have miſſed in another; but could we once 
get clearly off, and come to a ſerious and real 
eontempt of worldly things, this were a very 
_ conſiderable advancement in our way. The 
ſoul of man is of a vigorous and active nature, . 
and hath in it a raging and unextinguiſhable 
thirſt, an immaterial kind of fire, always catch- 
| „ 
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ing at ſome obje & or other, in conjunction 
wherewith it thinks to be happy; and were it 
once rent from the world, and all the bewitch- 
ing enjoyments under the ſun, it would quickly 
> ſearch after ſome higher and more excellent ob- 
Jied, to ſatisfy its ardent and importunate crav- 
ings; and being ne longer dazzled with glit- 
tering vanities, would fix on that ſupreme and 
all- ſufficient Good, where it would diſcover 
ſuch beauty and ſweetneſs as would charm and. 
Joverpower all its affections. The love of the 
world, and the love of God, are like the ſcales 
Jof a balance; as the one falleth, the other doth. 
riſe: When our natural inclinations proſper, 
and the creature is exalted in our ſoul, religion 
s faint, and doth languiſh ; but when earthly 
Jobjects wither away, and loſe their beauty, and 
the ſoul begins to cool and flag in its proſecu- 
tion of them, then the ſeeds of grace take root, 
and the divine life begins to flouriſſi and prevail. 
It doth, therefore, nearly concern us, to con- 
vince ourſelves of the emptineſs and vanity of 
creature-enjoyments, and reaſon our heart out 
of love with them: Let us ſerioully conſider. 
all that our reaſon, or our faith, our own expe- 
nence, or the obſervation of others, can ſuggeſt 
to this effect; let us ponder the matter over and 
over, and hx our thoughts on this truth, till we 
decome really perſuaded of it. Amidſt all our 
purſuits and deſigns, let us ſtop and aik our- 
ſelves, For what end is all this? At what do 1 
um? Can the groſs and muddy pleaſures of 
Ifmſc, er a heap of white and yellow earth, 5 ; 
* | the 
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The eſteem and affeQion of filly creatures, like 
my ſelf, ſatisfy a rational and immortal ſoul? 
Had I not tried theſe things already? Will 
they have a higher reliſh, and Yield me more 
contentment to-morrow than yeſterday, or the 
next year than they did the laſt? There may 
be ſome little difference betwixt that which 1 
am now purſuing, and that which I cnjuyed be- 
fore; but ſure, my former enjoyments did ſhew 


tO pleaſant and promiſe as fair, before I attain- 


ed them; like the razn-bow, they looked very 
glorious at a diſtance, but when I approazhed J 
found nothing but emptineſs and vapour. O 


what a poor thing would the life of man be, if 


it were capable of no higher enjoyments ! 


I cannot inſiſt on this ſubjet; and there is 


_-— the leſs be ced when I remember to whom I am 


of human things, and have, at preſent, as few 
worldly engagements as any that I know. I 
have ſometimes reflected on thoſe paſſages of 
your life wherewith you have been pleaſed to 
acquaint me; and, methinks, through all, I can 
diſcern a defign of the divine providence to 


wean your affections from every thing here be · 


low. The trials you have had of thoſe things 
which the world dotes upon, have taught you 
to deſpiſe them; and you have found, by expe- 
rience, that neither the endowments of nature, 
nor the advantages of fortune, are ſufficient for 
happineſs ; that every roſe hath its thorn, and 


there may be a worm at the root of the faireſt 


gourd; 


Yes (my dear Friend) you have had 
as great experience of the emptineſs and vanity 


neee HO : 


— 
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gourd; ſome ſeeret and undiſcerned grief, which 
may make & perſon deſcrve the pity of thoſe. 
who, perhaps, do admire or envy their ſuppoſed 


felicity. It any carthly comforts have got too 


much of your heart I think they have been 


your relations and friends; and the deareſt of 


theſe are removed out of the world, ſo that you 
muſt raiſe your mind towards Heaven, when 
you would think upon them. "Thus; God hath 
provided that your heart may be looſed from 


the world, and that he may not have anyrrival 


in your affection; which I have always obſerved 
to be ſo large and unbounded, ſo noble and 


diſintereſied, that no inferior IN can anſv er 
or deſerve it. 


When we have got our cor- We muſt 4 
ruptions reſtrained, and our na- thoſe outward 
tural appetites and inclinations, actions that 
towards worldy things, in ſome are com- 
meafure ſubdued, we muſt pro- manded. 
ceed to ſuch exerciſes as have a 


more immediate tendency to excite and aw . | 


the divine life: And firſt, let us endeavour con- 
ſeientiouſſy to perform thoſe duties which Reli- 
gion doth require and whereunto it would in- 
cline us, if it did prevail in our fouls. If we 


cannot get our inward diſpoſition preſently 


changed, let us ſtudy, at leaſt, to regulate our 


outward deportment : If our hearts be not yet 
inflamed with divine love, let us, however, own 


our allegiance to that Infinite Majeſty, by at- 
tending his ſervice, and liſtening to his word by 
n reverently of his name, and praiſing 


1 His 


* 


better things. 
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his goodneſs, and exhorting others to ſerve and 
obey him. If we want that charity, and thoſe 
bowels of compaſſion which we ought to have 
towards our neighbours, yet muſt we not omit 
any occaſion of doing them good: It our hearts 
be haughty and proud, we muſt nevertheleſs, 
fiudy a modeſt and humble deportment. Theſe 
external performances are of little value in 
themſelves, yet they may help us forward to 


The Apoſtle indeed telleth us, 


that Jodily exercije profiteth little: But he ſeems 

not to affirm that it is altogether uſeleſs ; it is 
always good to be doing what we can, for then 
God is wont to pity our weakneſs, and aſſiſt 
our feeble endeavours ; and when true charity 
and humility, and other graces of the divine 
ſpirit, come to take root in our ſouls, they will 


exert themſelves more ſrecly, and with lets dif- 
ficulty, if we have before been accuſtomed to 
expreſs them m our outward converſations, 
Nor need we fear the imputation of hypocriſy, 
though our actions do thus ſomewhat outrun 
our allfections, ſeeing they do {till proceed from 
a ſenſe of our duty; and our deſign is not to 
appear better than we are, but that we may 
really become ſo. 


IWe muſt endea- 
wour to form 
internal acts of 


devotion, charts 


. , & c. 


But as inward ade have 1 
1 %re immediate influence on 
the ſoul, to mould it to a right 
temper and frame, ſo ought 
we to be moſt ſrequent and 
ledulous in the exerciſe of 


I them. 
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them. Let us be often lifting up our hearts 
toward God; and if we do nat ſay that we love 
him above all things, let us, at leaſt, acknow- 
ledge, that it is our duty, and would be our 
happineſs, ſo to do: Let us lament the diſho- 
nour done to him by fooliſh and ſinful men, 


and. applaud the praiſes and adorations that 


arc given him by that bleſſed and glorious 
company above: Let us reſign and yield our- 
ſelves up unto him a thouſand times, to be go- 
verned by his laws, and diſpoſed of at his plea- 
ſure : And though our ſtubborn hearts ſhould 
ſtart back and refuſe, yet let us tell him, we 
are convinced that his will is always juſt and 
good; and, therefore, deſire him to do with us 
whatſoever he pleaſeth, whether we will or not. 
And fo, for begetting in us an univerſal charity 
towards men, we muſt be frequently putting up 
wiſhes for their happineſs, and bleſſing every 


perſon that we ſee ; and when we have done any 


thing for the relief of the miſerable, we may 


ſecond it with earneſt deſires, that God would 
take care of them, and deliver them out of al 
their diſtreſſes. 


Thus ſhould we exerciſe ourſelves unto god- 


Yneſs, and when we are employing the powers 


that we have, the Spirit of God is wont to ſtrike 
in, and elevate theſe acts of our ſoul beyond the 
pitch of nature, and give them a divine impreſ- 
ſion; and, after the frequent reiteration of theſe, 
we ſhall find ourſelves more inclined unto them, 
they flowing with greater freedom and caſe. 


| T ſhall 
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Conſider ation I ſhall mention but two o. Ho 
great in- ther means for begetting that Hnifi 
flrument of holy and divine temper of ſpirit N ha. 
religion. which is the ſubjeR, of the pre. ¶ fre 

ſent diſcourſe: And the firſt is nix 

a deep and ſerious conlideration of the truths pr 
of our Religion, and that both as to the certain. N {ar 
ty and importance of them, The eſſent wich Þ co 
is ordinarily given to divine truth is very faint I ni: 
and languid, very weak and ineffectual, flow. gi 
ing only from a blind inclination to follow that dl 
religion which is in ſaſhion, or a lazy indiffe- to 
rency and unconcernednels whether things be Þ th 

ſo or not. Men are unwilling ta quarrel with I d 

the religion of their country, and ſince all tiicir I b. 
neighbours are Chriſtians, they are content to d 
be ſo too; but they are ſeldom at the pains to v 

| conſider the evidences of thoſe truths, or to pon- o 
der the importance and tendency of them; and It 

_ thence it is that they have ſo little e on tt 
their affe ctions aud practiſe. I hoſe ſperitle/s 
and paralitic thoughts (as one doth rightly term 
them) are not able to move the will, and dire& 
the hand: We mult,” therefore, erideavour to 
work up our minds to a ſerious belief and full 

erſuaſion of divine truths, unto a ſenſe and 
feeling of ſpiritual things : Our thoughts muſt 
dwell upon them, till we be both convinced of 
them, and deeply affected with them. Let us 
urge forward our ſpirits, and make them ap- 
proach the inviſible world, and fix our minds 
upon immaterial things, till we clearly perceive 
that theſc are no dreams; nay, that all things 
are 
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re dreams and ſhadows beſides them. When we 
ook about us, and behold the beauty and mag- . 
nificence of this goodly frame, the order and 

harmony of the whole creation, let our thoughts 
from thence take their flight towards that om- 
nipotent, wiſdom and goodneſs which did at firſt 


produce, and doth {till eſtabliſh and uphold the 


lame. When we reflect upon ourſelves, let us 

conſider that we are not a mere piece of orga- 
nized matter, a curious and well-contrived en- 
gine; that there is more in us than fleſh, and 
blood, and bones, / even a divine ſpark, capable 

to know, and love, and enjoy our Maker; and 

though it be now exceeding clogged with i Its 

dull and lumpiſh companion, yet ere long it ſhall 
be delivered, and can ſubſiſt without the bo- 
dy, as well as that can do without the cloaths 
which we throw off at our pleaſure. Let us 
often withdraw our thoughts from this carth, 
this ſcene of miſery and folly, and tim, and raiſe 
them towards that more vaſt and glorious world, 

whoſe innocent and bleſſed inhabitants ſolace 
themſelves eternally in the divine preſence, and 
know no other paſſion, but an unmixed joy and 
an unbounded love. And then conſider how the 
bleſſed Son of God came down to this lower 


world to live among us, and die for us, that he = 


might bring us to a portion of the ſame felicit 

and think how he hath overcome the harpriſs 
of death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers, and is now ſet down on. the right 


hagd of the Majeſty on hight, and yet is nat he 
1 Heb. i 1. 3. 
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leſs mindful of * but receiveth our Pray ers, 
and preſenteth them unto his Father, and is 
daily viſiting his church with the influences of 
his Spirit, as the ſun reacheth us with his beams, 
Ihe ſerious and frequent con. 
Jo beget di- fideration of theſe, andiuchotherſſſ rit 
vine love, we divine truths, is the moſt proper ſet 
| muſt conſider method to beget that lively faith ea 
the excellency which is the foundation of reli-Þ an 
of the divine gion, the ſpring and root of the af 
nature. divine life. Let me further ſug· ¶ ee 
geſt ſome particular ſubjeQs of Þ (t 
meditation for producing the ſeveral branches of || cx 
it. And fr ft, To inflame our ſouls with the love I g. 
of God, let us conſider the excellency of his 10 
nature, and his love and kindnefs towards us. t 
It is little we know of the divine perſections; g 
and yet that little may ſaffice to fill our ſouls it 
with admiration and love, to ravith our affee- Ie 
tions, as well as to raiſe our wonder: For we are || + 
not merely creatures of ſenſe, that we ſhould be 
uncapable of any other affection but that which 
entereth by the eyes. The character of any ex- 
| cellent perſon whom we have never ſeen, will 


| hugely concerned in all his intereſts : And what 


is it, I pray you, that engages us ſo much to thoſe 
with whom we converſe? I cannot think that it 
is merely the colour of their face or their comely 
proportions, for then we ſhould fall i in love with 
ſtatues, and pictures, and flowers: Theſe outs 
ward accompliſhments may a little delight the 
eye, but would never be able to prevail ſo much 
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on the heart, if they did not repreſent ſome 
vital perfection. We either ſee or apprehend 
ſome greatneſs of mind, or vigour of fpirit, 
or ſweetneſs of diſpoſition ; fome ſprightlineſs, 
or wiſdom, or goodneſs, which charm our ſpi- 
rit, and command our love. Now theſe: per- 
ſections are not obvious to the ſight, the eyes 
ean only diſcern the ſigns and effects of them; 
and if it be the underſſanding that direQs the 
affection, and vital perfections prevail with it, 
certainly the excellencies of the divine nature 
(the traces whereof we cannot but diſcover in 
every thing we behold) would not fail to en- 
gage our hearts, if we did ſeriouſly view and 
regard them. Shall we not be infinitely more 
tranſported with that almighty wiſdom and 
goodneſs which fills the univerſe, and diſplays 
itſelf in all the parts of the creation, which 
eſtabliſheth the frame of nature, and turneth 
the mighty wheels of Providence, and keepeth 
the world from diſorder and ruin, than with 
the faint rays of the very ſame perſections which 
we meet with in our fellow-creatures ? Shall we 
dote on the ſcattered pieces of a rude and im- 
perfect picture, and never be affected with the 
original beauty? This were an unaccountable 
ſtupidity and blindneſs : Whatever we find 
lovely in a friend, or in a ſaint, ought not to 
engroſs, but to Uevate our affection; we ſhould 
conclude with ourſelves, that if thire be fo much 
ſweetneſs in a drop, there muſt be infinitely 
more in the fountain; if there be ſo much Per 
der in & ray, what muſt the ſun be in its e = 
or 
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Nor can we pretend the remoteneſs of the ob. 
ject, as if God were at too great a diſtance for 
our converſe or our love: He is nct far from 


every one of us, for in him we live, move, and 


have our being f: We cannot open our eyes, but 


we muſt behold ſome footſteps of his glory; and 
we cannot turn toward him, but we ſhall be ſure 
to find his intent upon us, waiting as it were 
to catch a look, ready to entertain the moſt in- 
timate fellowſhip and communion with us. Let 


us therefore endeavour to raile our minds to the 


_ cleareſt conceptions of the divine nature: Let 
us conſider all that his works do declare, or his 


word doth diſcover of him unto us ; and let us 
eſpecially contemplate that viſible repreſentation 


of him, which was made in our own nature by 


his Son, who was the brightneſs of his glory, and 


the expreſs image of his perſon T, and who ap- 


peared in the world to diſcover at once what 


God is, and what we ought to be. Let us re- 
preſent him unto our minds as we find him de- 


ſeribed in the goſpel ; and there we ſhall behold 


the perſections of the divine nature, though co- 
vered with the vail of human infirmities ; and 


when we have framed unto ourſelves the cleareſt 


notion that we can of a Being infinite in power, 
in wiſdom, and goodneſs, the. author and foun- 


tain of all perfections, let us fix the eyes oſ our 


ſouls upon it g, that our cyes may aſſect our 


heart, and while we are muſing the lire will 
burn ||. | 


+ Acts xvii. 27, 4 Heb, 1. 3 
| E Lam. ili. 51. 1 Pſalm xxxix. 3. 
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Eſpecially, if hereunto we add We fbould  . 
the conlideration of God's fa- meditate on 
vour and good-will towards us; bis goodneſs © 

nothing is more powerful to en- and lobe. 
gage our affection, than to find 
that we are beloved. Exprethons of kindneſy 
are always pleaſing and acceptable unto us, 
though the perſon ſhould be otherwiſe mean and 
contemprible:; But, to have the love of one who 
ts altogether lovely, to know that the glorions 
Majeſty of heaven hath any regard unto us, how 
mutt it aſtoniſli and delight us, how muſt it 
overcome our ſpirits, and melt our hearts, and 
put our whole ſoul into a flame! Now, as the 
word of God is ſull of the expreſhons of his love 
towards men; ſo all his works do loudly pro- 
claim it: He gave us our being, and, by pre- 
ſerving us in it, doth renew the donation every 
moment. He hath placed us in a rich and well 
furniſhed world, and hberally provided for all 
our neceſſities; he raineth down bleſſings from 
heaven upon us, and cauſeth the earth to bring 
forth our proviſion; he giveth us our food and 
raiment, and while we are fpending the pro- 
ductions of one year, he is preparing for us 
againſt another. He ſweeteneth our lives with 
innumerable comforts, and gratifieth every fa- 
eulty with ſuitable objects: The eye of his pro- 
vidence is always upon us, and he watchech ſor 
our ſafety when we are ſaſt aſleep, neither 
minding him nor ourſelves. Bat, leſt we ſhould 
think theſe teſtimonies of his kindneſs leſs con- 
fiderable, becauſe they are the caly iſſues of his 
K. 2 onmnipotent 
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omnipotent power, and do not put him to any 


trouble or pain, he hath taken a more wonder- 


ful method to endear himſelf to us; he hath 


teſtified his affection to us by ſuffering as well 


as by doing ; and becauſe he could not ſuffer 
in his own nature he aſſumed ours. The eter- 
nal Son of God did clothe himſelf with the in- 
firmities of our fleſh, and left the company of 


thole innocent and bleſſed ſpirits, who knew 


well how to love and adore him, that he might 
dwell among men, and wreſtle with the obſti- 
nacy of that rebellious race, to reduce them to 


_ their allegiance and ſelicity, aud then to offer 
- himlelf up as a ſacrifice and propitiation for 
them. I remember one of the poets hath an in- 


genious fancy to expreſs the paſſion wherewith 


he found himlelf overcome after a long reſiſt- 
ance, That the god of love had ſhot all his gold- 
en arrows at him, but could never pierce his 


heart, till atleng:h he put himſelf into the bow, 


and dafted himſelf ſtraight i into his breaſt. Me- 
thinks this doth ſome way adumbrate God's 


method of dealing with men: He had long 


contended with a ſtubborn world, and thrown 
down many a blefling upon them; ; and when 
all his other gifts could not prevail, he at laſt. 
made a gift of himſelf, to teſtiſy his affeQion 


and engage theirs. The account which we have 
of our Saviour's life in the goſpel, doth all along 
preſent us with the ſtory of his love; all the 
pains that he.took, and the troubles that he 


_ endured, were the wonderful effects, and uncon- 


tronlable cvidences of it. But O that laſt, that 


diimal 
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diſmal ſcene ! Is it poſſible to remember it, and 
queſtion his kindneſs, or deny him ours? Here, 
here it is (my dear Friend) that we ſhould fix 
our moſt ſerious and ſolemn thoughts, That 
Chriſt may dwell in our hearts by faith ; that we | 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able 
to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height : and to know 
the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that 
we may be /illed with all the fulneſs of Cod f. 

We ought alſo frequently to refle& on thoſe | 
particular tokens of favour and love, which God 
hath beſtowed on eurſelves ; how long he hath 
born with our follies and fins, and waited to be 
gracious unto us, wreſtling, as it were, with | 
the ſtubbornneſs of our hearts and eſſaying every _ 
method to reclaim us, We ſhould keep a re- 
giſter in our minds of all the eminent bleſſings 
and deliverances we have met with, ſome where» - 
of have been ſo conveyed, that we might clearly 
perceive they were not the iſſues of chance, but 
the gracious effects of the divine favour, and 
the Gonal returns of our prayers. Nor ought 
ve to imbitter the thoughts of theſe things with 
any harſh or unworthy ſuſpicion, as if they 
were deſigned on purpoſe to enhance our guilt, 
and heighten our eternal damnation. No, no 
my Friend, God is love, and he hath no plea- 
ſure in the ruin of his creatures. If they abuſe 
his goodneſs, and turn his grace into wantonneſs, 
and thereby plunge themſelves into the greater 


+ ph. iii 17, 18, 19, 4 Ote., 


78 | THE LITE OF: GO). 


depth of guilt and miſcry, this is the effect q 
ol thole benefits which he. beſtows. 


our hearts a real love and affection towards Al. 
mighty God, that would cafily lead us unto the 


We ſhall find our hearts en- 
| To beget cha- larged in charity toward men, by 
rity, we muſt conlidering the relation where- 


remember in they ſtand unto God, and the 


thut all men impreſſes of his image which are 
are nearly re- ſtamped upon them. They are 
lated unta not only his creatures, the work- 
Gol. manſhip of his hands, but Juch 
D | of whom he taketh ſpecial care, 
and for whom he hath a very dear and tender 
regard, having laid the deſigns of their happi- 
neſs before the foundation of the world, and 


being willing to live and converſe with them to 


all the ages of eternity. The meaneſt and mol} 
contemptible perſon whom we. behold, is the 


offspring of heaven, one of the children of the 


Moſt High ; and however- unworthy he might 


behave himſelf of that relation, ſo long as God 
hath not abdicated and diſowned him by a final 


| ſentence, he will have us to acknowledge him 
as one of his, and as ſuch, to embrace him with 
a ſincere and cordial afſeQion. You know what 


a great concernment we are wont to have for 
\ thoſe that do any ways belong to the perſon 


\ whom we love ; how gladly we lay hold on every 
3 | opportunity 


—— — 


If theſe confiderations had once begotten i in 


other branches of religion; and therefore I ſhall 
need ſay the leſs of them. 


PT 
their obſtinate wickednels, . and not the deſipyſſÞs f 
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& oÞpportunity to gratiſy the child or ſerrant of 
eſig friend; and ſure, our love towards God would 
as naturally ſpring forth in charity towards men, 
did we mind the intereſt that he 1 is pleaſed to 
rake in them, and conſider that every ſoul is 
dearer unto him than all the material world; 
and that he did not account the blood of has 
Son too great a price for their redemption. 
en- Again, As all men ſtand in a 

n, by near relation to God, ſo they That they 
ere · ¶ have ſtill ſo much of his image carsy Bis 

| the ſtamped on them as may oblige nage upon 
are and cxcite us to love them. In them. 

are ſome this image is more eminent 

ork. N and conſpicuous, and we can diſcern the lovely 
uch traces of wiſdom and goodnels ; and though in 
are, others it may be miſerably ſullied and defaced, 
der vet it is not altogether razed, ſome lineaments 
ppi- Nat leaſt do ſtill remain. All men are endowed 
and with rational and immortal ſouls, with under- 
2 to ſtandings and wills capable of the higheſt and 
noſt | moſt excellent things; and if they be at pre- 
the ſent diſordered, and put out of tune by wieked- 
the || neſs and folly, this may indeed move our com- 
ght paſſion, but ought not, in reaſon, to extinguiſh 
od onr love. When we ſee a perſon of a rugged 
nal | humour, and perverſe diſpoſition, ſull of maliee 
um and diffimulation, very fooliſh and very proud, 
ith it is hard to fall in love witi an object that pre- 


9 \ 
1 


hat || {ents itſelf unto us under an idea ſo little grate. _ 


for || ful and lovely: But when we ſhall conſider theſe 
on: evil e the diſeaſes and dilempers of a 
N n. 
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ſoul, which, in itſelf, is capable of all that 
| wiſdom and goodneſs wherewith the beſt 0 
ſaints have ever been adorned, and which may, 
one day, come to be raiſed to ſuch heights e 
perfection as {hall render it a fit companion for 
the holy angels, this will turn our averſion into 
Pity, and make us behold him with ſuch reſent. 
ments as we ſhould have when we look upon: 
beautiful body that were mangled with wound, 
or .disfigured by ſome lothſome diſeaſe; and 
however we hate the vices, we ſhall not ceaſe 
| to love the man. 
e In the next t place, for purifying 
To bene puri- our ſouls, and diſentangling our 
ty, we ſhould affections from the pleaſures and 
confider the enjoyments of this lower life, let 
. dignity of our us frequently ponder the excel. 
nature. leney and dignity of our nature, 
and what a ſhameful and un- 
worthy thing it is for ſo noble and divine a 
_ creature as the foul of man, to be ſunk andim- 
merſed in brutiſh and. ſenſual luſt, or amuſed 
with airy and fantaſtical delights, and ſo to loſe 
_ thereliſh of ſolid and ſpiritual pleaſures ; that 
the beaſt ſhould be fed and pampered, and the 
man and the Chriſtian be ſtarved in us. Did 
we but mind who we are, and for what we were 
made, this would teach us, in aright ſenſe, to 
reverence and ſtand in awe of ourſelves; it would 
beget a modeſty and Mamefacedneſs, and make 
us very ſhy and reſerved in the uſe of the moſt 
innocent and allow able F | 


— 
— — * 
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It will be very effectual to We fbould 


the ſame purpoſe, that we ſre- meditate off 


quently raiſe our minds toward on the joys of 


heaven, and repreſent tio our Heaven. 
thoughts the joys that are at gs 
God's right hand, thoſe pleaſures that en- 


Mdure for evermore ; for every man that hath this 


hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he 2s pure f. 
If our heavenlycountry bemuch in our thoughts, 


it will make us, as ſtrangers and pilgrims, to 
abſtain from fleſhly tuft, which war againſt the 
foul, and keep ourſelves unſpotted from this world, 


that we may be fit for the enjoyments and felt- 
cities of the other. But then we muſt ſec that 
our notions of heaven be not groſs and carnal, 


that we dream not of a Mahometan paradiſe, 


nor reſt on thoſe metaphors and ſimilitudes by. 


which theſe joys are ſometimes repreſented : 
For this might perhaps have a quite contrary, 
effe& : It might entangle us ſurther in, carnal. 


affections, and we ſhould be ready to indulge 


ourſelves in a very liberal fore-taſte of thoſe 


pleaſures wherein we had placed our everlaſl» 


ing felicity. But when we come once to con- 


ceive aright of thoſe pure and ſpiritual pleas 
ſures; when the happineſs We propoſe to our- 


{clves is from the ſight, and love, and enjoy- 
ment of God, and our minds are filled with the 
hopes and fore · thoughts ef that bleſſed eſtate: 


O how mean and contemptible with all things 


here below appear in our eyes! With what diſ- 
dain ſhall we reject the groſs and muddy plea- 


41 Jehm iii. 3. 
We 
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. which we are apt to entertain of ourſelves. 
1 That which makes any body eſtcem us, is their 
gl Knowledge or apprehenſion of ſome little good, 
and their ignorance of a great deal of evil that 
may be in us; were they thorougly acquainted 
with us, they would quickly change their opi- 
nion. The thoughts that paſs in our heart, in 
# the beſt and moſt ſerious day of our liſe, being 
expoſed unto public view, would render us cither 


| $4 rn LIFE, or GOD 
ſures that would deprive us of thoſe celeſtial eh. WM * 
|| joyments, or any way unfit and indiſpoſe us for | ® 
i r | AY) 
ll + :. The laſt branch of Religion is il f 
| | * _ 5 Bumility, and ſure we can, never 
Wl 45 e want matter of conſideration for iſ * 
1 of our begetting it. All our wieked - 0 
il ling neſſes and imperſections, all our 
1 gu. follies and our ſins, may help to 
pull down that fond and overweening conceit : 
| 


hateful or ridiculous: And now, however we 
_ conceal our failings from one another, yet ſure 
we are conſcious of them ourſelves, and ſome 
ſerious refleflions upon them would much 
_ qualify and allay the vanity of our ſpirits. Thus 
holy men have come really to think worſe of 
themſelves, than of any other perſon in the 
world: Not but that they knew that groſs and 
ſeandalous vices are, in there nature, more hei- 
nous than the ſurpriſals of temptations and in- 
firmity ; but becauſe they were much more in- 
tent on their own miſcarriages .than on thoſe 
of their neighbours, and did conſider all the 
aggravations of the one, and every thing that 
85 might 
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might be ſuppoſed to diminiſh and ellevate the 
other. | 
But it is well obſerved by a Thoughts 97 
pious writer, that the deepeſt God give us 
and moſt pure Dum bay, doth the lou es 
* not ſo much ariſe {rom the eonſi- thoughts of 
ed. deration of our own faults and ne 
defects, as from a calm and quiet 
to! contemplution of the divine purity and 8 
neſs. Our ſpots never appear ſo clearly, as 
when we place them before this infinite light; 
and we never ſeem leſs in our own eyes, than 
od, | when we look down upon ourſelves from on high. 
hat © how little, how nothing do all thoſe ſhadows = 
ted of perfection then appear, for which we are 
wont to value ourſelves ! That humility, which WW 
cometh from a view of our own ſinfulneſs and 
miſery, is more turbulent and boiſterous ; but 
her the other layeth us full as low, and wanteth 
nothing of that anguiſh and vexation' where- 
ire | with our ſouls are apt to hoil when they are 
me || the neareſt object of our thoughts. 

ch There remains yet another 

us | means for begetting a holy and Prayer ano- 
of religious diſpoſition in the foul ; ther inflru- | 
he and that is, fervent and hearty ment of Reli. 
nd | prayer. Holineſs is the gift of gion. if 
ei. | God,—indeed the greateſt gift 

he doth beſtow, or we are capable to receive ;. 
n. | and he hath promiſed his holy Spirit to thoſe 
fo that'aſk it of him. In prayer we make the 
he | neareſt approaches to God, and lie open to the 
af influences of heaven: Then it is that the Sun 
2 | of 
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0 | ef righteouſneſs doth viſit us with his direQc> 
i rays, and diſſipateth our darkneſs, and imprint 
. eth his image on our ſouls. I cannot now inſiſ 
on the advantages of this exerciſe, or the dif.Wmc 
polition wherewith it ought to be performed; 
and there is no need I ſhould, there being ſol ef 
many books that treat on this ſubject. I ſhalls 
only tell you, that as there is one ſort of prayer th 
wherein we make uſe of the voice, which is ne · ¶ pc 
ecllary in public, and may ſometimes have iu I it 
Ve vn advantages in private; and another, where. 
/ in, theugh we qtter no ſound, yet 
The advanta- we conceive the expretiions, and 
get of mental form the words, as it were, in 
| praper. | our minds; ſo there is a third 
| and more ſublime kind of prayer, 
wherein the ſoul takes a higher flight, and hav- 
Ang collected all its forces by long and ſerious 
meditation, it darteth itſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
towards God in fighs and groans, and thoughts 
_ *t00 big for expreſſion. As when, after a deep 
eontemplation of the divine perfections appear- 
ing in all his works of wonder, it addreſſeth it- 
felf unto bim in the profoundeſt adoration of 
his majeſty and glory: For, when aſter ſad re- 
fledtions on its vileneſs and miſcarriages, it pro 
_ rates itſelf hefore him with the greateſt con- 
fuſion and ſorrow, not daring to lift vp its eyes, || 
or utter one word in his preſenee; or When 
having well corſidered the beauty of holineſs, || | 
and the unſpeakable ſelicity of thoſe that are 
truly good, d it panteth after God, and ſendeth NF 
up ſuch vigorous and ardent deſi res as no words 
| enn 


4 "Of. 


and the ſame means which ſerve 
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gan ſufficiently expreſs, continuing and repeat - 
ing each of theſe acts as long as it finds itſelf 
upheld by che force and impulſe of the previous 
meditation. 

This mental prayer is oſ all others the moſt - 
. eaua! to puriſy the ſoul, and diſpoſe it unto 


Ks holy and religious temper, and may be termed 


the great ſecret of devotion, and one of the moſt 
powerful inſtruments of the divine life: And 
it may be the Apoſtle hath a pecuhar reſpect 
unto it, when he ſaith, that the Sprrit belpeth 
our enfirmities, making 22 for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered, or, the origi- 
nal may bear, that cannot be worded. Vet I do 

not ſo recommend this ſort of prayer, as to ſu- 

perſede the uſe- of the other; for we have ſo 
many ſeveral things to pray for, nd every pe- 
tition of this nature requireth ſo much time, 

and ſo great an attention of ſpirit, that it were 
not caſy therein to overtake them all: To ſay 
nothing, that the deep ſighs and heavings of 
the heart, which are wont to accompany it, are 
ſomething oppreſſive to nature, and make it 


hard to continue long in them. But certainly 


a few of theſe inward aſpirations, will do more 
thana great many fluent and melting rn | 
Thus (my dear Friend) I have 
briefly propeſed the method 
which I judge proper for mould- 
ing the ſoul inte a holy frame; 


Rae it to 
be advanced 
by the ſame 
means by "V< 
which it 19, 
begun, 


to beget this divinc temper, muſt 


— praciſedior n. 
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; The 1% of the uſe of that holy ſacrament, which 


ment. riſhandinercaſetheſpiritual life, 


——— — — - 
— ̃ —- . 


dreſs ourſelves unto it, we are put to practiſe 


Then it is that we make the ſevereſt ſurvey of 
our actions, and ley the ſtricteſt obligations on 
IF ourſelves; then are our minds raiſed to the 
IF Higheſt contempt of the world, and every grace 


vigour; all the ſubjets of contemplation do 
there preſent themſelves unto us with the greateſt 
advantage; and then, if ever, doth the ſoul Y , 
make its moſt powerful ſallies toward heaven, I, 
and aſſault it with à holy and acceptable force.. 
And certainly the neglect or carcleſs perform. 
, 

d 


and advancing it; ; and therefore I ſhall reco 
mend but one more for that purpoſe, and it iz 
the frequent and conſcientiout 


boly ſacra- is peculiarly appointed to nou- 
when once it is begotten in the 
foul. All che inſtruments of Religion do meet 


together in this ordinance; and while we ad. 


all the rules which were mentioned before, 


doth exerciſe itſelf with the greateſt activity and 


ance of this duty, is one of the chief cauſes 
that bedwarfs our religion, and makes us con- 
tinue of ſo low a ſiae. 


But it is time I ſhould put a loſs to this 


letter, which is' grown to a far greater bulk 
than at firſt J intended: If theſe poor papers 
| can do you the ſmalleſt ſervice, I ſhall think I 
myſelf very happy in this undertaking ; at leaf 


I am hopetul you will kindly accept the ſincere 


_ endeavours of a perſon whe would fain acquit 


kimſelf of ſome part of that which he owes "_ 
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ou. 125 ND now, 0 moſt gracious GOD, Father 
life, an Fountain of mercy and | goodreſs, who _ 
the bleſſed us with the ene of our happineſs, and ) 
nect the way that leadeth unto it excite in our fouls 
ad (ch ardent defires after the one, as may put us 
Riſe ¶ rth to the diligent proſecution of the other. Let 
ore, us neither preſume on our own ſtrength, norjdiſiruſt 
y of thy divine aſſiſtance ; but . while we are doing our 
son utmoſt endeavours, teach us ſtill to depend on thee 
the for fucceſs. Open Our eyes, 0 GO D, and teach 
race ¶ vs out of thy law. Bleſs us with an exact and 
tender ſenſe of our duty, and a knowledge to dif. 
1 do ſl corn perverſe things. O that our ways were di- 
teſt N rected to keep thy ſtatutes, then ſhall we not be 
foul aſbamed when we of 6 reſpect unto all thy come 
vel, mandments. Poſſeſs our hearts with a generous 
rce. Bt and holy diſdain of all thoſe poor enjoyments which 
rm. ¶ this world holdeth out to allure us, that they may 
uſes I never be able to inveigle our affections, or betray 
oh. us to any fin: Turn away our eyes from Bebolding 
. || vanity, and quicken thou us in thy law. Fill our 
this lt with ſuch a deep ſenſe, and full perſuaſion 4 
ulk thoſe great truths which thou haſt revealed in 
ers goſpel, as may influence and regulate our whole 
unk conver ſation. ; and that the hfe which we hence 
caſt forth live in the fleſh, we may live through faith. 
ere in the Son of God. O that the inſinite per fettions of 
quit 2 Bleſſed nature, and the aftoniſhing expreſſions = 
oy gf ty goodneſs and loue, may conquer and over- 


- 


lead us in thy truth, and teach us, for thou art 
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wer our hearts, that they may be conſtanth 
Hing toward the inflames uf devoutęſt afetin 
and enlarging themſebves in fincere and cordial 
love towards all the world for thy ſake ; and that 
we may cleanſe ourſelves from all 7 fltbineſ of fleſb 
and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in thy fear, without 
 whech we can never hope to behold and enjoy thee, 
Finally, O GOD! grant that the conſiderution 
/ what thou art, and what we ourſelves are, 
may both humble. and lay us low before thee, and 
alſo ftir up in us the ſtrongęſt and moſt ardent 
aſpiration toward thee. We defire to ręſgn and 
ive up ourſelves to the conduct of thy holy ſpirit ; 


e GOD of our faloation ; ; guide us with thy 

counſel, and afterwards receive us unto glory, 
for the merits and 7 interc Mon of thy "_ Son 
our Saviour. 


* . L 
1 Snort Paatzn, at firſt rife ng in the 


Morning. 


Tir becomes me, O Lord, beſore the db 5 


of this world get polleffion of my mind, to 


lay hold on the firſt opportunity this day af- 
fords me, of worſhipping thee my Creator and 
Governor. I adore the perfections of thy na- 
turg ; and acknowledge thine undeſerved good- 


| neſs to me. I blefs thee for every inſtance of 


it through my whole life; and, at this time 
particularly, for the watchful care of thy good 
providence, by which I have been ſecured from 
the dangers of the laſt night. I intreat of thee | 
alone, as. the Father and Judge of mankind, the _ 


pardon of every tranſgreſſion, and omiſſion of © 
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my duty through my whole life. beg this upon 
thoſe terms only, which the holineſs of thy na-. 
ture, and the declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, have 
marked out to us. I here acknewledge myſelf 
thy creature and thy ſervant, and the diſciple 
of thy Sen; and, as ſuch, obliged by all the 
ſtricteſt ties of duty, gratitude and intereſt, 
ſincerely to ſearch out and perform thy will, 
and never wilfully to offend againſt thy holy 
laws. I now intreat thy ſatherly goodneſs to- 
wards me. I beg of thee, the Governor of the 
world, protection and faveur; profeſſing be. 
fore thee, my entire dependence upon thy wil. 
om, power and goodneſs. Defend me, I be- 
ſeech thee, this day, from all dangers, and ſad 
accidents. Guard me, by the diſpoſitions of 
thy good providence, from all the ways of fin; 
and lead me forward in the paths of all vir- 
tue, towards the true derſection and happineſs 
of a reaſonable creature. Accept, O Lord! 
this my firſt ſervice of this day, 8 to 
thy goodneſs and mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, thing 
only Son, our Lord; in whoſe name, and in 
whoſe words, I farther, call upon thee, 
Our father wha art in heaven; hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Giye us 
this day our daily bread, And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we ſorgive them that, treſpaſe 
againſt us. And lead us not into temptation: 
but deliver us from evil: For chine is the King: 
dom, the Dower, and. the. Glory, 8. ever, an 
| ever.“ Annen. | 
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to bed. 
0 60D, my great 83 Proferear, and 
Benefadtor! 1 approach thee with the 
ſincereſt reverence and humility, to pay the Taft | 
acknowledgements of this day to thee, before 
my eyes are cloſed with ſleep. I praiſe and 
magnify thy name for all thy metcics : Parti- 
cularly, at this time, for thy preſervation of me 
through the paſt day; and for that tender care, 
and guidance of thy merciful providence, by 
waich I have been defended from the great 
evils, both of ſin and calamity, with wick this 
imperfect ſtate To much abounds. Whatever 
of good or happineſs I enjoy, to thee l give 
the praiſe of it, and to thy favour. My ſinful 
imperfections and failings, my tranſgreſſions 
and neglects, in many inſtances of thy law and. 
my duty, I truly repent of. I take the ſhame ; 
of them to myſelf, and feck the pardon of tbem 
from thy fatherly mercy and goodneſs alone., % 
Forgive me, I beſeech thee, upon the terms of 
thy Son's goſpel, whatſoever thou haſt feen 


amiſs, in any part of my conduct. through the 
paſt day; and take me, and all in whom I am con- 


Fo RAB or vaxtuk: 


eerned, into thy care and protection through =_— 


this night. Defend us, if it be thy holy will, from» 
the deligns. of evil men, and from every thing 
terrible and hurtful: And lead us all in the 


paths of holineſs, through thy fatherly goodneſs, 3 


and thy love to mankind, declared. by thy Son 
Ear. Chriſt, our Lord; to whom be glory for 


M. z. 3 „A 
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| S 4 Longer PRAYER,” 10 be uſed at any ot ze d 
time of the day. * 


60 D, who are the Father and Lafd of 

all Beings, and glorious in all perſections 

I thine unworthy creature and ſervant, in the 
deepeſt ſenſe of my own manifold imper feQions, W 
approach thy divine Majeſty ; beſeeching thee, w 
out of the abundance of thy goodneſs, to be tl 
merciful to me. I acknowledge, that many have It! 
been my failings and neglects through the courſe r 
of my life; and that, if thou ſhould'ſt be ex- g 
 treme to mark and, puniſh what 7s, in every t. 
degree and every inſtance, amiſs, J could not I n 
Hope for any portion of thy favour: But, Ot 
Lord, the goodneſs of thy nature, and the holy It 
goſpel preached by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, en- Ie 
courage me to hope in thee for mercy and for. It 
giveneſs ; and therefore, as his diſciple, in ex- 
} 


cr 


peRaation of thy favour upon the terms declared 
in that goſpel, I earneſtly beſce ch thee to for- 
8 give every thought, every word, and every ac- 
tion, dy which J have in the leaſt degree of. 
| fended thee, or tranſpreffed the rules of virtue] 
and true religion, from the beginning of my life Þ| 
to this hour. And this I beg ſincerely, reſolv- 
ing to endeavour after a greater degree of per- 
ſection, and a greater conformity to thy holy 
will, for the time to come; and hoping, on this | 
condition alone to be received by thee to favour 
ere and eternal happineſs hereaſter. 7 
Accept, likewiſe, the acknowledgements cf 
72 heart and mouth, which arc ſo no 


-4 | P 


to all the children of men. 


immortally happy hereafter. For theſe and all | 
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due to the perfections of thy creatures. I adore 
and celebrate theunalterable glories of thy pow. * 
er, adorned and directed by unerring wiſdom 
and goodneſs ; and bleſs and praite thee, for 
every inſtance of thy tender regard to me and 
I bleſs thee, that 
when it pleaſed thee to bring me unto being; I 
was made capable of knowing and imitatin 

thee, and of enjoying thy favour. I bleſs thee, 
that J have been called to the knowledge of a 
religion, from which I have received many and 
great advantages, aſſiſtances and opportunities, 
towards anſwering the end and true deſign of 
my creation. I bleſs thee, that by the diſpoſi- 


tions of thy good providence, I have been ted 


to a juſt ſenſe of the excellence of virtue, and 
of the importance of true religion; and that 
this ſenſe hath been improved by the beſt ex- 
amples and ſentimefits of others, and by many 
peculiar inſtances. of thy merciful care and 
goodneſs, 

I praiſe thy 3 name for all that thy Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt, did, and taught, and ſuffered in 


this world, in order to redeem mankind from 


the power and puniſhment of their ſins; and to 
lead them more effeQually to the knowledge of 
thee, and the practiſe of their duty; and to 
confirm to them the reaſonable hope of being 


thy mercies, which reſpect another and a better 
life than the preſent, let my ſoul magnify thee, 

O Lord! and all the pen within me praiſe. 
$i holy name. = 
| Nox 


Nor ought I to negle& to thank thee-for 
thoſe. many inftances of thy mercy, by which 
thou haſt made my eſtate, in this ſhort and un. 
certain life, much happter than it could have 
been without them; for affording me not only 
all the neceſſary ſupports, but many of the molt 
deſirable conveniencies of ſueh a ſtate. Conti. 
nue, O Lord, I befeech thee, thefe thy tempo- 
ral favours to me, if thou {&eſt it cofiſiſtent with 
my chief and eternal good: If not, lead me to 
eternal life in whatever paths thou ſeeſt fit. I 
reſign myſelf, and all my concerns into thine 
hands; and entreat thee to be my Guide, and 
my Governor, unto death. Let the ſenſe of 
theſe thine undeſerved mereles, inſpire me with 
ſuch a gratitude as may ſhow itſelf in the ſuit- 
able returns of a good life and holy converſa- 
tion; and with ſuch & love of thee, as may ex- 
preſs itſelf in the Keeping thy commandments. 
_ Whatever moral imperfections there ure ſtill 
in me, direct me to the knowledge of them, and 
to the proper means of putting an end to them: 
Andl aſſiſt me, by all the methods of thy wil- 
dom and goodneſs, in the great work T have to 
do, the perſecting my mind in all that is truly 
excellent, and the working out my ſalvation in 
the methods agreeable-to thy holy will, and to 
the obligations of a reaſonable creature. 
l befeerh thee; likewiſe, to be mereifuFto the 
whole world. Enlighten the dark corners of it 


with 'the true Knowledge of thee, and of the 


goſpel in its ſimplieity; and ſow thee feeds of 
all virtue and happinefs in all parts of wag 
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FI proſeſſed Chriſtians ta truth, and 3 


nels, and peace ; that ſa they may he an honour 
to the religion they proſeſs. Put an end to ĩdo- 


latry and fuperſiition, and all ſpiritual tyranny 
and oppreſſion. Give an open check to all that 


pride and ambition which diſturb the world. 


Quiet the turbulent ſpirits, and . the 


unchriſtian animoſities of mankind. 

Look down, with much mercy, upon this: my 
native country. Cure our evil tempers, and 
conquer our unchriſtian and: unc haritable diſpo 
ſitions; and grant that, at length, mutual love - | 
and charity may flouriſh and abound amongſt 
us, amidſt our greateſt differences. Pour down 
all bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, upon our 


| King, and his royal family. Kndow him, and 


thoſe who are called to any office under him 
for the adminiſtration of juftice or govern» 
ment amongſt us, with all: gifts and abilities 
neceſſary for the diſcharge of their great truſt; 
and proſper and protect them in the due execy» 
tion of it. Lead all the miniſters of thy. 
to teach thy truth in ſimplicity ; and, their 
example and doctrine, to bring themfelves and 
thoſe who hear them, to eternal life. 
Extend thy mercy and compaſſion to all af- 
flicted perſons, of whatſoever ſort or degree their 
afflictions may be; to all who are in à ſtate of 
uncaſineſs of ng, or pain of body, a ſtate of 
want or ſorrow, of 
giving to them all the fu pports and afſiſtange 
ſuitable to their ſeveral- Nreſſes, and, in t. thy 
good: * an happy ae out of all their ca- 
| lamities. 


rſecution or Manger! 1 
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 lamities. Bleſs all in whom I am iy con- 
cerned, with every thing truly good for them. 
Shower down thy mercics on my friends and be. 
nefactors, granting them all happineſs here and 
hereafter. Forgive all my enemies, it ſuch there 
be, and ſhew thy mercy to them. 
Finally, O Lord! pardon all my paſt fins ; 
| guide and govern me by thy holy ſpirit, in 
my ſincere endeavours to attain everlaſting life, 
Promote my true happineſs, as thou ſeeſt fit; 
and. mercitully reeeive me, and my iniperſe& 
| ſervices, according to thy goodneſs, declared by 
thy well beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt: In whoſe 
 _nafne II offer up all my addreſſes to thy throne, 
and aſeribe to thee all glory and Py now 
and for ever. "WO 


4. A Large F orm a of bien Vor more parties 


lar occqſioni. 


0 GOD the Supreme Maker and Gover: 

nor of the world, perfect in all that is 
truly great and lovely! I, thine unworthy ſer- 
vant, appear before thee, under a deep ſenſe of 
thy glorious perfections, and. of my own great 
and many failings and imperfections. Under 
this ſenſe, the great ſapport and ſatisfaction to 
my mind is, That thou art ready to accept of 


form whatever has been amiſs in their paſt con- 
| ſts and that thou haſt ſent thy Son Jeſs 
Chriſt ; into the world, to /ave us from our fin, 
and to declare to us plainly the terms of thy 

e 2 


— 


the ſincere endeavours of thy creatures, to re- 


cu. 


ronns orERAT I. 


ſorgivenefs and favour : In his name, therefore, 
I preſent mylelf before thee; and, xs his dif. 
ciple, I intreat of tlice the pardon of whatſo+ 
ever thou haſt ſeen amiſs it me, from the be- 


ginning ef my life utito this day, Forgive, 0 
Lord, every thought or my mind which has 


beetr difagreeable to thy nature and precepts ; 


every word of my mouth unworthy of a man, 


vr a Chriſtian ; every inſtznee of my behaviour 
which has been difpleaſing to thee, or my own 
A ng TM rmonrapf Mee 
or degree, againſt Tr 

elf, Forgive me all the ſins which I my fel car 
now call to my own remembrance, particular iy f. 


And forgive me, likewiſe, all thoſe tranſgreſ- 
ſions of thy boly will, which may now be out of 


the reach of my memory, but have been open 
to thine all- ſceing eye, and are known to thee 


with all their circumſtances and agoravations. 
Pardon me, O Lord, according to thy lov- 


ing kindneſs, and the delearations made by thy 
Son Fefas Chrift: And grant me that forgive- 


nels, which I neither aſk nor expect, but upon 
thoſe terms and conditions which thy holineſs 


and mercy have laid down iti his goſpel. Be- 


hold, O Lord, I heartily forgive all who have, 


in any inſtance, or in any . offended or 
injured me: Without * ought to Etiters 
F by Te "tain 


Ire it may be proper for a petfon ta mention any | 
remark able inſtances, if he be confeious ef any ſoch; bt 
highly improper to conſeſs fins, oł which ue e ned 


Meir to have hee guilty 
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thee my neighbour, or my- 
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tain no hopes of my own forgiveneſs. And if 
F have myſelf injured any perſon, I am as trul 
diſpoſed and ready to make all poſſible repara. 
1 tion, as I am to entreat thy favour to myſck, 
And as J am ſenſible that no forgiveneſs can ar 
5 be expected, according to thy goſpel, without tic 
amendment of life, T ſerioully renounce. all com- tt 
munication with whatſoever is diſpleafing to A 
| thee; and ſincerely reſolve, through thy grace, W ir 
tocorre&every thing that is a miſs in my temper iſ d 
and behaviour, and to bring myſelf till nearer I a 
to thy holineſs and happineſs. Forgive me, In 
therefore, as thou haſt promiſed, by thy Sor. h 
Accept me to thy merey; and give ſucceſs, | 
_ earneſtly beſeech thee, by thy gracious favour, 
to theſe purpoſes and deſigns of my ſoul. 
1 And now, O Lord, according to the ſame 
goodneſs to thy creatures, gracioully receive the 
earneſt petitions which J offer to thee for every 
good that it is fit for me to pray for. I acknoy- 
ledge thee to be thee Great Author of all our 
| beings, the Original of all our happineſs, the 
| Ii Giver of all good gifts, and Diſpoler of all 
euents; and therefore profeſs my dependence 
upon thee alone for every thing I ought to: with 
for, or deſire. I am ſenſible, O Lord, that to 
thee intirely I muſt owe every degree ef hap- 
pineſs I can ever enjoy, or hope for: I am ſen- 
ſible that thou art the tendereſt Father, and 
| beſt Friend, to thy creatures ; diſpoſed to lead 
them to their greateſt good, and ready to pro- 
mote and aſſiſt their ſincere endeavours after it. 
And therefore, before thee, and in thy a 


FORMS OF PRAYER, 99 


I willingly lay open the deſires and wiſhes of 
my ſoul, which I think YI to reaſon and 
thy holy will. 


— 


I eſteem it the glory of our nature, that we 


are made capable of ſuch an exalted and ra- 
tional happineſs as reſults from the knowledge of 

thee, and the imitation of thy moral per fections. 

And as thou haſt more fully aſſured us of this 

in the Chriſtian Religion, let the ſerious conſi - 

deration of that grace and merey, which hath 
appeared in that diſpenſation, effectually lead 

me to the good end propoſed in it. 
holy precepts of that 
which J profeſs to be guided, and. the unſpot- 
ted example of that Great Maſter, whoſe fol · 
lower I deſire to be accounted, engage me to 
live, in all. reſpe&s, as becometh the goſpel, 
and the diſciple of Jeſus Chrift. Particularly, 

O Lord, let the conſideration of the peculiar 
genius ot that goſpel, and of thoſe virtues which 
the Great Author of it accounted the glory of 
his own life, 1nfluence me to endeavour to excel 
in them: And engage me to love the whole raee 
of mankind with an univerſal charity, and bene- 
ficent diſpoſition ; to rejoice at all opportunities 
of doing good either to the ſouls or bodies of. 
men, and of adding to the ſatisfaction and hap- 
pineſs of all about me; to ſtoop even to the 


Let the 
perfe& inſtitution by 


loweſt offices of kindneſs to others ; to be ready 

to forgive the ſharpeſt and moſt undeſerved 285 
juries, and to return pity and good-will ſor 
them; and to be ever willing to condeſcend 


and yield for the good of others; That ' 


A the: 
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the trueſt humility, and the moſt extenſive cha. 
rity, may adarn every action and eircumſtanee 
of my liſe ; and all pride and paſhon, and: uns 
_ eharitableneſs, may be checked and ſubdued by 

the power of religion, and the lovelinefs of ae 


: eontraxy virtues. 


Let the ſenſe of my own many failings, and 
the imperſeQions of our nature, diſpoſe me to 
be willing to put a candid and favourable inter- 
pretation upon all thole actions of others which 
can juſtly and reaſonably demand it, or admit 
of it; as well as to be ever ready to forgive 
the offences ol others towards myſelf: And 
let the ſenſe of thy goodneſs, in allowing me 
till time and opportunity for perteQing my 
ſoul in all that is praiſc-wortby, induee me to 
ludy more copſtantly and uniform to Pa 
and imitate thee, 

My outward cendition with reſpect to che 


good things of this world, it is my happineſs, 


* well as duty, to refer wholly to thy wile will 
and pleaſure : But as thou haſt ordained us to 


belong to this world, as well as to expettl ano- 


ther, and Laſt ſramed us ſo that we cannot but 


be Ter ſibly affected with-our guad and bad eſlale 


here below; of thee, tllereſare, it becomes us to 
beg, with fubwiſſicn to thy previdence, the ſe- 
curity and continuance of the good. things we 

already enjoy; and the increaſe of them, it chat 
be truly good. and needſul. And as, by thy, ap- 


Pointment, I have already exper iepced,, in this 


world, many evils and afflidions, and have been 
nitnels to many mere cround me, ſuſſer me to 
| | wwplars 
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alfection towards me, and to pray to thee with 
reſpect to them, according to the pattern ok 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, Father if 6 it Be pallible; if ĩt 


be conſiſtent with and agreeable to thy wiſe and 


gracious purpoſes, ſecure me, and all in whole, 
happineſs I am moſt nearly concerned, from all 


ſad accidents, and calamitous events; from all 


tormenting pains, and grievous diſeaſes; and 
from every thing inconſient with ſych an hap- 
pineſs as may lawfully be deſired in this _ | 
tory world; Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but «a 


thou wilt: And therefore, O Lord, if thy un- 
erring wiſdom ſhall otherwiſe determine, let the. 


ſerious meditation, on the example of Chriſt him- 


elf, and that innumerable company of the beſt. _ 
of men who have gone before me- in this con- 
flict, inſpire me with a zeal to imitate their pa- 
tience; and let the eontemplation of thy father- 
ly goodneſs engage me to an hearty and rational: 


ſubmiſſion to all thy diſpenſations, remembers 


| ing what an happineſs 1 it is to be.under the go- 


vernment of a Being who knows what is in all 
reſpeQs beſt, and who. cannot aMid his orcas. 
tures but for wiſe and good ends. And let the 
ſeuſe of thy gracious deſign in all my afflictions 
lead me to the true and vight uſe af them; to 


diſengage my affkctions more and more from 
chis world, and to ſeek for happineſs 1 in a beider g 


aud never - hanging ſtate. 


Let the conſideration of thecertainty: of death, P 


the end of all temporalevils, influence me to en- 


nenen make it happy, by * nnn. 25 
9 


—— 


implorc the gracious regards. of thy fatherly | 


* 
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as may give me a well grounded hope in thy 


mercy. Let the review ot thoſe uncertainticg 


and troubles I have met with in this world, reu- 
der me the more ready and contented, at thy ap- 
pointed time, to leave it: And let che proſpect 


of glory and happinels hereafter, exalt my mind 


above any fond regard to this vain and tranſi- 


tory life; and enable me to act as becomes one 


who truly believes life and immortality to be 
brought to light through the goſpel. 
Finally, O Lord, my great and chief requeſt 


for myſelf, is, I hat, by thy favour, I; may ob- 
tain everlating happineſs hereafter ;. and that 


the ſtate of this world, with reſpect to me, may 
be ſo ordered, and the trials to be appointed for 
me in it may de lo proportioned to my condi- 
tion and powers, as moſt effeQually to promote 
and ſccure my eternal and greateſt good, aſter 


the few days of this liſe are paſt away. Deny 


to me, therefore, out of thy great goodneſs, 
- whatſoever is truly bad or unfit for me; tlioughh 
I ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire and wiſh for it, 


And grant me every thing that is truly good 


forme; though I ſhould be ſo blind, and ſo void 
of wiſdom, as not to ſee, or aſk it. As far as 
my petitions are reaſonable, and agreeable to 
the eternal laws of wiſdom, and the purpoſes of 
th governing providence, and the holy goſpel, 

fo far only I entreat thy favourable content to 
thein: As far as they are not ſo, I utterly re- 
 novnve them, and ſubmit my vw" will entirely 
tot. ; and, in a deep ſenſe of my own im- 

. peric4.508, beg of thee to accept of the ſinee- 
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rity of my heart; and out of thine Aa 
goodnels, to overlook and pais by all — of 


my ſervices. 
To theſe petitions it becomes me to add the 


indiſpenſible tribute of the ſincereſt praiſes and 


thankſgivings of my ſoul ; due to the glories of 


thy nature, and to thy goodneſa to thy erea- 


tures. I know, O God, that thy perfections 


are far exalted above all that can be conceived - 


f v 00 1” a: 


or expreſſed by us, and that thy mercies are 


above all our thanks ; and that thy unalterable 


attributes ſtand not in need of any homage we 
can pay, but it becomes 1 us to ee and 


celebrate them. 


The glories of thy nature are the rien 


perfect power, adorned with perfect goodneſs 


and holineſs, and guided by unerring wiſdom 


and knowledge; ſuch glories as are. in them- 
ſelves, worthy of our higheſt admiration and 
praiſes, as well as the foundation of all the 
happincſs we ourſelves can . enjoy or 


hope for. 


| And as it becomes us to celebrate the lovely 


perfection of thy nature, as it is in itſelf; fo 
are we indiſpenſable obliged to pay thee our moſt 


grateful acknowledgements for the diſplay of 
thoſe perfections in all thy diſpenſations to: 
wards thy creatures, and for every inſtance of 
thy tender regard towards us. Accept there- 
fore, O gracious Lord and mereiſul Father, the 
poor tribute of mine unfeirned thanks for the 
manifold experiences which J have had of thy 
" loving kindneſs, and the many marks I Jaye, | 
received, 
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roceived of thine undeſerve@ favour. Te thee 
I awe my being, and, together with it, all rhe 
faculties and powers that diſtinguith our nature 
from that of the brute part of the creation, 
And when I conſider. what it is to be made 
capable of knowing thee, the foundation of all 
goed; of imitating thee, the great original of 
all perfection; and of enjoying thy favour, the 
foundation of alt laſtivg and ſubſtantial 
pineſs ; I muſt acknowledge thine andeſerved 
ten and for ever praiſe thee for making 
me capable of ſo ineſtimable bleſſings. 
I muſt remember Hkewiſe, with the higheſt 
gratitude, before thee, that, in order to ſecure 
andcarry forward this gracious end of our crea- 
tion the more effectually, it hath pleafed thy 
to fend thy Beloved Son into the world 
1 © teach, .and live, and die, it order to ſave us 
frum our fins, and to conduct ns effectually to 
truc and everlaſting happineſs. I bleſs thee for 


lowers concerning the certain method of ob- 
Uaitiiig eternal life; for the blameleſs and per- 
feQ example of hotineſs and patienee he hath 
fer before us; for his humbling bimſelF eden to 

" the death upon the crofs, and fſheddins bs blood 
wen for the remiſſion of our fins; and for his 
plain declarations of the gracious acceptance 
of all ſuch as ſincerely receive him for their 8a- 
viour and their Lord, and heartily endeavour to 
now, and comply with his terms. I bleſs thee 
_ for tho mighty evidences he gave, that he was 


—_ 


the divine inſtructions he hath given his fol- 


e {ent by thee on ſo gracious an errand, by 
„ 


* 


4205 


: 4 
the purity of his doArine, by the. integrity. of * 
his life, by the nature and number of his mi- 
raeles, by the glory of his reſurre&ion alter an 
ignominious death, by his aſcenſion into heaven, 
and by his pouring down from thence the won- | 
211 I derful gifts of the Holy Spirit, in order to the 
1 of propagation of his religion, and the ſettlement 
the I of his church; by all theſe arguments eſtabliſh. 
"oY ing our minds | in peace and truth - 

; 1 bleſs thee, that the joyful ſound of thy go- 
ing ſpel hath arrived to this part of the world ; that 

it hath here, by the peculiar favour of thy good 

ef || providence, been reformed from many groſs 
abuſes under which it long laboured, and now 
lies open to the view and ſtudy of all men; 
hy That by thy mereiful appointment, I have 
rid been called to the knowledge of it, as jt is in 
WE itſelf; and ſo am the better aſſured of the true 
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way to happinels ; ; the more forcibly engaged 
for co follow after'it ; and the more likely to obtain 
„L | great degrees of it, if 1 it be not wanting to ny- 


b. ſelf: For all which inſtances of thine undefer ved 
and ineſtimable goodneſs, no words can ſuffici- 
th <ntly expreſs the grateful ſentiments een 
2% to fit and poſſes my ſoul. 
92 Accept likewiſe, O God, my moſt hearty and 
unſeigned thanks, for the conſtant regards of 
& chy good providence towards me; to which . 
am indebted for many ſingular and peculiar hap- 
to pineſſes. To thee I owe, that L was born in a 
«> country where Chriſtianity is ſecurely profeſſed; 
a that 1 have been inſtructed in the ==: 730 
SEA and I ; and my mind ed to 


— 
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the knowledge of the moſt uſeſul and i impor 
tant truths: And particularly, that I have bem 
Tecured, by thy goodneſs, from many of thoſe 
great and hazardous trials which have ſo often 
proved fatal to others. To thee I owe what. 
ever opportunities I have en; joy ed of improving 
myſelf in what is truly praiſe - wor thy; ; What. 
ever peculiar advantages there are in that con. 
dition, in which it hath pleaſed thee to vlace 
me, with reſpect to this world, toward at- 
taining the greateſt good and happinets ot 8 


_ reaſonable creature. To thee, the Great Crew 


tor and Governor of the world, | oweall theſe 
bleſſings; and to thee J offer up my ſincerel 
«acknowledgements for them. 
| I bleſs thee for that daily care of thy go- 
vernment over this world, by which I have been 
preiervel, ever ſince I was born, from innume- 
rable dangers; many more than I can number, 
and many more than I know of. A mercy! 
which I ought tharkfully to acknowledge, not 
merely with reſpeQ to this liſe, but to a better: 
85 dy this means I have greater opportunities 
of advancing yet farther in the paths of virtue, 
and obtaining an increaſe of W in the 
world to come. - 
I defire likewiſe to offer up my uniſcignel 
e for all thoſe temporal bleſſings and c 
venicneies, by which thou haſt made my pat 


ſage through this world much more tolerable 


and eaſy than it could otherwiſe have been; for 
the uſe of my reaſon and underſtanding. prefers 
ed to me, without which other bleſſings are Vain; 

| 24; for 
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calc. and freedom from pain, which 1 have en- 
ie} joy<d.; for the ſupports, of friendihip and ſo- 
eiety; for · the comforts of food, and raiment, 


and habitation; and for all. the good things 
with which thou haſt in mercy ſurrounded me, 


+ aud thoſe. in whoſe good eſtate I am nearly con- 
n. cerned::. Whilſt ſo many, others paſs their lives 
under the heavy preſſure of the contrary.cvils.. 
„ What can I render unto thee, O Lord, for 
a the nnmberleſs inſtances of. thy favour which. 
„have experienced? I praiſe. and magnify thy 
e great and glorious. name z. and. acknowledge 
Amyſelf under the ſtricteſt and moſt indiſpenſible 
bee to live, and act in all reſpects, as 
. becomes one that hath taſted ſo largely of thy 
n loving kindneſs. I profeſs, O Lord,, my hearty 


6 0 of. endeavouring to do ſo ;, and offer 


up my ſincere deſires, that, by. che conſidera-· 
non of what I have now. remembered. before. 
+ © thee; I may be led to make returns in ſome de- 


gree, ſuitable to ſo many and ſo great inſtances | 


of thy. goodneſs.. 


„ Let the ſerious contemplation of thy glories: 


0 and perfections, incite. me to endeavour con- 
ſtantly to adorn my, own nature with thoſe mo- 
J ral perfections, which I acknowledge to be ſo 
| worthy. of praiſe; and engage me to imitate: 
: what appears ſo truly lovely and glorious. Let 
e the, conſideration of thy merciful defign. in 
rf making me capable of knowing thee, and * 
„ing eternally happy in thy favour, powerfully 
move me to make ſuch an uſe of thoſe faculties- 


for that meaſure of health and irength, that 
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thou haſt endowed me with, as J may be led to 
a due ſenſe of thy happineſs, and conducted ſafe 

to the poſſeſſion of thole pleaſures which are at 
khy right hand. Let thy unſpeakable mercy, 
in ſending thy Son into the world for the ſe. 
curing and promoting my happineſs, effectually 
influence me to embrace his offers, to ſulfil his 
commands, to imitate his example, and to live 
in all reſpeQs as becometh his diſciple. Let the 
| ſenſe of thoſe peculiar advantages which I have 
by thy eſpecial favour, enjoyed, lead me to ſueh 
a.carcfuluſe and improvement of them that they 
may be the happy occaſions of more than ords 
5 m_ degrees of pericQion and glory hercafter. 
Let the conſideration of thy gracious deſign, 
in affording me ſo many temporal good things, 


1 and fo mafy comſorts, in this imperfect ſiate, 
influence me to uſe them all to thy glory, as 


uncertain goods; to be enjoyed with temper- 
ance; and to be employed for the uſe and ſup- 
port of others, as well as my own. And let 
the ſerious remembrance of all thy great and 
undeſerved goodneſs to. me, open and enlarge 
my heart toward others; lead me to imitate 
what I praiſe and celebrate ſo much in thee; 
and teach me to be ready to do good to all; to 
pity the ſollies aud miſeries of mankind ; and, 
as far as I am able, to promote the happineſs 
of all around me: That, by ſuch a return to all 
the inſtances of thy goodneſs and mercy I may 

ſhew myſelf truly ſenſible of rm, and ſincere- 
ty thank n ; 


With 


i Moe 
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| Witt theſs prayers and praiſes, I beſeech 
WW thee O God, to accept the tincere expreſſions ' | 
of my charity and good will towards thy whole 
rational creation ; which I now offer to the, 
the father of all, as a member of the whole ſo-  - 
I  ciety of mankind,----and more particularly as a 
member of the church of Chriſt, founded in love 
and charity. As ſuch, I ſincerely rejoice before 
; thee in every degree of happmels enjoyed by any 
of my fellow-creatures here below, and heartily 
dbeſeech thee to diſpenſe more and larger com- 
munications of it to this lower world; to n- 
_ creaſe it in all thoſe who enjoy it in any mea · 
ſure, and to impart ſome. portions of it to all 
| who are in any ſort of miſery and diſtreſs. 
. Look, in great mercy, upon the ſad eſtate of Mi 
. that part of mankind who know not thy nature, WH 
nor worſhip thee as becomes thy perfections. 
Put an. end to their idolatry and {uperſtition, 4 
by ſhewing them the light and evidence of thy WA 
goſpel in its ſimplicity ; and, by bringing them MI 
to the knowledge of thy truth, lead them to | 4 
eternal life and ſalvation. Have pity, likewiſe, WK 
on the remains of thy ancient people the Jews, 5 
and all others who are better inſtructed in the 
0 belief and worſhip of thee than the Pagan world 
and guide them to a yet greater degree of true 
knowledge, by directing their way to the know- 
| ledge of thy Son, and the pradliſe of his laws; 
and bring them by this e to the happi- 
* neſs of Chriſtians : 
__ * Viſit with a more eſpecial grace and favour; - WES 
e whole CEN worlds all who are _ W343 
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by the n name of thy Son, and profeſs his holy | 
religion. Behold, O Lord, a large ſcene of (p1- ; 
* ritual evils, worthy of thy gractous and merci- 
- ful interpolizion In many places, the faith. 

once delivered to the ſaints in purity and im- 
pheity, enervated by vain and groundleſs tradi- 
tions, or darkned by the inventions of men; 
the worſhip of thee, O Father, expreſsly eſta- 
bliſhed by thy Son 7% Cbriſt, in ſpirit and 


in truth, over: elouded by numberleſs ſuperſti- 
tions, and even deſtroyed by idolatry itſelf; 


the moral laws which thy Son came to reſcue. 


from the corruptions of men, and to enforce 


upon his followers, rendered. meffeQual by ma- 


ny human devices, falſe notions of religion, ſet. 


up inſtead of them; and the progrets of thy 
holy go/þe/ ſtopt and hindered by the wicked, 
lives aud ſcandalous behaviour of thoſe who. 
profeſs. it! 
| Interpoſe, I beſcech. thee, 25 put an effec 
tual ſtop to theſe great and unchriſſian ovils.----. 
Confound the devices of all.ſuch as behold or 
encourage any degree of ſuperſtition, ſor baſe. 
and ſecular ends. Give a powerful check to all 
ſorts and all degrees of perſecution and oppreſ-. 


ſion, ſo ſcandalous and deſtructive to thy holy 


religion, which miſtaken or wieked men pre- 
tend to promote by ſuch impious metliods. Put 


a ſtop to all ſpivitual tyranny, and to all uſurp- 


ation over the conſciences of men; and diffi-. |, 
pate thoſe clouds of ignorance. which diſpoſe, 1 
people to abaſe and ignomtnioas ſlavery to the 

; dates of men, rather chan to a rational en- 
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duiry into thy holy will which lies open to 
them: And, above all, exert thine almighty 

arm in vindication of the canfe of piety and 

virtue, leading all profeſſed Chriſtians to ſuch 

_ a ſenſe of the importaiſde of it, as that they 

may ſtudy to adorn their lives with a behaviour 
ſuitable to their holy proſeſſion; and recom. Þ 
mend it to the experience and approbation of 
the unbelieving world, by the integrity and un- 
blameableneſs of their whole converſation. * 

| Particularly, grant that all Chriſtians who 
chave departed from the groſs corruptions of 
| Popery, may depart intirely from the /tIrit of 
it: That as they profeſs to make the ſcripture 
the rule of faith, ſo they may without reſerve 
leave i it as ſuch to all their neighbours ; That as 
they have nobly contended for their own reli- 5 
gious liberty and Chriſtian rights, fo they may 
not loſe the glory of this, by contradiding | 3 
in their bchaviour toward others; but that 
they may, by theirexemplary deportment, and 
by their ſteady adherence to the principles oy 

_ righteouſneſs, peace, and mutual forbearance, 

- manifeſt to all the world the ſincerity of their 

_ reformation, and reap the fruit ofat, by ſtudy- 
ing to excel in all that is praiſe-worthy. oy 
Nor-ought T to forget, O Great Governor of 

the univerſe, the civil eſtate of thekingdoms of 

the carth. Put-an end, O Lord, at length, to 
the diſorders and eonſuſions occalioned by the 

" weak and ambitious lords of this world, and 

new thyſelf indeed King of kings and Lord 

1 ds lords. Permit no longer the happineſs of 
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human ſociety to be in any part of thy « crea- 
tion ruined and laid waſte by the inferior go- 
ernment of men, which was inſtituted ſolely for 
the ſupport and comfort of it: Bring public 
diſgrace and confuſion upon all tyrants and op- 


preſſors; and honour, with particular marks of 


thy favour, all princes who ſincerely ſtudy to 
anſwer the ends of their inſtitution ; that ſo the 
triumphs of infatiable ambition may at length 


.ceafe from the earth, and the bleſſings of good 


government be felt throughout the world. 

Amongſt all the kingdoms of the earth , lool, 
I beſeech thee, with a particular favour, upon 
this to which, by 
dence, I belong ; - 5 for which, therefore, I am 
obliged in an eſpecial manner to ſhew my con- 
cern, by the hearticſt withes of my ſoul. Par- 
don our many and crying (ins ; and in order td 
avert thy judgments, lead every ſinner amongſt 


us to ſuch a ſenſe of his fins, as may. engage 


him heartily to renounce and forſake them. 
Continue and confirm to us that peculiar from 
of government ſo wonderfully 
| feryed to us, by which we are moſt eſfectually 

1 ſecured againſt the extremities of conſuſion and 
arbitrary power than many other nations, and 


of which we enjoy the happy fruits Oy mo- 


ment of our lives. 
Preſerve and eſtabliſh us in the free enjoy- 


ment ef the light of thy holy goſpel, and the 
| ſecure proſeſſion of our religion. What errors 
ſtill remain amongſt Proteſtants do thou eſſectu- 


ay ſhore and Specially ſuch as | way have a 


Pd 


the diſpoſal of thy provi- 


hitherto pre- 


bad 


bad influence upon the conduct of men's lives: 


and ſtrengthen their common intereſt agaibiſt 
there common enemy. To this end, give a check 


to the mutual violences and hatreds, and un- 


charitable behaviour of men of evil diſpoſitions . 
on every fide, Kindle, once again, the fire of 
love and charity amongſt us; and permit not 


our differences in religious matters, to extin- 
guiſh this fire, or to blow up another to our 
antire deſtrugtion — 

Pour down the choiceſt of thy bleſſings upon 
our King and his royal family; and bleſs all 
who have any part in the adminiſtration of our 


government. Affiſt him, and them, in the great 
and important buſineſs of their ſtations : Guide 


them into the beſt and wiſeſt meaſures; and 


give ſucceſs to all their counſels and labours 


for the advantage of this nation, or tor the re- 
lief and ſupport of any of our injured neigh- 
bours. 


Permit not the diſpoſal of the lives and pro- 


perties of thy people ever to come to the hands 
of ignorant or partial men: But manifeſt thy 


great concern for juſtice here below, in ſuch a 
manner as that the guilty may ever meet with 


their due puniſhment, and the injured and op- 


preſſed find a ſure redreſs in the courts of judi- 


cature. Direct all the yy. een amongſt us 
to a deep ſenſe of their duty; give all en- 
couragement to virtue, and all ble diſcou- 


the due e execution on their offices. 


e ee 
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ragement to vice, both by their example, ard . 


religion, and of the ſalvation of mankind, are 
more peculiarly committed, to ſuch a knoy. 


the happy occaſion of their greater ſuture glory; 
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Lead all thoſe to whom the great concerns of 


ledge of all neceſſary truths, ſuch an excmplary 


and Chriſtian converſation, ſuch a prudent and 
conſtant diſcharge of their holy office, as may 
effectually promote the happinels of themſelves, 
and of thoſe committed to their care. Encour. 


age and promote amongſt us, the means and 


methods of ſuch a virtuous and laudable educa. 
tion as attends to ſound learning and religionto 
the reformation of this age, and the better 
eſtate of future generations. ED 


I defire likewiſe to expreſs before thee, the 


real ſenſe I have of the miſeries and calamities 


of the diſtreſſed part of mankind, and the fin- 


cere deſire I have of contributing to their eaſe 
and relief. O thou Father of mercies, and God 


of all conſolation! what can we do for that 


' multitude of deplorable objects of compaſſion 
who are out of the reach of our knowledge, or 
of our ability to relieve, but offer up our earneſt 
wiſhes to thee, the great Diſpoſer of proſperity 
and adverſity ? I deſire, O Lord, to {ympathize 


with all the diſtreſſed, and Weep with them that 


Weep; and do carneſtly beg of thee, for all the 


afflicted, of what ſort or degree ſoever, whatever 


I could reaſonably beg ſor myſelf were I in 
their condition. Aſſiſt them all in their ſeveril 


trials and confliès; and guide them to ſuch a 


degree of contentment, reſignation, and pa. 


tience, as may render their preſent afflictiom 


anch 
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and, as far as it is conſiſtent with the purpoſes 
of thy wildom, put an end to oy: PO di- 
ſtreſſes and troubles. whiz BE: 

/ Reſtore light and comfort to hs dark, aclan< . 


choly, and diſtracted minds of thoſe who have 


loſt the uſe of their reaſon in any inſtance, or 
any degree. Pity the deſtitute condition of 
thoſe who are im want of any of the neceſſary 


circumſtances ot life; particularly of thoſe who». 


are fallen from the comforts of a proſperous. 


condition to the miſeries of adverſity ; and raiſe 


them up fricnds, and patrons, 1n theirlow eſtate. 
Relieve, by thy good providence, the wants of 
the poor and needy. Be a Father to the father- 


leſs, plead the cauſe of the helpleſs widow, | 


and regard the :MiQed cſtate of all who mourn. 
the lols of thoſe in whom. in any any of their 
happineſs was placed. | 

Strengthen and afliſt, in an eſpecial manner, 


alt who. ſuffer, any v h re? for the love of truth 


or the teſtimony of a good conſdience ; and 
do thou ſo proportion to their ſtrength, the 


meaſare and duration of their ſufferings, that 


they may work ſor them a more exceeding 
weight of glory. © Hear the groans of all who 
are oppreſſed and barbarouſſy treated by the ty- 
rants of this world, and grant a redreſs to all 


their calamities. Attend to the ſighs and tears 


of ſuch as are in captivity and ſlavery, and 
open a way to their liberty and ſecurity. 


Viſit, with thy light apd comfort, all who | 


are afflicted with bodily pain, or any ſort of 
lokneſs ; ; and bring to their mind ail ſuch com 
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fiderations and aſſiſtances as arc neceſſary and i w 
proper to ſupport them in their diſtreſſed con. i a 
dition, or to diſpoſe and fit them for their pal. 
ſage into another ſtate. Remove, in much com- C 
paſſion, all thoſe unreaſonable doubts and def- 
pondencies with which many ſinceve and honeſt 
minds are in this world diſturbed and over. 
clouded ; and direct them to ſuch juſt notions 
of thee, and of thy holy goſpel, as may eſta- 
bliſh them in a courſe of chearful and hearty 
obedience to the laws of it. 

Succeed the endeavours of all who honeſtly 

and induftriouſly labour after a covenient live. 

lihood in this world, and are uſeful members 
of the commoti-wealth ; and bring to nought 
the deſigns of all who either privately or openly iſ 
live upon the ſpoil of their neighbours, and 
are the plague and terror of human ſociety. 

| Requit, in the eourſe of thy good provi 
dence, the kindneſs of all who have at any 
time, or in any degree, endeavoured to con- 
tribute to the advantage of my mind, .body, 
or outward eſtate. Upon all who have either 
2 or deſigned me good, of any ſort, ſhower 
_ down thy rewards and favour: And it there 
© be any who have either deſigned, or done me 

real miſchief, in return to their evil I beg and 
intreat for thy pardon and thy bleſſings. Cor- 
rect the evil diſpoſition of all fuch minds, and 
plant, inſtead of it, a temper worthy of men and 
_ Chriſtians. Let the conſideration of their own 
eternal intereſt lead them all to charity and love; 
a engage them te put en thoſe 1 
W 
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which only can fit them for the bleſſed ſociety TH 
above _ ' FY 
_ Bleſs all in whom 1 am mare. nearly con- 
cerned, or in whole happineſs I take a parti- 
cular part, with ſuch a mcaſufe of health, ſue- 
cels, and proſperity, as may beſ} carry forward 
. the deſigns of thy goodneſs toward them, and 
s i moſt effeQually een their happineſs here 
Pp and hereafter. But whatever be thy diſpenſa- 
y tions toward them, with reſpec to this liſe, led 
them all, I beſeech thee, into thoſe paths which, - } ' 
„will infallibly convey them to thine heavenly = 
kingdom in the world to come. = 
s Finally, O Lord! I wiſh and pray for all | 
1 good things to the whole race of mankind, I I 
y rejoice in every degree of virtue and happinels {| Þ 
dll to be ſeen here below. I mourn fer every de- 
gree and every inſtance, of vice and miſery» Þ} | 
- Let thy kingdom come, I beſeech thee, and 
i fhew thine almighty power by eſtabliſhing true | 
| religion amongſt men, and putting a ſtop to ¹⁵ 
A all the calamities of this lower world, 1 
r Accept, O Lord! I moſt earneſtly beſeech | | 
ri thee, the ſentiments and deſires of heart, whit 
I have now poured out before thee, under a © | } 
ſenſe of thy preſence, and of thy providence” 
over. ruling anddirecting all things. Favourably -}} 
receive the acknowledgements J have made of Þ|} | 
my ſins and moral imperſections; and grant me 
| pardon and peace upon the terms of thy goſ- 
| pel. Hear and anſwer the petitions I have of, 
MH fered up, for the obtaining all things truly good, ⁵ 
and ih averting all things evi. Let the praiſes 


| 
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and thankſgivings which my heart hath ſent up, 
as the homage due to thy perſections and good- 


neſs, be acceptable to thee: And reject not 


the interceſſions J have made for the temporal 


and eternal happineſs of all my fellow-creatures. 
And now, O Lord! take me, I once more 
intreat thee, into thy powerful and wiſe pro- 
teqcdion; and guide me, by thy good ſpirit, to 
the knowledge and performance of thy holy wilt 
| here, and to the enjoyment of that eternal and 


unalterable happineſs hereaſter, which thou haſt 
reſerved for thy faithful ſervants, and promiſed 


ly thy well-beloved Son Jeſus Chrift, In his 
name I truſt for acceptance of myſelf, and all 
my ſincere, though imperſed ſervices, whoisthe 


only Mediator between God and men, our Ad- 


vocate with the Father, and the Propitiation 


ſeor our fins. Now unto the King eternal, im- 
mortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, Lc ho- 
nour and glory, for ever and ev n Amen. 


5 A PRAYER, for a Family; fer Morning or 
Evening. | 


and power, glorious in all that can be 
truly called perſection! We thy creatures, and 


thy ſervants, proſirate ourſelves before thee, in 
a deep ſenſe of our own unworthineſs, and cf 


thy lovely and incomprehenſible Perſections; 


acknowledging the glories of thy nature, as it 
is in itſelf; and thy great goodneſs to us, ard. 


to the whole world of thy ereatures. 
| We 


| 7 L ORD, perfect in wiſdom, goodneſs 
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We deſire” to be truly ſenſible of the great 
happineſs of knowing thee, and of imitating 
thee, and of enjoying the communication of thy 
favour : Upon which account, it highly be- 
comes us to praiſe thee for that act of good. _ 
neſs in our creation, by which thou haſt endowed 
us with faculties fitted for the attainment of 
this unſpeakable happineſs, and for the e 
ment of the higheſt good. 

We praiſe thee ſor thy great deni in our 
preſervation here, ever ſince we were brought. 
into being; not only as it reſpects this world 

in which we now live, but as by it we are 
enabled to make the better provifioh for our 
everlaſting intereſts in the world to come; and .. | } 
have greater opportunities of improving our 
ſouls in virtue, and of ſecuring our happineſs 1 
for ever. More particularly, we now bleſs thee | 
for the care of thy providence over us by which. 
we have been preſerved in ſafety through the 
paſt (day or mght), and mercifully delended | 
from all dangers and diſtreſſes. 49 
It becomes us likewiſe to acknowledge Fl q 
bounty and goodneſs, manifeſted to us through _ | 
every part of our lives to this time; to thank 4 
| thee ſor that meaſure of health, and ſtrength, 
and quiet, which we have hithterto enjoyed; 
for the comforts and ſupports of all thoſe ne- 
ceſſaries and conveniencies, without which we 
ſhould be much more unhappy in this ſtate than 
we now are; and for all other circumſtarces 1} 
and advantages of life, which help to make our ＋ 
paſſage through this world more happy, or more 
dtolerable than otherwiſe it could be. 


— . — — — 
— — 


9 1 


[I WF 


DOPE RI 


Fs 


* 
— 
e N 


* 
r 


* — 
e N 
2 
— 


8 
* N " 1 
— n—_—_ 


.. 
* 


* 


. 8 
” * 
R 2 
— N . 
yn 8 


8 * W SEP 
"—_— 


s gh, J 


— 


120 FORMS OF PRAYER. 
But, above all, we bleſs and magnify. thy 


5 great and glorious name, ſor thy tender regards 


to our everlaſting happineſs in a better ſtate 
hereaſter; for ſending thy Son into the world, 
to declare to us the certainty of a ſuture ſtate 
of rewards and puniſhments ; and for all that 
he did and taught, and ſuffered, in order to 
' reconcile us to thee, and to guide us to eter- 
nal life and glory : For the great happineſs of 
a good and virtuous education; and for thoſe 
peculiar diſpoſitions of thy providence which 
have often guarded us from many particular 
and hazardous trials and temptations. For theſe, 
and for all thy other mercies, which concern 
our great and eternal intereſt, we ſincerely 
thank thee, O Lord, and will ever praiſe thy 
. ĩͤ 
| I. is with ſhame and grief that we reflect 
upon the returns we have made to ſo much mer- 
ey. We conſeſs, O Lord, that we have not 
| lived as becomes reaſonable creatures called to 
the knowledge of ſuch a God, and of ſuch a 
Saviour, Many have been our failings ; many 
have been our omiſſions and negleQs in the 
performance of our duty, and in the perſecting 


” - ourſelves in all virtue; many have been our 


offences in thought, word, and deed, againſt 
thy divine majeſty ; and many are ſtill our im- 
Tyr eng But, O merciful Father ! we be- 


ſeech thee; in the name of thy Son % Chriſt, 


do pardon us now returning to thee with the 
full purpoſe of regarding more ſtrictly the obli- 
gations of gratitude and obedience we are un- 


. \ 


like thy ſervants, and like Chriſtians, 


a Q 


* 


all our ſins, and hoping for the pardon of all 


only as we ſincerely endeavour to reform and 
amend whatſoever we know to be amiſs in our- 


the future conduct of our lives, we may better 
anſwer the ends of our moſt holy religion, and 
adorn the goſpel which we profeſs to believe. 
Let the experience of thy repeated mercies 
inflame us with a reſolution of making ſuitable 


fallible wiſdom, and undoubted goodneſs, teach 


us, as to the will of one who hath always wiſe 
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der; and of living, for the time to come, more. 
And now, O Lord, confeſſing and regouncing 


that is paſt through thy Son Feſus Chriſt, as far 


ſelves ; we beſcech thee, ſo to aſſiſt us by thy 
merciful providence and good Spirit, that, in 


returns to them. Let the belief of future glo- 
ries raiſe our minds above the ſordid views of 
- this world. Let the conſideration of thine in- 


us heartily and quictly to ſubmit ourſelves to 
all the diſpenſations of thy providence towards 


and excellent purpoſes to ſerve, and knows 
what is beſt for us, infinitely better than we 
poſſibly can. Let the example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, ever placed before our eyes direct our 
ſteps in every ſtation of liſe, and every wftance ÞF 
of duty; and let our hopes and aſſecklons be — 
unmoveably fixed upon thoſe rewards Which are 
laid up in heaven for all who, by a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, ſeek after glory and 
immortality, Finally, Let the conſideration of 
thy holy preſence, every where, govern all our 
thoughts, words and actions, as under the eye 
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3 of thy majeſty, and lying open to thee, « our 1 
ſupreme Governor and Judge : that ſo our irre- 
gular paſſions may loſe their power over us, and 


RS, daily proceed to greater degrees of all 


holineſs and virtue. 
We now particularly deſire to put ourſelves 


under thy protection, this (day or nigbt), and 
to implore thy ſatherly care over us; that ne 


_ evil may approach us; but that our ſouls and 


bodies may be ſafe under that good and power- 
ul providence in which we entirely truſt. 


We extend likewiſe. our regards to all the 


: | world of reaſonable creatures, and pray for the 


happineſs and good eſtate of all mankind, that 


they may all know, and worſhip, and obey 


tkhee, as they ought; and particularly, that all 
» . who name the name of Chr;/t may depart from 


=» iniquity, and live as becomes his holy goſpel. 


Put a ſtop. to the calamities occaſioned by am- 


3 bition and tyranny, whether temporal or ſpi- 


ritual: Put an end to every degree of idolatry 


and ſuperſtition, perſecution and oppreſſion; 
and give ſucceſs to the labour of all who ſtudy 


the happineſs of thy ereatures, and preach the 


goſpel of thy Son in ſimplicity and love. 


Regard, with much mercy, theſe nations to 
which we belong Pardon our erying ſins: And 


Iead all liners amongſt us to true and un- 


feigned repentance ; that iniquity may not be 


our ruin, or prevent the mercies we might | 
„ - otherwiſe hope for. Pour down the choiceſt of 


thy bleſſings upon our King, and his royal a- 


milly; and ſo direct A and all that are in 2 
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authority under him, by thy gracious „ 
| that they may faithfully diſcharge the great 
truſt repoſed in them, by being a terror to evil 5 


doers only, and a praiſe to all that de well. 


E Let the remembrance of the great and ſolemn 
nx account to come, engage all orders of men 


amongſt us, conſcientiouſly to perform their 


duties in their ſeveral places and ſtations with 


all faithfulneſs'and charity. 


Bleſs, we beſeech thee; with all bleſfings of 
ſoul and body, our relations and friends; lead- 
ing them to all virtue and happineſs, and to | 

eternal life hereafter. Requit the kindneſs of 


all who have done on deſigned us any good : 


We have a deep ſenſe, O Lord of the 


troubles experienced in this world; of the wants. 

of the poor and needy ; of the ſickneſſes, th 
Pains, and diſtreſſes of the afflicted part of man- 
| kind: We truly ſympatize with them, and 

intereede for them, that in thy providence, 
they may find relief, and have reaſon to rejoice : 
at the end, for the days wherein they have ſeen 


adve rli ty. ö 


And now, O Lord, we again commend our- 
ſelves, and all belonging to us, to thy gracious 
protection and care, referring ourſelves wholly 
do thee for what is truly neceſſary and good for © 
us in this world; and, above all, intreating ' 

\ thee effectually to diſpoſe the way of thy ſer - 
-/ ants 8 che attainment of everlaſting ſal- . 
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And pardon the malice of all who have done or 
_ wiſhed us any evil, guiding them to repentance, 
and ſhewing thy mercy upon them. 
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vation in the world to come; and beſeeching 


© thee to hear and to accept us as the diſciples of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whom thou te 
art well pleaſed, and in whom we deſire alivays n 
to be found. Now unto him that is able to cep 
1 from falling, and preſent us faultleſs before the th 
Preſence of his glory with exceeding oy; to the fe 
38 , wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, f 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. : 
6. The Lony's Patt n in ehe 
'- . Words of the Shorter Catechy/me , 
5 R. Father who art in Heaven : We: ho 
BS fire to draw near to thee with all holy 
keverence and confidence, as children to a father, 


able and ready to help us; and, wr en 
we pray alſo for others. 
Hallowed be thy name : We pray, that thou 
wouldſt enable us, and others, to glorify thee, 
mall that whereby thou makeſt thyſelf known; 
Aa and that thou wouldeſt diſpoſe of all things to 
1 thy own glory. 
y kingdom come: We pray, that Satan's 

*_ kingdom may be deſtroyed ; and that the king- 
dom of grace may be advanced; ourſelves and 


33 het” 2 ona 


5 x others brought into it, and kept 3 in it ; and that 
tue kingdom of glory may be haſtened. 


Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven: 
We pray, that thou wouldeſt make us able and 
"BH willing to know, obey, and ſubmit to thy will, 
b- zn all things, as the ages do 1 in heaven. 2 
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e us this day our daily. bread: We pray, " 1 
ae, of thy free gift, we may receive a com | 
tent portion of the good things of this life, and 
may enjoy thy bleſſing with them. # 
Forgive us eur treſpaſſes, as we forgive them Ws 
that treſpaſs againſt us: We pray, that thou, 
for Chriſt's ſake, wouldeſt freely pardon all our 
fins; which we are the rather encouraged to aſk, 
becauſe by thy grace we are enabled from the - 4 
heart to forgive others. Woe 
Ad lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: We pray, that thou wouldeſt either 
keep us from being tempted to fin, or ſupport. 
and deliever us when we are tempted. _ 7 | 
For thine is the kingdom the power and the ?:. 
glory, for ever, Amen. We take our encou- 
ragement in prayer from thee only: And in 
our prayers we praiſe thee, aſcribing king»' /- 4 
dom, power, and glory to thee : And in teſi- 
mony of our deſire, and alſurance to be W 


we , Amen. - * , 
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